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STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS
"War And Peace"

PART ONE

FADE IN:

MARCH 2233
RIVERSIDE, IOWA

EXT. IOWA - DAY

THE  FEDERATION STARSHIP NX-01 U.S.S . ENTERPRISE sweeps across
the cloudy early spring skies of Iowa, held between the
FINGERS of...

Eight-year-old JAMES TIBERIUS  KIRK, squinting to make out
the details of the BACKLIT TOY MODEL of the famous spaceship
pinched between his fingers in his raised arm high above his
short, sandy-blonde hair being picked at by a breeze.

His other hand gripped the handlebar of his BICYCLE as he
peddles fast across the rough ground of the field toward...

A lonely NORTHERN RED OAK, whose winter-bare branches are
just speckling with tiny bright spring-time LIME GREEN BUDS.

A MOUNTAINOUS DARK-BLUE-GRAY RANGE OF THUNDERHEADS looms in
from the horizon...

YOUNG JAMES
( faux  VOICE)

Helm, rig for standard orbit!
(another VOICE)

Helm answering standard orbit, aye!

James turns his handlebars and begins to circle the lonely
but proud tree...

YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
( faux  VOICE)

Standard orbit, Skipper.

Suddenly James'  bike WRENCHES VIOLENTLY SIDEWAYS, catching
across a bare root and he TUMBLES head-over-handlebars to
the ground, landing hard. He braces his bruised hand against
the damp ground and pushes himself up to gaze on his TWISTED
bicycle, handlebars SKEWED to his front wheel.

YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
Damn it.

His eyes dart briefly distracted by a DISTANT RUMBLE of
thunder behind him. He turns his head to gaze back on the
dark cumulonimbus thunderheads CRAWLING ever closer. He
returns his gaze to his damaged bike. He gets to his feet,
goes over and tries to spin the front wheel, but it squeals
against the bent frame.

FLASH! KABOOM!
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A tremendous BOLT OF LIGHTNING strikes the old Red Oak,
SPLITTING IT FROM TOP TO BOTTOM in a blinding flash and
thunderous EXPLOSION OF SPARKS. The CONCUSSION HURLS James
backwards to the ground. Regaining his composure, he sits up
to look on the old Red Oak, which CLEAVED ASUNDER, is BRIGHTLY
AFLAME AND SPEWING A COLUMN OF SWIRLING ORANGE SPARKS and
SMOKE up into the ever darkening sky of ROILING STORM CLOUDS
and WIND...

His bicycle is CRUSHED beneath the heavier half of the cleaved
tree trunk and branches. He gets up and goes over, reaches
his arms through the collapsed limbs crushing the bicycle
while the WIND WAILS, THUNDER BOOMS and LIGHTNING FLASHES
intensely all around him.

He strains to get a grip on the bicycle handlebars deep inside
the collapsed tangle of branches, which scratch and draw
blood on his bare arms.

BOOM! CRACK!

Young James abandons his rescue effort as HARD ICY GRAVEL-
SIZED HAILSTONES begin to sting his bare arms and neck as
they SNAP, PING and BOUNCE off the ground in INCREASING
INTENSITY.

He turns and starts to jog off in the direction of a distant
scattering of FARM BUILDINGS.

His jog suddenly slows to a stand-still and a strange look
of realization sweeps his face. He turns slowly around...

TORNADO! A dark, quarter-mile-wide, mountainous dark gray
cloud of DUST, DIRT AND HURLING DEBRIS SPINS VIOLENTLY in an
EXPLOSIVE CHAOS. Towering above the maelstrom is a massive
blue-gray FUNNEL CLOUD that reaches a mile high into the
ROILING CLOUDS of the squall line!

Frozen as the wind, hail rain and debris strafes around him,
a strange look of...not fear...but curiosity...sets in on
young James'  face. Trancelike, as if drawn by some mystical
power, James begins to walk toward the beastly twister...

James watches as the lightning cleaved tree he had been next
to only moments ago, is RIPPED VIOLENTLY from the ground by
the ANGRY CYCLONE.

SAM (O.S.)
I got him!

James is violently lifted off the ground and hurled behind
SAMUEL KIRK (17) onto his saddle as Sam spurs his HORSE into
an urgent full-on gallop away from the beastly cyclone...

SAM (CONT'D)
(into transmitter)

It's headed right for the ranch,
Mom! Get down in the cellar now!

James holds on tight--his arms wrapped and squeezed around
his brother's waist. 
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Sam is a handsome strapping youth with a sinewy lanky frame
and long arms and legs.

SAM (CONT'D)
You idiot! What the hell's wrong
with you?

Young James turns his gaze back to see the GOLIATH TWISTER
still chasing them. Sam's horse's hooves POUND THE GROUND
FURIOUSLY as GRITTY DEBRIS begins to blast James'  face...

SAM (CONT'D)
Hold on!

Sam's yell is barely audible over the almost unbearably loud
bear-like roar of the twister...

James presses his face into Sam's back to protect his face
and eyes from the STINGING DEBRIS...

After what seems like an eternity, the horrendous ROAR of
the tornado falls off and James pulls his face away from
Sam's back as Sam reins his horse slower.

Sam's eyes are wide as he looks on something...

James turns his gaze to match the direction in which his
older brother is looking...

The twister, ROARS away from the homestead toward the horizon,
leaving a WIDE TRAIL OF CHEWED UP LAND, and DESTRUCTION where
a home and farm had once stood...

FADE TO BLACK...
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FADE IN:

  GETTYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
  SEVERAL MONTHS LATER...

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Shafts of hot STREAMING SUNLIGHT pour between the green
infinitude of trees and their branches flush with DENSE
SUMMERTIME FOLIAGE...

A youthful VOICE barks over the CICADAS...

YOUNG GARY (O.S.)
Okay, Mitchell to Farragut . Beam us
down.

REVEAL two boys and a girl:

JAMES TIBERIUS  KIRK (9), a handsome and serious young boy
with a sharp crop of sandy blonde hair cragging  over his
eyes. He is standing at attention next to...

GARY MITCHELL (9), another boy his age with short brown hair
and striking blue eyes with a roughish handsomeness. Both
boys wear ill-fitting Starfleet  uniform SHIRTS...Kirk's is
GOLD, Gary's is RED.

ANNIE KELLER (9), she's absolutely adorable and blonde and
wears an oversized ill-fitting BLUE Starfleet  uniform shirt
meant for an older male.

YOUNG JAMES (O.S.)
(patiently annoyed)

You're on the ship already, Gary.
You don't call the ship to beam down,
you call them to beam up. And don't
say "okay," okay?

YOUNG GARY (O.S.)
(grins, smirks)

Okay.

YOUNG JAMES
I'm serious Gary...and you can't
talk while you're beaming down either.

YOUNG GARY
Who says?

YOUNG JAMES
You just can't.

YOUNG ANNIE
Actually you can. My dad says you
can.

YOUNG JAMES
(suddenly interested)

Really?
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YOUNG GARY
(impatient)

Whatever...let's just do it already.
My last day here and we're beaming
down all day long! Damn.

YOUNG JAMES
And don't say damn either. There's
no cussing in Starfleet .

YOUNG GARY
(snickers under his

breath)
Okay, dammit .

James glares at him.

YOUNG GARY (CONT'D)
(exasperated)

What?
(afterthought ranting)

...And how come she gets to wear the
blue shirt? I always used to wear
the blue shirt...

(emphasis)
...Back in Iowa.

YOUNG JAMES
(annoyed)

Yeah well we're not in Iowa, are we?

YOUNG GARY
(aside to Kirk)

Next summer you can come visit me--

Gary suddenly swipes frantically on his back just beyond his
reach as he spins around...

YOUNG GARY (CONT'D)
Something's on my back!

Annie reaches her hand behind Gary, brings it back with some
sort of RED-EYED INSECT on her hand...

YOUNG ANNIE
(helpful)

Cicadas. They come out like this
every seventeen years. They're
harmless.

She gently shakes the cicada off her hand...

YOUNG GARY
Friggin'  red-eyed bastards. They're
everywhere!

Gary notices James is glaring at him. He stiffens and stands
with his eyes closed, ram-rod straight.
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YOUNG GARY (CONT'D)
(stiffly)

Not saying anything. Just beaming
down here...

(sarcastic)
...sometime in the next seventeen
years.

James eyes Gary as he finally rants out to a silent muttering.
James looks at Annie. Both shrug and also stand straight and
close their eyes.

YOUNG JAMES
(sighs)

Energize.

James, Annie and Gary stand there...side-by-side...eyes
closed...quiet and serious..."beaming down"...when Gary's
attempt at a serious face twists into a grin and he snickers.

YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
Oh for God's sake, Gary!

YOUNG GARY
Sorry!

Annie shrugs to James.

YOUNG ANNIE
I'm sorry Jimmy. I have to go home
for dinner.

YOUNG JAMES
(disappointed)

Really?

YOUNG GARY
(under his breath)

No wedding today.

James smirks at his smart-ass friend, then back to Annie as
she pulls the blue Starfleet  shirt off over her head and
hands it to Kirk...but Gary intercepts and snatches it...

YOUNG GARY (CONT'D)
I'll take that.

Gary busies himself switching from the red shirt to the blue
one...

YOUNG ANNIE
(to James)

You want to do something tomorrow?

YOUNG JAMES
Yeah, sure.

We see young James is sweet on Annie...something Gary does
not miss.
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YOUNG ANNIE
Nice to have met you, Gary.

YOUNG GARY
(insincere)

Uh-huh.

YOUNG ANNIE
Maybe I'll see you next summer?

YOUNG GARY
(as if)

You bet.

YOUNG ANNIE
(to James)

Bye Jimmy.

YOUNG JAMES
See you tomorrow.

And with that Annie is off, walking away. Gary straightens
the blue Starfleet  shirt out, happy and content now as he
tosses the red one to the ground...

YOUNG GARY
(beaming)

Just like old times.

James immediately picks up the red shirt and shakes the dirt
off it, annoyed. Another CICADA FLUTTERS off of it...

EXT. ROLLING FIELD - DAY

The steamy summer sun blazes down across the endless rolling
fields and meadows of rural Pennsylvania as the boys walk
side by side in the wildly growing grass. As they walk, their
shoes kick up grasshoppers that spring into flight along
with a host of other summertime insects that buzz and swarm
about...

YOUNG GARY
(serious)

I really miss you since you moved.
It's just not the same.

YOUNG JAMES
Well I'm glad you got to come visit
this summer.

YOUNG GARY
Yeah...well you come visit me next
summer...and only you.

YOUNG JAMES
She's a nice girl.

YOUNG GARY
I don't care.
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James grins at his friend's impatience with anyone but
himself.

YOUNG GARY (CONT'D)
Well Frazier was happy to find out
you moved. What the hell... heck...did
he do that made you kick his ass
like that?

YOUNG JAMES
Nothing.

YOUNG GARY
Nothing? What do you mean "nothing?"

YOUNG JAMES
I mean nothing.

YOUNG GARY
You got into a fight over nothing?

YOUNG JAMES
You and I got into a lot of fights
over nothing.

James stops, lowers his head...

YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
(quiet)

He called my dad a Klingon-lover .

YOUNG GARY
(chuckles)

He did?
(catches himself)

I mean, he did?

The two boys stand there in the middle of the meadow thinking
quietly as the CICADAS crescendo in unison...

YOUNG JAMES
What time is it?

YOUNG GARY
Almost six.

YOUNG JAMES
I told my grandfather I'd go riding
with him. Come on!

James breaks into a jog and Gary jogs after him across the
field of undulating grass...

EXT. KIRK FAMILY HOME - DAY

A typical rural farm, but minus the livestock other than a
couple HORSES in a fenced field and a barn.

A small porch-front house is nestled against some trees rising
up into some foothills.
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Young James comes running toward the barn followed by Gary...

YOUNG JAMES
Granddad?

James runs into the barn, Gary a few steps behind...

INT. KIRK FAMILY HOME/BARN - DAY

Young James Kirk bounds in, stops short, and Gary runs into
the back of him as he sees his grandfather...

TIBERIUS  "YT" KIRK (64), robust for his age, a full crop of
pearl white hair flames above a face carved with wisdom. He
straps an antique U.S. Cavalry saddle on a Thoroughbred named
ADMIRAL...

YOUNG JAMES
Sorry I'm late.

YOUNG GARY
Hey mister Kirk.

TY KIRK
(to James T.)

I already saddled up Abraham, James.
(to Gary)

Winona's inside waiting for you,
Gary. She said she'd give you a lift
to the transporter station in town.

YOUNG GARY
Okay. Thanks.

(to James)
See you next summer then I guess?

YOUNG JAMES
Yeah.

YOUNG GARY
(serious)

You're my best friend.

YOUNG JAMES
You too.

Gary extends his hand. Kirk reaches for it but Gary snatches
it away--

YOUNG GARY
Too slow.

YOUNG JAMES
Whatever.

YOUNG GARY
See ya.

The two shake hands in a vary masculine way, something that
doesn't go unnoticed as a slight smile creases Ty Kirk's
leathery face as he rustles inside the tack cabinet.
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YOUNG GARY (CONT'D)
Bye!

Gary scampers out the barn door into the blazing late
afternoon sun as Kirk helps his father close the tack
cabinet...

EXT. GETTYSBURG COLLEGE CAMPUS - DAY

A soft GLOW from the warm late hazy afternoon sun blankets
the peaceful serene campus of buildings old and new...spanning
four-hundred years.

INT. GETTYSBURG COLLEGE CAMPUS/CLASSROOM - DAY

A typical classroom scene, even in the future. Old well-worn
wood bespeaking centuries of academic service. A VOICE is
heard...

GEORGE KIRK (O.S.)
Is it not better to disagree?
Sometimes to yell and scream? 
Perhaps to call one another names?
To accuse one another?
...With or without justification?
...True or untrue?

GEORGE SAMUEL KIRK (45), an intelligent looking middle-aged
man stands in front of a class of STUDENTS rapt in his lecture
as he reads from a real BOOK...

GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
(reading)

Is it not perhaps better to argue
for a thousand years rather than to
fight and kill for one?

VARIAN CAIN (45), a hell-bent-for-leather, confident-looking,
just short of swaggering, wearing his STARFLEET CAPTAIN'S
UNIFORM, walks into the room but draws no distracted eyes
from George or his attentive students as George continues to
read from the book. Cain stands to the side and back.

GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
(reading)

To appreciate the sound of voices
raised in angry crescendo over the
retort of one gunshot and over the
sound of one mother or father crying?

George looks up to his class and notices Cain standing in
back and their eyes lock.

GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
Yeah. It's a little different than
the idealistic romantic works of
Tarbold's  youth. Like Twain , Tarbold's
latter life was wrought with tragedy
and it began to creep into his work...

A futuristic TONE indicates the end of class...
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GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
Okay then, we'll pick this up when I
get back. You'll have a substitute
professor for a couple weeks while
I'm out.

The students begin to stand, collect their things and egress
the classroom, leaving just George and Cain. Cain walks across
to George...

CAIN
How'd  you know you were going
somewhere?

GEORGE KIRK
I can think of no other reason in
hell you'd walk into my lit class,
especially when we're reading Tarbold .

CAIN
Yeah. A special kind of torture.

GEORGE KIRK
When?

CAIN
No rush, professor. I got time for
dinner.

GEORGE KIRK
Don't you always?

EXT. FOREST - DAY

Young James Kirk and his grandfather, high atop their horses
guide their steed a few paces apart along a path deep in a
deep cluster of trees.

James rides ABRAHAM...a light reddish chestnut colored Bay
with a dark mane, black lower legs and tail...

The elder Ty Kirk rides ADMIRAL...

YOUNG JAMES
What was grandma like?

TY KIRK
Even out your reins.

YOUNG JAMES
You never talk about her. Dad never
talks about her.

TY KIRK
And keep your hands down. How many
times do I have to say it?

YOUNG JAMES
Sorry.
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TY KIRK
Don't be sorry. Just do it right.

James notices another CICADA on the horn of his SADDLE looking
at him with its RED EYES...

YOUNG JAMES
How come cicadas only come out every
seventeen years?

TY KIRK
Not all cicadas. Just that particular
one.

YOUNG JAMES
So strange.

TY KIRK
Some think it's strange to walk into
a tornado.

YOUNG JAMES
(sheepish)

Oh. You heard about that?

James focuses on the strange insect, reaches and allows the
creature to crawl onto his hand...

YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
Nobody believes me when I say I wasn't
afraid--and I can't explain it to
them either...

James'  words trail off when he suddenly notices his
grandfather has gotten ahead up the trail.

Ty pauses and reins Admiral around to wait. 

James shakes his hand and the cicada FLUTTERS off. He gives
Abraham a squeeze with his legs and "clicks" his tongue...

YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
Come on Abraham.

Kirk's horse begins to walk again. Ty Kirk turns his own
horse around and starts trotting away down the right of the
trail, disappearing from sight beyond some trees...

Suddenly Abraham bolts sharply forward and breaks into a
full-blown gallop, racing up the trail toward the split!

YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
Whoah!

Young James barely recovers from tumbling off when he notices
he is thundering toward...

A massive cloud of GNATS, directly in his path, undulating
like a veil in the waning shafts of sunlight streaming through
trees. 
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James plows right through it inhaling a whole host of the
tiny insects. Coughing and choking as he bounces up and down
off the saddle.

His left foot bounces loose from the stirrup and he
frantically attempts to insert it back in, but jabs his
horse's side... cueing  the animal to veer sharply at the last
second down the left fork of the path.

James sees a thick, low-hanging tree branch stretched out
across the trail right at face level. He dives forward into
the saddle to hug Abraham's neck...his head just clearing
the branch by mere inches as he and Abraham bolt beneath.
Young James keeps his cheek pressed firmly against the smooth
short hair of Abraham's neck as the horse gallops onward,
James cracking the slightest of smiles as Abraham's hard-
shoed hooves beat thunderously into the soft earth beneath.

James'  smile fades and he leans back up, firmly drawing back
on the reins to slow Abraham down...

As the horse finally slows and stops, James is alone in the
endless forest embracing him, surrounding him in an infinity 

Of lush green foliage deep and dense as far as the eye can
see...

YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
(calling out)

Granddad!

His voice RICOCHETS sharply off the trees to infinity...

Abraham snorts as James spits out a last straggling gnat
stuck between his front teeth and lips...

James reins Abraham slowly around in a circle...

YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
(more urgent)

Grandpa!?

TY KIRK (O.S.)
Right here James.

His grandfather's deep, calming blanket of a voice resounds
from behind.

James reins Abraham around to see his grandfather sitting
tall and confident on his horse, silhouetted by the brilliant
rays of the setting sun that fan outward around him like
some kind of god descending from the heavens.

EXT. GETTYSBURG CIVIL WAR BATTLEFIELD - DAY

The hot, humid, blazing July summer sun beams past the iron
silhouette of a 12-POUND 1857 "NAPOLEON" CANNON, one of SIX
in a centuries silent battery resting on a grassy field of
the GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD of the American Civil War.
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YOUNG JAMES
I wasn't afraid.

TY KIRK
It's okay to be afraid, James.

YOUNG JAMES
Well I wasn't.

His grandfather offers nothing. Young James scans the
seemingly peaceful vista as he continues to ride behind...

YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
Dad won't take me here. He said I
had to read "The Red Badge of Courage"
first.

TY KIRK
You should. Good book.

YOUNG JAMES
So who was the hero? I mean, I know
who won, but who was the hero?

TY KIRK
There wasn't just one.

YOUNG JAMES
In every book on war I read,
somebody's always the hero. Someone
made a difference and won the battle.

TY KIRK
What's with you and this whole winning
and losing thing?

YOUNG JAMES
(resolve)

I don't like to lose.

TY KIRK
Then I hope disappointment is
something you do like.

YOUNG JAMES
I want to be like dad. I want to
serve in Starfleet . I want to command
a starship . I want people to say I'm
a hero like he was...when he won all
those battles during the war.

TY KIRK
Be your own hero, not somebody else's.

EXT. GETTYSBURG CIVIL WAR BATTLEFIELD/TREE-LINE - DAY

James and his grandfather ride along a path near the edge of
a treeline ...

Ty Kirk says nothing as he reigns his horse to a halt,
dismounts, wraps his rein loosely around a small tree, then 
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walks alone out onto the open field. Young James does
likewise, following his grandfather a few steps out onto the
field...

YOUNG JAMES
What is it, grandpa?

Ty Kirk has stopped and has locked his gaze...

TY KIRK
President Lincoln. His " Gettysburg
Address."  Gave it right over there.

James follows Ty's  gaze across the otherwise nondescript
field, one indistinguishable from another in the rolling
Pennsylvania countryside. They stand side-by-side for a few
moments with only the sylvan sounds of summer embracing
them...

TY KIRK (CONT'D)
I loved your grandmother. That's all
you need to know.

YOUNG JAMES
(quietly)

Yes sir.

Tiberius  turns, bends down to his knees, to eye-level with
young James...

TY KIRK
I know you weren't afraid of that
tornado, James. I know--and I know
why. But you need to learn when to
stand firm and when to run. It may
save not only your life but others
as well.

YOUNG JAMES
But I don't know how.

TY KIRK
You will. Someday...you will.

(slight smile)
And stop getting into fights all the
time.

Ty gives young James a pat on the shoulder, then stands again.
Grandfather and grandson gaze out on the rolling hills as
GNATS SWIRL around their heads...

TY KIRK (CONT'D)
Come on. Let's go home.

BRILLIANTLY BACKLIT IN THE HUMID MAGIC HOUR SUNLIGHT AS THE
ORANGE-PURPLE SUN MELTS INTO THE HAZY HORIZON...

YOUNG JAMES (O.S.)
Why do they call dad the peacemaker?
It doesn't make sense.
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TY KIRK (O.S.)
It's called irony.

YOUNG JAMES (O.S.)
I don't understand.

TY KIRK (O.S.)
It's just a nickname.

YOUNG JAMES (O.S.)
You mean like when Cain calls dad
"professor?"

TY KIRK (O.S.)
I suppose.

YOUNG JAMES (O.S.)
I still don't get it.

EXT. THE KIRK FAMILY HOME - DUSK

As George and Cain walk up the dirt path toward a typically
American home somewhere in rural Pennsylvania...

A VOICE from the direction of the barn...

YOUNG JAMES (O.S.)
Cain!

Excited, Young James bounds up the path from the barn and
crashes into Cain excitedly and hugs him...

CAIN
Hey Jimmy!

Cain reveals a pair of futuristic BINOCULARS, handing them
to young James...

CAIN (CONT'D)
Bet you thought I forgot your
birthday!

YOUNG JAMES
Wow! Thanks!

CAIN
After dark we'll see if we can find
your daddy's ship.

From just inside the barn door, Ty Kirk notes Cain's arrival
with George with the slightest glance of disappointment and
continues with his activity...

CAIN (CONT'D)
Hey Ty!

Ty Kirk just slings one of the saddles over the fence and
with ever the slightest second glance, barely nods his head.
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TY KIRK
(calling from barn)

James, come finish with the horses.

GEORGE KIRK
Go help your grandfather.

YOUNG JAMES
Yes sir.

James runs off back toward the barn to help his grandfather,
looking at the binoculars as he does...

George and his father exchange knowing glances...

GEORGE KIRK
Don't get started with him, Cain.
Bad enough he wants to be like me,
but he wants to be like you too. One
son's enough.

INT. THE KIRK FAMILY HOME, DINING ROOM - TWILIGHT

Sitting at a dinner table are Cain, George Kirk, Ty Kirk,
George's wife WINONA (45) and quite pretty; young Jim Kirk,
and Kirk's older brother, Sam. Sam wears a STARFLEET CADETÕS
UNIFORM...

SAM
Well, I think those Klingon bastards
are pulling a fast one, if you ask
me.

Cain slaps Sam friendly on the shoulder.

CAIN
(George Kirk)

Your son Sam here thinks he knows
everything now that heÕs a big-time
Starfleet  Cadet.

(afterthought)
...But in this case I have to agree.
I never trusted Klingons ...well, no
mystery there. Go figure your father
and I on the same page? Am I right,
Ty?

Ty Kirk is aloof from the conversation, but his occasional
disapproving expression doesn't escape Cain.

TY KIRK
And just what page would that be?

GEORGE KIRK
(warning tone)

Dad...

CAIN
I just donÕt like the idea of you
leading a peace delegation to
Gastillion . 

(MORE)
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CAIN (CONT'D)
Get someone else...a diplomat. ThatÕs
what theyÕre there for.

(Winona)
No offense, Win.

WINONA
I was a translator, Cain, not a
diplomat. I translated for diplomats.

CAIN
(joking to Sam)

And they were speaking the same
language too.

Cain and Sam chuckle, again drawing a brief look of annoyance
from the quiet Ty Kirk.

GEORGE KIRK
Klingons  donÕt trust diplomats...but
Kalor  Arkanon trusts me...and when
you earn the trust of a Klingon,
thatÕs not something to be taken
lightly.

CAIN
And the fact that you gave their
fourth fleet such a pasting at Rigel
had nothing to do with it?

GEORGE KIRK
Absolutely nothing.

CAIN
What Starfleet  thinks is that with a
celebrated war hero leading the peace
delegation, they'll think twice about
doing anything stupid.

On that, Ty Kirk stands and sets his napkin down...

TY KIRK
I've got some work to do in the barn.

WINONA
No dessert Ty? I slaved over the
replicator  for seconds you know.

TY KIRK
(smiles)

Full up.

CAIN
See you Ty.

But Tiberius  doesn't respond to Cain. He simply leaves the
room...
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CAIN (CONT'D)
(to George)

Anyway, all I can say is, whatever
you and Arkanon played during recess
seems to have paid off.

YOUNG JAMES
You know Kalor  Arkanon?

George, briefly distracted by his father's less than cordial
exit, turns back...

GEORGE KIRK
As a young boy, James, yes I did. He
and I went to school together when
grand-dad was stationed in the rim
sector during the Romulan War.

YOUNG JAMES
Tarsus Academy?

GEORGE KIRK
That's right.

Cain turns his attention to young James...

CAIN
Yeah, and all grown up now...Arkanon
just  happens to be the leader of the
entire Klingon Empire...

(winks and grins at
young James)

...Our mortal enemies!

WINONA
Don't say that, Cain. I don't want
Jimmy here growing up hating Klingons .

SAM
Why not, mom? Come on, give it a
try. It's so easy. You can do it.

Winona smirks at her older son's teasing...

George again casts his eyes in the direction his father left
and decides to get up and follow after...

EXT. THE KIRK FAMILY HOME, PORCH - NIGHT

George walks out into the DARKNESS of the porch to see his
father walk into the barn.

Some WIND CHIMES hanging beneath the porch eaves TINKLE
GENTLY...

George steps down off the porch and walks toward the barn...

INT. KIRK FAMILY HOME/BARN - NIGHT

George walks in to find his father putting a few items into
the tack cabinet...
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GEORGE KIRK
Dad? I wanted to thank you for putting
us up while we figure out our next
move. You being close by was a God
send for Win.

TY KIRK
What was I supposed to do? Turn you
away?

GEORGE KIRK
Well, it was appreciated. I know Win
enjoys spending time here.

TY KIRK
Hand me that brush, will you?

George reaches for and hands his father a large long bristled
brush. He takes it and begins to brush long sweeping strokes
over Admiral...

GEORGE KIRK
I know what you're thinking, Dad...

TY KIRK
So we're Vulcan now?

Ty's  tone gets hard.

TY KIRK (CONT'D)
For God's sake, George...you have a
wife and one son still growing up.

Ty's  eyes shift toward the house...

GEORGE KIRK
I'm just a uniform--a symbol--nothing
more.

TY KIRK
Then why you? Why not somebody else?

GEORGE KIRK
(changes subject)

You know, you can't just walk out
like that when Cain gets under your
skin.

TY KIRK
I was being polite.

GEORGE KIRK
Well you know Cain. He's always been
like that.

TY KIRK
That's supposed to be an excuse?

GEORGE KIRK
It is what it is. He's my friend.
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TY KIRK
Well, there's one constant in the
universe--the men in this family and
their poor choice of friends.

GEORGE KIRK
Speak for yourself.

TY KIRK
What's that supposed to mean?

GEORGE KIRK
(resign)

Nothing.

TY KIRK
Then why'd you say it?

George hesitates, then continues...

GEORGE KIRK
Why? Honestly? Because you never
engage. You're always in tactical
retreat from anything that resembles
conflict to this private little
sanctuary of yours--this little walled
fortress of wood and sawdust and
memories where you can barricade
yourself from reality--from anything
that contradicts your own point of
view. Nobody can get past it. In
here you're in your own private safe
little universe where you're always
right--where your only company are
memories and regrets.

TY KIRK
Is that what you think? You think
I'm out here pining away? Feeling
sorry for myself? Good God, George--
you really are out of touch.

GEORGE KIRK
Me? I'm out of touch? Ever since we
lost Mom and John you've been like
this.

TY KIRK
Don't you dare. You leave your mother
and your brother out of this.

GEORGE KIRK
(resign)

Sure. Why not. Why break with
tradition now?

(beat)
The single most significant event in
our lives and we never talk about it--
never have--not since it happened. 

(MORE)
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GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
Oh, but now you suddenly think you
have the right to tell me how to
live my life? You gave up any
responsibility for that long ago.

Ty keeps on brushing, seemingly unaffected by the onslaught...

GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
You know what I remember most from
my childhood here? Nothing. Silence.
I grew up with a father whose voice
I could hardly remember the sound of
because he talked so little.

TY KIRK
Now who's wallowing in self pity?

GEORGE KIRK
(frustrated)

I don't have time for this--
(turns to go, stops,

turns back)
I miss them Dad. Both of them. Not a
day goes by that I don't. Sometimes
I think I've spent my entire life
trying to make this a better place
in their memory. That's the burden I
carry. That's how I deal with it--
but at least I am dealing with it.

TY KIRK
(deadpan)

Is that what you came all the way
out here to say?

GEORGE KIRK
(had it)

Fine. You want me to lay it out for
you? "Say what you mean and mean
what you say."  Isn't that what you
always said--that is when you said
anything at all? You want it? Here
it is. Sure, John fell in the line
of duty, and while it hurt, it was
an honorable sacrifice--but honor
and sacrifice can't mend a mother's
broken heart--and ultimately she
dealt with it in her own way. But
she tried to move on--oh how she
tried. You just didn't see it because
you were so caught up owning all the
guilt yourself--

TY KIRK
That's enough!

Ty hurls the brush to the sawdust covered dirt and steps
forward with anger in his eyes...
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TY KIRK (CONT'D)
Don't you say that. Don't you dare
say that!

GEORGE KIRK
I was ten years old Dad. She came to
me. What could I say? I was just a
boy.

(pause)
There's your guilt if you want to
wallow in it.

TY KIRK
Get out of here. I don't want to see
you anymore.

George shakes his head, turns and starts out the door, pauses
but doesn't turn back...

GEORGE KIRK
Congratulations Dad. You did it.
You're all alone. Quite the
accomplishment.

George disappears through the door into the night. Light
glimmers off Ty's  eyes...

EXT. THE KIRK FAMILY HOME, PORCH - NIGHT

FIREFLIES WINK and float about in the summer night as the
WIND CHIMES TINKLE SLIGHTLY. Young James has the futuristic
looking BINOCULARS pressed to his eyes, looking up at the
moonlit sky...

YOUNG JAMES
I donÕt see it.

SAM
YouÕre looking through the wrong
end, dumb-ass.

WINONA
I really wish you wouldnÕt call him
that, Sam.

Cain takes the binoculars...adjusts something...hands them
back to Young James who strains to see. Cain gently guides
the binoculars to a specific point in the night sky...

YOUNG JAMES
I can see it! I can see it!

Through the binoculars we see the FULL MOON and a huge
starship ...the U.S.S . FARRAGUT...a Constitution Class heavy
cruiser, shaking around in the handheld  binoculars...

CAIN
ThatÕs your daddyÕs ship.

Meanwhile George is walking back from the barn to the house
and overhears as he walks up the porch steps...
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GEORGE KIRK
Was. That's your "old rustbucket "
now, Cain.

Winona gives George a silent look of concern, which George
simply shakes his head in response to...

CAIN
(winks at Young James)

Maybe one day thatÕll be your old
rustbucket , Jimmy.

GEORGE KIRK
DonÕt be putting ideas in his head.

SAM
Yeah, they'd be lonely there.

WINONA
Sam.

YOUNG JAMES
(smiles)

ItÕs okay, Mom. It makes him feel
superior.

Young James gazes once again, transfixed through the
binoculars.

CAIN
Well at least it isn't the Kelvin.

WINONA
You can say that again.

GEORGE KIRK
The Kelvin was a good ship.

WINONA
Say that when you're nine months
pregnant and go into false labor.

A WISP OF BREEZE along with another distant rumble of
THUNDER...

GEORGE KIRK
(looks up at sky)

Sounds like a storm.
(Cain)

Come on, Cain. Let me walk you back
to the transporter station.

CAIN
Trying to get rid of me?

GEORGE KIRK
As quickly as possible.

Cain and George are obviously old friends with many adventures
shared. Sam comes over to say good-bye to his mother...
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WINONA
Be safe.

SAM
Don't worry, Mom. Love you.

With a look of quiet concern on her face, Winona watches Sam
jog to catch up with his father. Cain notices and gives Winona
a little hug and a kiss on the cheek...

CAIN
And I'll bring George back safe for
you.

WINONA
(short)

You do that.

CAIN
Come on, Sammy boy. Let's get you
back to kindergarten.

EXT. THE KIRK FAMILY HOME - NIGHT

As MILLIONS OF CRICKETS CHIRP as blue MOONLIT shadows of
tree branches finger the house and the WIND CHIMES GENTLY
HARMONIZE...

The sky is relatively clear with a few scattered clouds and
a FULL MOON despite the MUFFLED RUMBLE of a distant
thunderstorm...

Below, on the porch, George stands looking into the night
air as Winona comes out to join him...

GEORGE KIRK
I wouldn't worry. I can still see
stars.

WINONA
(unimpressed)

You weren't there.

GEORGE KIRK
I know.

WINONA
Jimmy keeps asking when we're moving
back to Iowa. I think he misses his
old friends. I'm glad Gary got to
come visit.

GEORGE KIRK
He'll make new friends in school
this fall.

(smiles)
And...we'll get our own home again
soon--wherever it turns out to be.



STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS "WAR AND PEACE" (12/25/2007) 26.

WINONA
I think your father likes having you
around.

George smiles as Winona takes his arm and they stand close
looking up at the sky...

GEORGE KIRK
I think he likes having you around.

Her eyes fall on the WIND CHIMES. We see that dangling down
between the long metal tubes is a BRASS WINGED HORSE...

WINONA
I remember when you got those. What
you used to say to me every time
youÕd have to head out on a mission
when we were on Kelvin? How youÕd be
back before Pegasus galloped toward
the moon?

GEORGE KIRK
(chuckles)

I was a romantic young fool, wasn't
I?

WINONA
You were a piece of work. Still are.

George Kirk notices the quiet but concerned expression on
Winona's moonlit face as she looks up into the night sky...

GEORGE KIRK
(comforting)

Don't worry about Sam either. This
whole thing will long over before
he's out of the Academy.

WINONA
It's not Sam I'm worried about.

GEORGE KIRK
And I'll be fine.

WINONA
You really think the fact that you
and Arkanon were grade school buddies
will be enough to avert another war?

GEORGE KIRK
It has to Win. If there's to be any
hope for peace.

(pauses)
Besides you know Cain...first sign
of anything and he's guns a blazing.

WINONA
I don't want "guns-a-blazing"...I
want warp engines a-blazing.
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GEORGE KIRK
I love you, you know.

WINONA
Obviously not as much as I love you,
but I'll get over it.

But it's not really true. They love each other very much and
it's obvious. She leans her head on his shoulder and they
look up at the moon and stars between the moonlit clouds...

Meanwhile, above them, a young boy...the future Captain James
Tiberius  Kirk, gazes out through his open bedroom window up
at the starry skies through his binoculars to the sound of
the WIND CHIMES carried on a breeze...

DISSOLVE TO...

EXT. THE KIRK FAMILY HOME - DAY

High up in a sturdy tree, on a branch that makes for a good
place to sit, young James Kirk reads...

BOOK: A TALE OF TWO CITIES BY CHARLES DICKENS

A thin leafy vine descends and tickles his nose. He brushes
it away, ignores it, continues reading. The vine seems to
have a mind of its own and moves right back in and tickles
his nose again.

Kirk lays the book down and looks up to see...

Annie grinning down at him, the vine clutched in her hand.
She's on another branch above him.

YOUNG ANNIE
So what city are you on?

YOUNG JAMES
Very funny. I promised dad I'd finish
reading it by the time he got back.

(looks)
What about you?

Annie brings up a smaller BOOK...

YOUNG ANNIE
Tarbold .

YOUNG JAMES
(agony)

Good Lord.

YOUNG ANNIE
Found it on your porch.

YOUNG JAMES
Dad refuses to let his class have
anything but real books.

(MORE)
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YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
(thinks)

We're up in a tree, reading books,
which they killed trees to make.
Irony.

YOUNG ANNIE
I hope they don't hold a grudge.
It's a long way down.

Annie leans back against the tree trunk with the closed book
on her lap as a persistent October BREEZE rustles through
the leaves, and the tree sways ever so slightly with a
soothing creak...

YOUNG ANNIE (CONT'D)
You miss Iowa?

YOUNG JAMES
(thoughtful)

Not as much as I thought, I guess.

YOUNG ANNIE
I've never seen a tornado...not in
real life. The weather system pretty
much controls them I thought.

YOUNG JAMES
Pretty much. One gets by sometimes.
One in particular I'm sure of.

YOUNG ANNIE
You must have been scared to death.

YOUNG JAMES
No. Not really.

YOUNG ANNIE
(as if)

Whatever.

YOUNG JAMES
No. Seriously. I've never been afraid
of anything in my life--I know how
that sounds--but I haven't. Happy,
sad, angry--everything but afraid.

(recalls)
That tornado? If Sam hadn't gotten
to me--

(on her expression)
You don't believe a word I'm saying,
do you?

(thoughtful)
Doesn't make much sense to me either.

YOUNG ANNIE
Gary doesn't like me much, huh?

YOUNG JAMES
He's just like that.
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YOUNG ANNIE
How'd  you guys become friends anyway?

YOUNG JAMES
Sitting outside the Principal's
office.

YOUNG ANNIE
What were you doing in the Principal's
office?

YOUNG JAMES
We got into a fight.

YOUNG ANNIE
You became friends after you got
into a fight?

Something glinting in the sky catches James'  eye. He brings
the binoculars to his eyes and aims them up. False alarm. 

YOUNG ANNIE (CONT'D)
So you think you'll stay here or
move back to Iowa?

YOUNG JAMES
I don't know. I hope my Dad lets me
go to Tarsus Academy.

YOUNG ANNIE
Tarsus Academy?

YOUNG JAMES
Yeah. 

YOUNG ANNIE
Never heard of it.

YOUNG JAMES
It's a private boarding school--sort
of like Harry Potter but without the
magic stuff. It's on Tarsus Four.

YOUNG ANNIE
Where is that?

YOUNG JAMES
(half-jokes)

I don't know...second star to the
right?

YOUNG ANNIE
You read too much.

(frowns)
Your dad would send you away to
school?

YOUNG JAMES
Actually I want to go. Everybody
wants to. 

(MORE)
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YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
Even Vulcans  are sending their kids
there. That's where my dad met Kalor
Arkanon.

YOUNG ANNIE
I've never seen a Klingon.

YOUNG JAMES
Me either. Never seen a Vulcan either
for that matter.

Annie turns her head sideways, draws her blonde hair back
over her shoulder and pinches her ear into a point...

YOUNG ANNIE
What do you think? Would I make a
good Vulcan?

YOUNG JAMES
Do they even have blonde Vulcans ?

She let go of her ear and let her hair fall back, then she
turned to look at him intently for a few moments. Then, on a
moment of impulse and completely without hesitation, she
leans down and very practically kisses James on the lips.
Both part with that clumsy youthful confusion as they discover
a new thing.

It's a long strange but memorable moment as the two just
study each other after what we might assume is a first kiss
for both.

She purses her lips as she studies his reaction intently.

YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
You waiting for me to say something?

YOUNG ANNIE
I really don't know what the big
deal is.

YOUNG JAMES
(practical)

Try it again?

YOUNG ANNIE
(practical)

Yeah.

Time stands still. Annie closes her eyes, leaning in toward
James as leaves rustle about the branches of the tree. Their
lips touch. There's an innocent magic. They part. This time
it's clear both were affected as they smile at each other...

YOUNG ANNIE (CONT'D)
You waiting for me to say something?

DISSOLVE TO...
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EXT. GASTILLION ORBIT

Several KLINGON D-6 WARSHIPS SWEEP INTO ORBIT above the hazy
ocean of atmosphere of the archaic world of GASTILLION...

REVEAL SEVERAL FEDERATION STARSHIPS at stationkeeping
including the U.S.S . FARRAGUT, the U.S.S . ENTERPRISE, the
U.S.S . KELVIN and the U.S.S . ARCHER...

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

The front viewscreen  on the bridge of the most famous starship
in history gazes out on the arriving flotilla of Klingon
warships...

CAPTAIN ROBERT APRIL, a confident and seasoned commander of
considerable experience steps center bridge to face the front
viewscreen ...

CAPTAIN APRIL
Officer of the deck, render honors.

ENTERPRISE EXEC.
Honors, aye!

The COMPUTERIZED BOSON'S WHISTLE ECHOES...

INT. FARRAGUT/MAIN BRIDGE

Captain Cain watches the same exchange on the front viewscreen
of the Farragut  bridge. CAPTAIN ROBAU of the U.S.S . Kelvin
is INSET...

CAPTAIN ROBAU (V.O.)
(on screen)

I thought they said three ships.

CAIN
(annoyed)

They did say three ships.

CHARLIE GARROVICK, the X.O. steps up beside Cain...

CHARLIE GARROVICK
(half-smile)

Maybe they consider the Chancellor's
flagship a diplomatic vessel.

CAPTAIN ROBAU (V.O.)
Maybe they just can't count. Kelvin
out.

Robau's  image VANISHES.

CHARLIE GARROVICK
Miss your old ship?

CAIN
Kelvin? That's not a ship. That's
bad plumbing in a tin can.
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Suddenly one of the Klingon warships fires an ENERGY SALVO
that sails high above the main saucer of Enterprise.

FARRAGUT HELM OFFICER
The Klingon flagship is firing on
Enterprise!

The HELM OFFICER seems very excited despite the rest of the
BRIDGE CREW'S seemingly strange silence as all heads turn to
look on the youthful Helm Officer as he flails his fingers
across his board. Cain leaps to smack the Helm Officer's
hands away and slam his finger on a button...

CAIN
(angry)

Get those shields back down for God's
sake!

CHARLIE GARROVICK
(into Comm)

X.O to all stations. Stand down.
Repeat, stand down.

CAIN
(to Helm Officer)

What the hell's wrong with you?
(calms himself)

Check the power level of that salvo.
Go on...check it.

FARRAGUT HELM OFFICER
(sheepish, embarrassed)

It's one-one-hundredth percent.

CAIN
Yeah?

FARRAGUT HELM OFFICER
(sheepish)

That's how Klingons  render honors--
aye Skipper.

CAIN
That's right.

Cain breathes, then steps back to lower into his command
chair, rubbing his forehead as if fatigued...

CAIN (CONT'D)
We're all a bit nervous here, but
let's stay frosty.

(to Helm Officer)
And you...crack open your Starfleet
Manual.

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

A very youthful COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER turns...
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LT. ARMSTRONG
The Klingon flagship is hailing,
sir.

George Kirk stands next to April with another man, DOCTOR
BOYCE, Enterprise's chief medical officer.

CAPTAIN APRIL
(to George Kirk)

Well, it's your show Kirk.

GEORGE KIRK
Hailing frequencies, lieutenant.

LT. ARMSTRONG
Hailing frequencies open, Captain.

GEORGE KIRK
(turns toward screen)

This is George Kirk. On behalf of
the United Federation of Planets,
I'd like to extend you a warm welcome
to Gastillion .

The viewscreen  RIPPLES to reveal CHANCELLOR KALOR ARKANON, a
considerable presence for a Klingon but with kind and unusual
sky-blue eyes...who smiles at Kirk...

CHANCELLOR ARKANON
(on screen)

Hello old friend.

GEORGE KIRK
(smiles)

Chancellor. It is very good to see
you again.

(indicates April)
May I introduce Captain Robert April
of the flagship Enterprise.

CHANCELLOR ARKANON
(to April)

Captain.

CAPTAIN APRIL
Chancellor. An honor.

(indicates Boyce)
My chief medical officer, Doctor
Boyce.

CHANCELLOR ARKANON
(to Boyce)

Doctor.

BOYCE
Chancellor.
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CHANCELLOR ARKANON
(to Kirk)

Well shall we, old friend, off to
the fortress as the Bard might have
put it?

(smiles)
Some of us actually studied at Tarsus
Four.

GEORGE KIRK
(smiles)

I'll see you there. Kirk out.

The viewscreen  RIPPLES back to the planet vista and the
Klingon ships...

CAPTAIN APRIL
Good luck.

GEORGE KIRK
Thanks Bob.

(to Boyce)
Doctor?

Kirk follows after Boyce into the turbo  elevator...

INT. FARRAGUT/MAIN BRIDGE

Cain steps to the command chair and activates the intercom
as the LIVE VIDEO from the summit PLAYS ONSCREEN...

CAIN
(into all-call)

Cain to transporter room. I want you
to keep a constant transporter lock
on Kirk... at all times...is that
clear?

ENTERPRISE OFFICER (V.O.)
(over intercom)

I'm sorry, Captain, isn't that against
diplomatic protocol?

CAIN
(into all-call)

It's also against protocol to beam
my hearing-impaired transporter chief
into space.

ENTERPRISE OFFICER (V.O.)
(over intercom)

Aye, sir. Constant transporter lock.

EXT. GASTILLION/FORTRESS - DAY

The ANCIENT WALLED FORTRESS RUINS of gold domed spires and
parapets rests on a rocky spit of land on a vast primordial
ocean. A MASSIVE RINGED-MOON sets on the distant horizon
against a purple-violet sky...
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Several small transport-type SPACECRAFT of both Federation
and Klingon origin are parked randomly in the spacious ocean-
front courtyard...

INT. GASTILLION/FORTRESS THRONE ROOM - DAY

PURPLE SUNLIGHT STREAMS in through large openings in the
high vaulted ceiling to illuminate the cold stone floor of
the large throne room, which in contrast boasts the addition
of much more modern chairs arranged around a futuristic
podium. Hundreds of DELEGATES, VIP'S, FEDERATION and KLINGON
OFFICERS have risen from their seats and are CLAPPING as
Kalor  Arkanon gives a speech...

ARKANON
Kahless  himself, the greatest of all
Klingons ...both warrior and
philosopher...our first emperor...
stood in front of his most loyal
warriors... The Five...here within
this great hall.

(reading scroll)
"I have failed you my Five," Kahless
said while outside, an enemy of six
hundred laid siege, "for we are now
on the eve of the abyss, and tomorrow
I shall look on your faces no more." 
And so at midnight, in the glow of
firelight, and before the eyes of
his loyal Five, Kahless  and his lover
Lukara  were joined. But in the
darkness, the enemy attacked, and
the new queen was the first to die.

(to delegation)
It is said that in his despair and
fury, Kahless  and his Five slaughtered
all six-hundred of the enemy. When
the battle was over, Kahless  held
his bat'leth  high above his head
toward the rising sun and his
warrior's soul left his body in a
roar...

(reads again)
...And with a mighty swing he smote
his bat'leth  on a rock, breaking it
asunder. Kahless  then fell to his
knees and said, "From the light of
this dawn and for all time, I shall
fight no more."

(to delegation)
And on the eve of that day, as a
great storm brewed out at sea, Kahless
ordered his warriors to place him
and his fallen queen on a raft of
timbers, and then to push them out
on the ocean.

(reads)
And before he vanished on the waves,
Kahless  raised his hand toward the
sky, "Look for me there on that point 

(MORE)
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ARKANON (CONT'D)
of light. For from there one day I
shall return."  And as a storm blew,
Kahless  and Lukara  were seen no more.

(to delegation)
So here, on the eve of this day, I
stand before both Klingon and Terran
and call on all of us to release our
warrior's spirits to be carried off
by the eternal solar winds...to the
stars...and to fight with our brothers
no more!

Another resound of APPLAUSE including from the DELEGATES
seated on the podium...George Kirk, GENERAL GAST, VULCAN
AMBASSADOR SAREK, ADMIRAL T'POL  and Klingon MINISTER GORKON.

Arkanon turns to George Kirk...

ARKANON (CONT'D)
I give you my very old friend, Captain
George Samuel Kirk, without whom
none of this could be.

Arkanon extends his hand and George Kirk stands to another
round of APPLAUSE. George Kirk steps up and he and he and
Arkanon vigorously shake hands.

George smiles as he bends in to the microphone on the
lectern...

GEORGE KIRK
Retired. Please...and I hope you
will excuse my lack of eloquence.
Shakespeare is easy. Klingon is hard.

(to Arkanon)
As we on Earth say, you're a tough
act to follow, my old friend.

A resound of LAUGHTER as George and Arkanon enjoy a moment
together.

GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
My thanks also go to minister Gorkon,
whose tireless efforts translating
Arkanon's words were invaluable.

GORKON
(smiles)

Many words.

More laughter. George furrows his eyebrows as he pauses to
gaze out at all the expectant faces of the various
delegations...

GEORGE KIRK
Back on Earth my younger son likes
to read. Right now he is reading A
Tale of Two Cities. It's a story
written three centuries ago. 

(MORE)
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GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
In fact, he promised he'd finish it
by the time I got back from here.
It's a long book. I sincerely hope
our time here won't take quite that
long.

Polite LAUGHTER...

GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
While much different stories, the
history of the Klingon is also a
tale of two cities--or planets in
this case. Gastillion  and Qo'noS .
Gastillion , here, where we now stand,
has traveled far from home since it
was carried off by its new star when
the two solar systems passed through
each other some five-thousand Earth
years ago. Like brothers separated
at birth, neither knew of the other
until some eighty-four years ago
when human colonists from Earth
settled here and discovered ruins
like this fortress and the history
therein. Since then, this ancient
world has long been a point of dispute
between human and Klingon. But today
it ends here with us as we all put
our names to a few pages of history
and forge a new future of peace
between human and Klingon.

Another RESOUND OF APPLAUSE...

GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
So, with simple economy, and on behalf
and with the full authority of the
United Federation of Planets, I
formally return jurisdiction of this
historic world back to its rightful
owners.

A STANDING OVATION FROM ALL PRESENT...

EXT. GASTILLION/FORTRESS - NIGHT

A magnificent night vista of the ancient fortress...

INT. GASTILLION/FORTRESS UPPER HALL - NIGHT

An upper room of the archaic fortress has been transformed
into a mingling room for the SUMMIT DELEGATIONS, complete
with tables of FOOD and DRINK...

EXT. GASTILLION/FORTRESS PARAPET - NIGHT

George Kirk and Arkanon stand gazing out at the magnificent
ocean vista, massive moon and starry sky from a stone parapet
of the ancient castle ruin...
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ARKANON
To think that Kahless  himself one
gazed out on this.

(to Kirk)
It is good to see you again George.

GEORGE KIRK
You as well my old friend.

(remembers something)
Oh, do I need to keep this anymore?

Kirk pulls out a small DATA MODULE which Arkanon recognizes
with a smile.

GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
Obviously you made it safely.

ARKANON
Ah, yes, my urgent message. Keep it.
A bit of history. Something to amuse
your children and grand-children
with years from now.

They laugh as George puts the module back into his pocket.

ARKANON (CONT'D)
(serious)

But all is still not well, George.
There are Klingons  who do not want
peace. There have even been movements
afoot to ally ourselves with the
Romulans .

GEORGE KIRK
That'd make a solid impression back
on Earth.

ARKANON
Days like today make great history,
but when the echo of the last speech
fades, the cold harsh reality returns.
There is too much profit to be made
in the business of war. One of your
people... a warrior named Eisenhower
two hundred of your years ago once
called it--the "military industrial
complex."

GEORGE KIRK
(smiles)

You did study back on Tarsus Four.

ARKANON
So how are those sons of yours?

GEORGE KIRK
Sam's a Starfleet  cadet. Little Jimmy,
he wants to go away to school on
Tarsus.
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ARKANON
You have been telling him stories
about our years there. Perhaps he
will meet a lifelong friend there as
I did.

GEORGE KIRK
And your son?

ARKANON
Prath? Not like his father. Very
passionate...a young warrior trying
to impress his bloodline. He has a
warrior's heart.

GEORGE KIRK
More like you than you want to admit
I think.

ARKANON
Do you remember how we first met?

GEORGE KIRK
On Tarsus? I most certainly do.

ARKANON
Did I ever apologize?

GEORGE KIRK
Not at all. It wouldn't have been
proper for a Klingon.

They laugh like old friends...

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

The Enterprise TACTICAL OFFICER'S eyes suddenly widen as he
looks through the viewer...

ENTERPRISE TAC. OFFICER
Captain I have a vessel in the no-
fly zone. Sector four.

April steps over to look through the viewer as the Tactical
Officer leans back to allow him to do so...

CAPTAIN APRIL
He's at warp. That's no navigation
error.

(announces)
Red alert!

(to Comm. Officer)
Hail that vessel and warn them off.

The RED ALERT BEACON FLASHES along with the SIREN...

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
(begins to repeat)

Unidentified vessel, you are in
violation of the no-fly zone. 

(MORE)
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ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER (CONT'D)
Turn your vessel around or you will
be fired on. Repeat...

CAPTAIN APRIL
What do you have?

ENTERPRISE TAC. OFFICER
Scanners register it as a smaller
scout class vessel of some kind.
Unable to tell if it's civilian or
military. He's on a direct course
for the planet.

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
No response on all hails, Captain!

CAPTAIN APRIL
Range?

ENTERPRISE TAC. OFFICER
Four Parsecs and closing.

(alarm)
He's increasing speed now! Warp one-
five-zero! One-eight-zero!

April slams his fist on the command chair intercom...

CAPTAIN APRIL
Enterprise to Farragut !

CAIN (V.O.)
We see it Bob!

ENTERPRISE TAC. OFFICER
The Klingons  are moving to intercept!

EXT. GASTILLION ORBIT

The two D-6 KLINGON WARSHIPS spread their formation as they
accelerate out of orbit. We see ENTERPRISE, KELVIN and
FARRAGUT in the distance over the night planetary vista...

INT. FARRAGUT/MAIN BRIDGE

The Farragut  TACTICAL OFFICER studies his scope...

CAIN
(realization)

It's a suicide run.
(hits chair com)

Bob he's going to ram the planet!

CAPTAIN APRIL (V.O.)
(over comm)

We'll engage with the Klingons ! You
evac  those delegates from that
fortress!

CAIN
Cain out!

(MORE)
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CAIN (CONT'D)
(to Comm. Officer)

Alert the delegation! Emergency evac
plan one!

(into chair comm)
Hanger deck stand by to receive
incoming!

(to himself)
Why do I always have to be right?

INT. GASTILLION/FORTRESS PARAPET - NIGHT

George Kirk and Arkanon still stand talking when several
Starfleet  and Klingon SECURITY PERSONNEL, along with Boyce
come running in...

GEORGE KIRK
What's going on?

STARFLEET SEC. GUARD
Chancellor, Captain, we're evacuating!

ARKANON
Why?

STARFLEET SEC. GUARD
There's a ship in the no-fly-zone.
Please, come with us quickly.

Kirk and Arkanon are rushed from the overlook and inside...

EXT. GASTILLION/FORTRESS - NIGHT

The plaza is suddenly a BEEHIVE OF ACTIVITY and VOICES as
DELEGATES, Klingon and Starfleet  PERSONNEL rush to board the
various TRANSPORT SHIPS parked...some of which are already
LIFTING OFF into the night sky...

EXT. GASTILLION ORBIT

The two Klingon warships, along with Enterprise sweep into
formation as they race away from Gastillion ...

INT. KLINGON WARSHIP/MAIN BRIDGE

A chaos of anxiety as the KLINGON CAPTAIN and his CREW yell
to each other in KLINGON...

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

Also a CHAOTIC NOISY SCENE with BRIDGE CREW running from
station to station...

CAPTAIN APRIL
(frustrated)

No! That's not what I said! Tell
that Klingon captain in the flagship
to...

April slams his fist down on his chair arm...
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CAPTAIN APRIL (CONT'D)
(sudden anger)

Will somebody please get the God-
damned universal translator working!

ENTERPRISE TAC. OFFICER
Planet impact one-minute twelve-
seconds! Intruder now at... warp two!

ENTERPRISE EXEC.
That's impossible! No ship that size
can make warp two without ripping
itself to pieces!

CAPTAIN APRIL
I don't think he's worried about
that.

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
The Klingon warships have been ordered
to intercept. They're warping out of
orbit!

CAPTAIN APRIL
They're going too fast! They'll blow
right past before they can de-warp
and engage.

(resolve)
New course! Back to the planet! I
want you to put us between that
intruder and the planet! Max distance!

April and his exec share knowing looks as the Helm Officer
looks confused.

ENTERPRISE EXEC.
You heard the captain!

ENTERPRISE HELM OFFICER
Aye, sir!

The Helm Officer quickly manipulates the controls...

EXT. ENTERPRISE AND KLINGON WARSHIP

Enterprise BANKS OFF AND AWAY...

EXT. GASTILLION/FORTRESS - NIGHT

CHAOS as more ships are boarding and LIFTING OFF...

Guarded by a number of elite looking KLINGON SOLDIERS, a
particularly important and IMPRESSIVE LOOKING TRANSPORT is
parked apart--cordoned off from the rest, and it is emblazoned
with the SEAL OF THE KLINGON EMPIRE...

George Kirk, Arkanon, and the Starfleet  and Klingon security
SQUADS rush to board the craft...
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CAIN (V.O.)
(over Kirk's

communicator)
I'll beam you aboard but you have to
stop moving!

GEORGE KIRK
(into communicator)

No! Use the transporters for the
delegates! I'm boarding the
Chancellor's ship now!

INT. FARRAGUT MAIN HANGER DECK

SEVERAL TRANSPORTS float in to land while others already
landed dis-board  CROWDS OF EVACUEES...

INT. FARRAGUT/MAIN BRIDGE

Cain talks into his chair arm comm...

CAIN
I don't know if I like this George.

GEORGE KIRK (V.O.)
(over comm)

See you in orbit. Kirk out.

FARRAGUT TAC. OFFICER
Enterprise has positioned itself
directly between the intruder and
the planet!

CAIN
(into comm)

Cain to Enterprise! Bob, are you
crazy? You can't stop that ship!
It'll plow right through you and
then right through the planet as
well!

CAPTAIN APRIL (V.O.)
(over comm)

Counting on that. I'm going to lay
down a spread of armed photon
torpedoes and detonate them at the
last second with plasma vented from
the deflector. It'll collapse his
warp field and he'll vaporize long
before hitting the planet.

CAIN
(dread)

Bob...to make that work...

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

April talks into his chair comm to Cain...



STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS "WAR AND PEACE" (12/25/2007) 44.

CAPTAIN APRIL
(into comm)

I know.

FARRAGUT TAC. OFFICER (V.O.)
(over comm, in

background)
Intruder fifty-one seconds from
impact!

CAPTAIN APRIL
(into comm)

Save everyone you can. Enterprise
out.

April turns off the comm to see his bridge crew all turned
to face him...

CAPTAIN APRIL (CONT'D)
(firm)

General Order Thirteen! Evac  stations.
All crew to the escape pods.

A moment as everyone realizes April means to stay. The Exec
steps forward confidently...

ENTERPRISE EXEC.
You heard the Captain.

(into the all-call)
This is the X.O. General Order
Thirteen. I repeat, all hands to
evacuation stations. Code alpha-zulu-
one-five . Verify and execute.

CAPTAIN APRIL
Give me Nav on auto. Tactical officer,
arm all photon torpedoes and rig
them for manual detonate from the
Helm console.

As the Exec's VOICE ECHOES over the PA, the CREW quickly
disbands their stations and heads out.

The Tactical Officer starts to work quickly at the weapons
console but the Exec steps up, lays a hand on his shoulder...

ENTERPRISE EXEC.
Go on. I got it.

With a last worried look, the Tactical Officer follows after
his fellow crew to the turbo-lift ...

CAPTAIN APRIL
You too, Matt.

ENTERPRISE EXEC.
Sorry, sir but my job description
doesn't include evacuating.

(smiles)
Besides, you're a lousy pilot.
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A moment passes between the two apparently good friends, and
then the Exec sits at the weapons console and works it...

ENTERPRISE EXEC. (CONT'D)
All photon stations armed for manual
deploy...laying down stationary
field...firing now.

EXT. GASTILLION ORBIT/ENTERPRISE

From beneath Enterprise's saucer, ESCAPE PODS JETTISON from
various places on the vessel just as a number of photon
torpedoes FIRE AND SPREAD OFF INTO THE DISTANCE...

INT. FARRAGUT/MAIN BRIDGE

Cain and crew watch Enterprise on the viewscreen ...

CAIN
(to himself)

Crazy son-of-a-bitch.
(into chair comm)

Hanger deck prepare to receive
Enterprise evacuees.

(beat, quietly)
Helm, move us to a safe distance but
don't raise shields until the last
possible moment. Try to get as many
of those transports inside as you
can.

(to Tactical Officer)
E.T.A.?

FARRAGUT TAC. OFFICER
Twenty-eight seconds, Skipper.

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

As before...only April and his Exec at the Helm and Tactical
stations--alone on the bridge...

CAPTAIN APRIL
All plasma vents shunted and rigged,
Skipper.

ENTERPRISE EXEC.
Got it. Exterior vent forcefields
ready for full open.

(looks at display)
Intruder I.P . twenty-two seconds.

April half-smiles as the two suddenly find themselves with a
few spare moments...

ENTERPRISE EXEC. (CONT'D)
It's been an honor, Captain.

CAPTAIN APRIL
The honor was mine, Matt.
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INT. FARRAGUT/MAIN BRIDGE

As before, Cain and his bridge crew watch anxiously...

FARRAGUT TAC. OFFICER
Intruder fifteen seconds from impact!

EXT. GASTILLION/FORTRESS - NIGHT

Arkanon's transport ship LIFTS UP AND SAILS SKYWARD from the
seaside fortress toward the massive moon hanging across the
night sky and glimmering off the ocean to the horizon...

INT. ARKANON'S TRANSPORT - NIGHT

George Kirk and Arkanon smile quietly to one another as the
ship VIBRATES around them...

ARKANON
Never a dull moment? Isn't that what
you used to say back in school?

GEORGE KIRK
(smiles)

With you around there never was.

INT. FARRAGUT/MAIN BRIDGE

As before...

FARRAGUT TAC. OFFICER
(counting down)

Eleven...ten... nine...

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

As before. April and his Exec.

ENTERPRISE EXEC.
(counting down)

...Eight...seven...six...

April flips up the safety cover to a control and hovers his
finger over it...

INT. FARRAGUT/MAIN BRIDGE

BOOM! BRIGHT FLASH on the viewscreen !

The lingering FLASH blinks through their viewscreen  as well...

FARRAGUT TAC. OFFICER
He's gone!

CAIN
(annoyed)

Yes thank you I know that.
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FARRAGUT TAC. OFFICER
No, Skipper... the intruder...he's
gone...exploded less than nine-hundred-
thousand kilometers out.

Cain leaps to the tactical viewer to confirm...

CAIN
Why?

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

April yanks his finger from the vent control.

CAPTAIN APRIL
What happened?

EXT. SKIES ABOVE GASTILLION - NIGHT

BOOM! ARKANON'S TRANSPORT EXPLODES AND WHAT'S LEFT HURLS
INTO A FIERY DIVE TOWARD THE SURFACE!

It hits the ground, SKIDDING, SPARKING and BREAKING APART as
it plows a ditch across the night-time surface of a desolate
landscape...

INT. FARRAGUT/MAIN BRIDGE

The Communications Officer spins around...

FARRAGUT COMM. OFFICER
Skipper! The Chancellor's transport
is down!

CAIN
What?

FARRAGUT COMM. OFFICER
(listening to earpiece)

It exploded in flight...attempted an
emergency landing.

CAIN
(realization)

It was decoy...
(sudden dread)

Oh Jesus Christ!

Cain leaps toward the turbo-lift  elevator and sprints in...

EXT. GASTILLION DESOLATE TERRAIN - NIGHT

The FIERY WRECKAGE of Arkanon's transport continues to BLAZE
a column of SMOKE AND SPARKS into the night sky as several
TRANSPORTS fly in to land nearby...

A BEAMING SPARKLE materializes Cain and he breaks into a
sprint toward the wreckage...sees two figures in SILHOUETTE
against the bright BLAZE...one laying on the ground, the
other kneeling over...
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CAIN
George!

Cain runs up to find Doctor Boyce kneeling over the grievously
wounded Arkanon. Boyce himself is bloodied pretty good as
well but he tries valiantly to administer medical attention
to the lifeless Arkanon...

CAIN (CONT'D)
Where's Kirk? Where's Kirk?

BOYCE
(in pain)

...Didn't...make it.

Cain bolts toward the blazing wreckage but is stopped short
when it...

EXPLODES INTO A TOWERING INFERNO!

Cain is devastated...gazing at the FLAMING FURY...the bright
BLAZE glowing on his devastated face...

EXT. THE KIRK FAMILY HOME - DAY

The GLOWING SPARKS of the blaze seem to become SWIRLING AMBER-
COLORED LEAVES and the night becomes day. ItÕs mid-Autumn
now...

James is once again up in the tree reading "Tale of Two
Cities" but he's by himself this time...

Something on the ground far below catches his eye now. TWO
FIGURES walking up the path between the barn toward the house
and front porch...

YOUNG JAMES
Dad!

Looking excitedly through the binoculars, he sees itÕs Cain
and SOMEONE ELSE, walking beside Cain...he canÕt see who it
is as they are occluded by the trees...

YOUNG JAMES (CONT'D)
Dad!

Excited, young James scrambles down the tree, to the ground
and breaks into a sprint, smiling...

EXT. THE KIRK FAMILY HOME/PATH TO HOUSE

James runs excitedly up the path, kicking up dry scratchy
leaves as he runs...

YOUNG JAMES
Dad! Dad!

Almost to the steps of the porch, James stops short, his
face falling as he sees Ty Kirk holding Winona as she sobs.
The other Starfleet  officer is April, who stands quietly
nearby. Tiberius  looks with mounting anger at Cain...
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Cain turns and locks eyes with young James. The sadness on
his face crushes the boy, who just stands there as the leaves
swirl and scratch around his feet from a sudden BRISK FALL
WIND blowing strongly through the bony trees...

Annie appears, smiling as she walks up from the path...sees
this scene and her face falls...

Young James Tiberius  Kirk is in shock, the devastating sadness
tears on the verge...

Annie watches sadly, her eyes pooling with tears as she looks
at the boy with whom she shared her first kiss...

Young James begins to step backwards...staggering away from
the scene...a stumble and then a turn and suddenly he breaks
into an all-out sprint across the farm and away up the rolling
hills...

Annie runs after him but soon falls behind and just stops,
watching him run further and further away...

FOLLOW JAMES KIRK AS HE RUNS AWAY FROM THE FAMILY FARM...UP
INTO THE HILLSIDE OF TREES ABLAZE WITH FIERY AUTUMN COLORS...

Exhausted, young James begins to falter, his legs begin to
give out and he finally runs himself into the ground...

The young boy falls to his knees as the TALL WILD GRASS
BILLOWS AND ROLLS around him, undulating like waves on an
ocean as his tearful eyes gaze skyward...

EXT. FARRAGUT MAIN HANGER DECK - EARTH ORBIT

Reminiscent of an old style WWII Navy aircraft carrier flight
deck, hundreds of Starfleet  OFFICERS in ranks at attention...

At the far end, the huge open hanger deck doors look out on
a magnificent Earth orbit vista...

ItÕs a memorial service for George Kirk. We see the family
seated... Tiberius  Kirk, Winona, Sam and young James. Cain
stands, accepts the folded flag from the HONOR GUARD, takes
it to present it to Winona, whose eyes gleam with tears as
they lock sad eyes...

As Cain steps away, his eyes briefly lock with Ty Kirk's,
who gazes back with an expression just short of hatred.

Captain April, his Exec and other familiar faces are also
present...

Young James notices among the Starfleet  officers present is
a Vulcan female officer...REAR ADMIRAL T'POL .

Young James...calmer now and not crying...perhaps overwhelmed
as he watches every moment intently, staring into the eyes
of the normally stoic Cain, but who now betrays tears on the
verge...
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FROM SOMEWHERE ELSE, AN AUTHORITATIVE VOICE ECHOES AS IF
GIVING A SPEECH...

UFP PRESIDENT (V.O.)
...It is with great sadness that I
appear before this assembly today...

Near the open hanger deck doors, an HONOR GUARD dressed in
OLD EARTH MILITARY UNIFORMS, gripping old-style rifles FIRE
a loud, SNAPPING FUSILLADE of a gun salute in unified
precision...

Winona jerks slightly with the first SNAP of RIFLE FIRE.

UFP PRESIDENT (V.O.) (CONT'D)
...Because of the tragedy at the
summit at Gastillion  and the failure
to reach agreement...

James'  older brother Sam, with a look between tearful sadness
and seething anger wipes his eyes and briefly gazes at young
James too...

UFP PRESIDENT (V.O.) (CONT'D)
...A state of war now exists between
the United Federation of Planets and
the Klingon Empire...

A squadron of space fighters SWOOSH past the flight deck.
James'  young eyes burn this moment in time that will be with
him for life...

FADE TO BLACK..

END OF PART ONE
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STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS
"War And Peace"

PART TWO

FADE IN:

2348

A deep ROARING, HOWLING, wind-like noise...like a hurricane
GROWS LOUDER...

EXT. SOMEWHERE...DEEP IN SPACE

A GIGANTIC TYPHOON-LIKE BLACK HOLE...Goliath and stretching
infinitely...sucks in huge mountainous TIDAL WAVES of cosmic
material from as far as the eye can see...

SUDDENLY...THUNDEROUS BOOMS like shipboard cannons of old...

The Federation Constitution Class battlecruiser  FARRAGUT
rolls past, portside  photon torpedoes and phasers  blasting a
FUSILLADE of blazing destruction...

FOLLOWED BY the D-7 Klingon warship RAVARION, disruptor
torpedos BOOMING back...

The starships  BATTLE FURIOUSLY as ROLLING TSUNAMIS of cosmic
debris is sucked past them into the gigantic space cyclone...

INT. FARRAGUT/MAIN BRIDGE

Familiar, dark, technical, 360-degrees of stations of glowing
and blinking consoles and displays.

Havoc as the crew frantically holds their stations while
shaken, tossed and rocked by the battle and the black hole...

KIRK
(yells over NOISE)

All shields, full starboard!

JAMES T. KIRK, now all grown up, handsome...yells back as
the ship shudders under another direct salvo from RAVARION...

MITCHELL
Shields full starboard, aye!

Equally handsome, with a reckless swarthy twinkle in his
eyes, LT. COMMANDER GARY MITCHELL, yells back from the weapons
console...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
Starboard phaser stations... fire!

Tactical officer, Lieutenant Commander KELLY LEBLANC, sharp,
dark-haired , good-looking, efficient...jams her finger on
her side of the helm/ nav  console.

LT. CMDR. LEBLANC
All starboard stations fire!
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Teams of OFFICERS at tactical consoles. Storm rolls the huge
carrier ship while gun hits from RAVARION jolt and shake it.

MITCHELL
He's powering up forward arrays again!

KIRK
Helm, three-five-seven degrees
starboard!

HELM OFFICER
Helm, three-five-seven degrees, aye!

Ship reels, rolls...

ANOTHER OFFICER
Gravity plus five-six!

MITCHELL
Aft shields shearing, Skipper! We
can't take much more of this!

KIRK
Helm, Z-one-eight-six  mark five-zero,
flanking speed! Stand-by to engage
hyperdrive !

Surprised reactions...

HELM OFFICER
Hyperdrive, Sir!?

MITCHELL
(warning)

Ensign!

HELM OFFICER
Hyperdrive , aye!

ANOTHER OFFICER
Gravity plus six-oh!

Kirk bolts from his captain's chair to reach over LeBlanc's
shoulder and activate a series of controls. Mitchell shoves
in beside him to assist while poor LeBlanc  is book-ended and
feeling a bit fifth-wheel-ish .

MITCHELL
(to Kirk)

Hyperwash ?

Kirk doesn't answer. Mitchell grins as he and Kirk busily
work computations on LeBlanc's  console while ship rocks and
rolls...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
(to Kirk)

It's no wonder Klingons  hate you so
much.
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KIRK
ItÕs the family name they hate.

Kirk backs off to fall back into his captain's chair while
Mitchell finishes working LeBlanc's  console.

MITCHELL
(to LeBlanc )

On the Skipper's mark!

Mitchell indicates a button and then leaps away to press a
couple buttons on the helm side...then scrambles back to the
weapons station...

ANOTHER OFFICER
Plus seven!

KIRK
Helm! On my mark! Engage hyperdrive !

Lights change hue as FARRAGUT engages hyperdrive . The bridge
SHUDDERS, pitches from ENGINE THRUST...

EXT. FARRAGUT AND RAVARION ABOVE BLACK HOLE

FARRAGUT'S hyperdrive  engines create a huge SWOOSHING VORTEX
which catches RAVARION off guard. 

The huge enemy warship careens out of control and begins to
be sucked into the mammoth black hole...

INT. FARRAGUT/MAIN BRIDGE

Reeling as before...

KIRK
Get us out of here now!

The Helm Officer is THROWN from his chair! Kirk leaps over
from his captain's chair again...jumps in...takes the "wheel."

ON-SCREEN we see the doomed Klingon warship being sucked
into stormy black hole. FARRAGUT'S engines strain, pulling
the huge starship  from the grip of the gigantic swirling
abyss...

ANOTHER OFFICER
Distance...thirty-three-thousand
kilometers! One-hundred thousand!

MITCHELL
Inertial compensators at max power!

LT. CMDR. LEBLANC
We're pulling free!

ANOTHER OFFICER
Gravity at plus-one- nine...plus-one-
six...
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Rocking and rolling subside. Everyone recovers. Sighs of
relief all around...

MITCHELL
Klingon warship has disappeared beyond
the event horizon, Skipper.

ANOTHER OFFICER
(to Kirk)

Gravity normal, sir.

Kirk gets up slowly, unhooks and displays helm chair SEATBELT
RESTRAINTS to the Helm Officer.

HELM OFFICER
(sheepish)

Sorry, Sir.

Helm Officer embarrassed as he sheepishly offers to take
helm back.

KIRK
(to Helm Officer)

Let's learn new lessons, Ensign, not
old ones.

MITCHELL
(into comm)

All hands this is the " X.O." Secure
from battle stations. Damage control
teams deploy and report.

Kirk once again takes his normal position...the "hot
seat"...the Captain's command console chair...

The bridge turbo  opens and an attractive female officer in
her late 20's walks in with purpose. FLIGHT OFFICER LISA
ROSS.

KIRK
(sees her)

How'd  the hanger deck take it, Ross?

ROSS
(economically monotone)

Minimal damage, sir.

There's a brief silent exchange of looks between Ross and
Mitchell. Ross has a very dry, very quiet, uptight way about
her that reminds us of Ingrid Bergman in "Cactus Flower." 
She heads to one of the stations to confer with ANOTHER
OFFICER...

KIRK
Helm...back on course and steady as
she goes. How far off schedule did
our little run-in put us?

HELM OFFICER
Thirty-seven minutes...

(MORE)
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HELM OFFICER (CONT'D)
(smiles)

...But I'll make it up for us, sir.

KIRK
Just get us there, Mister
Harper... safely.

HELM OFFICER
Aye, Skipper.

Kirk and Mitchell step aside for a one-on-one...

MITCHELL
What the hell were Klingons  doing
way out here, Jim?

KIRK
I don't know, Gary...but if there's
one thing I've learned though, where
there's one Klingon, there's more.

MITCHELL
(dry)

Let me write that down.

KIRK
Rig for silent running until we reach
Outpost Four. I'll be in Captain
Garrovick's quarters. You have the
conn mister Mitchell.

MITCHELL
Aye, Skipper.

They break and Kirk strides toward the turbo  as Mitchell
steps to the Captain's "hot seat"...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
(announces)

Skipper's off the bridge.
(into all-call)

This is Commander Mitchell. I have
the conn.

(to Helm Officer)
Helm, rig for silent running.

FARRAGUT HELM OFFICER
Silent running, aye.

EXT. PLANET GASTILLION ORBIT - SPACE

Once again, the curving atmospheric ocean of the archaic
planet of Gastillion  stretches to the horizon of stars...

SUDDENLY - An older class Federation battlecruiser , U.S.S .
ZHUKOV, SWOOSHES past, bombarded by...

Two huge ominous D-7 KLINGON WARSHIPS... AAVIAN and
KORRALLIAM...chasing and firing as the warships exchange
BOOMING BLASTS of PHASERS, DISRUPTOR and PHOTON TORPEDO...
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ZHUKOV battles AAVIAN and KORRALLIAM with portside  guns, but
the tag-team of warships relentlessly shatter ZHUKOVÕs main
engine fuselage and it EXPLODES away, falling into
Gastillion's  atmosphere...

INT. ZHUKOV/OUTER CORRIDOR

A familiar face... VARIAN CAIN (15-years older now)...emerges
on a wide curving corridor which is lined with heavy armored
airlock hatches...

Through the viewports  between the ESCAPE LAUNCHES lining the
hallway facing outside, we see AAVIAN, FIRING...

INT. ZHUKOV/TRANSPORTER ROOM

Room SHAKES under ensuing space battle...

Cain enters silently, reaches behind the CONSOLE OFFICERÕS
neck, gives him the paralyzing Vulcan grip. He falls
unconscious to the floor. Cain drags him several feet away,
opens a small STORAGE CLOSET, lays the unconscious Console
Officer inside and shuts the door.

Cain whips out his COMMUNICATOR, flips it open as he steps
back to the TRANSPORTER CONSOLE...

Cain quickly actuates some instrumentation...ENERGIZES the
transporter sliders and scrambles toward and up into the
transporter chamber...

As he begins to SPARKLE, Cain pulls out a PHASER, sets it on
overload and tosses it across the room to slide to a stop
beneath the transporter control console...

As Cain SPARKLES out of existence...

THE PHASER EXPLODES!

EXT. GASTILLION( RIGEL 7)/FORTRESS - DAY

The same fortress where the ill-fated summit happened years
before...

INT. ZHUKOV/HANGER DECK

The spacious landing bay looks out on space as several
sinister looking KLINGON LANDING ASSAULT CRAFT from AAVIAN
begin to land swiftly and deploy armed KLINGON SOLDIERS in
SPACE SUITS...

INT. ZHUKOV/HANGER DECK AIRLOCK

An airlock BLOWS OPEN where armed ZHUKOV CREW await the
Klingon invaders...

AIR IS SUCKED through the blown-open airlock at gale force
as the invading Klingons  in spacesuits rush the airlock and
engage the defending Zhukov  crew in a vicious fire-fight of
BLAZING ENERGY BLASTS of PHASER and DISRUPTOR...
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PRESSURIZED AIR HISSES OUT through the holes PUNCHED in the
attacking Klingon soldiers' spacesuits struck by PHASER
FIRE...

MONTAGE OF THE BATTLE THROUGHOUT THE SHIP...

The Klingon invaders prevail in sheer numbers, and the ZHUKOV
defenders fall back...eventually surrendering in droves...

INT. ZHUKOV/HANGER DECK AIRLOCK

An authoritative Klingon officer in a SPACESUIT steps through
BREEZY airlock.

Klingon soldiers snap to attention as the arriver slaps the
airlock forcefield  button and the SQUALL through the airlock
subsides. He removes his SPACE HELMET, the seal breaks with
a HISS to reveal...

FLEET COMMANDER PRATH--a grim faced intense Klingon with
light-colored eyes...he's different than the other Klingons .
He's of the "alternate race" Klingon...with the RIDGED
FOREHEAD (that we've seen beginning with STTMP).

VOICE (V.O.)
(over space suit

communicator)
Commander Prath, the bridge is ours!

The sounds of the subsiding FIREFIGHT linger as Prath heads
off with determination...followed by several other "normal
race" Klingons  in their spacesuit assault armor...

EXT. ZHUKOV, AAVIAN AND KORRALLIAM/ GASTILLION ORBIT

The captured ZHUKOV hovers beneath the shadows of the
victorious Klingon warships...

INT. ZHUKOV MAIN BRIDGE

The bridge viewscreen  looks out on the Gastillion  horizon of
atmosphere... AAVIAN visible a short distance off.

ZHUKOV BRIDGE CREW...under guard by Klingon SOLDIERS. Now
that their space-battle helmets are removed, we see that 

Like Prath, some are of the dark skinned race and some are
of the TOS "humanoid" race.

Prath steps in front of the captured bridge crew...in front
of CAPTAIN RON WEST...

PRATH
We know he was on this ship, so I
will ask just once. Where is Varian
Cain?

Prath is cold, efficient, commanding.
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CAPTAIN WEST
Varian  Cain retired years ago. I
have no idea where he is.

Silence. Prath grabs one of the bridge OFFICERS and hurls
him across the bridge against a wall where he falls limp.

CAPTAIN WEST (CONT'D)
No!

Prath walks slowly in front of the remaining terrified ZHUKOV
crew, stopping in front of one terrified OFFICER...

PRATH
Varian  Cain is an enemy to the Klingon
Empire and a traitor to the
Federation.

The other officers are petrified, in dire fear for their
lives...

PRATH (CONT'D)
(cold, to soldier)

Kill another one.

CAPTAIN WEST
You can kill all of us! We don't
know anything!

Prath confronts West...toothy, cigar clenching face...to
face. Prath is obviously slightly eccentric for a Klingon...

Prath nods to the soldier, who FIRES at West, dropping him
dead to the floor...

SUDDENLY another Klingon...COMMANDER CHANG...rushes in...

COMMANDER CHANG
(excited)

Commander Prath! Someone beamed to
the planet during the battle, and
scanners indicate a hyperspace
signature leaving orbit!

PRATH
Prepare for departure!

COMMANDER CHANG
Sir!

PRATH
Destroy this ship.

Prath motions to a couple of soldiers, who follow him from
the bridge...

EXT. WARSHIPS AAVIAN AND KORRALLIAM IN ORBIT

AAVIAN and KORRALLIAM move away from the doomed ZHUKOV...
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Suddenly a powerful bolt of energy LASHES away from the main
turret of AAVIAN, strikes ZHUKOV, which EXPLODES in a
magnificent fireball of sparks, debris, pitching into a swan
dive, DISINTEGRATING into the atmosphere, burning,
exploding...

EXT. FARRAGUT, DEEP SPACE

The Constitution Class starship  cruises through the ocean of
stars...

INT. FARRAGUT/CAPTAIN'S OFFICE

Silence. Items of military origin from all reaches of the
galaxy, including some Earth nautical decor, decorate the
spacious captain's office, which is adjacent to the ship
captain's private cabin.

Kirk sits at the desk...pen in hand...handwriting something
in a large bound volume lying open on the desk.

He pauses for a moment of thought, leans back in the chair,
then sets down the pen. He reaches and presses a button on
the desk...

The room lights DIM and a deep BLUISH STARLIGHT fills the
room as behind him, large baffle shields slide away exposing
a sweeping vista of WARPING STARS through a panoramic window
overlooking the rear warp nacelles.

Kirk spins the chair around to gaze thoughtfully out the
window...

KIRK
(out loud)

When was the last report from Outpost
Four?

COMPUTER (V.O.)
Outpost Four operations last log
report received three days ago.

KIRK
(to computer)

Nothing since?

DOOR CHIME.

KIRK (CONT'D)
Come.

Cabin door opens. Mitchell enters...notices the dim lights...

MITCHELL
Romantic. Just for the record, I
like women.

Kirk continues looking out the vista window, scratches his
chin in deep thought...
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MITCHELL (CONT'D)
I was on my way to the galley.
Unfortunately if I go alone, Ross
will sit with me and bore me to
smithereens. I need a point man.

Mitchell comes over to stand besides him...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
You think he's coming back? The
Skipper?

KIRK
Starfleet  Medical wants to keep him
a little longer.

MITCHELL
That's what they said last time. I
don't think he's coming back.

KIRK
He'll be back.

Mitchell notices the open log book on the desk...

MITCHELL
The hell is this?

KIRK
Ship's log book.

Mitchell flips through the pages of logbook...

MITCHELL
Captain Garrovick wrote his logs?

KIRK
The unofficial version. The computer
transcribed-- transcribes--it
afterwards. Ship's tradition. Welcome
to Farragut .

MITCHELL
You'll crash the computer. I've seen
your handwriting.

KIRK
Well we won't have to worry about
that for long, will we? The Skipper
will be back and he can deal with
it.

(smiles)
I'm glad you're here, Gary.

MITCHELL
Ron Tracey  was pretty P.O.'d  to lose
me. Someone pulled some strings.
Apparently I'm indispensable--in
case you hadn't heard.
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KIRK
(thoughtful)

I barely know anyone here Gary.
After...this is practically a brand
new crew.

Mitchell notices Kirk has gone quiet again...

MITCHELL
Jim...you didn't put Captain Garrovick
in that hospital bed any more than
you were responsible for the deaths
of those others...

KIRK
(sharp)

I don't want to talk about it Gary.

MITCHELL
Well sooner or later you're going to
have to, Jim. You're dragging along
this big old bag of guilt when even
the final Starfleet  inquiry said no-
one was to blame.

KIRK
Someone's always responsible. I should
have fired. I didn't.

MITCHELL
It's like that tornado when you were
a kid. You froze. It happens to
everyone.

KIRK
It has nothing to do with fear or
freezing up--but it's not going to
make sense so just drop it.

MITCHELL
(softer)

Jim...I'm talking to you as your
best friend. I know you...better
than anyone else. Even the practical,
by-the-book Jim Kirk I know, knows
you need to get past this.

This just gets a dismissive " hmmmm" from Kirk.

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
You look good behind that desk.

KIRK
I could use a bite.

MITCHELL
Now you're talking. Come on...

(with a wink)
... Captain.

Kirk gets up and the two start toward the door...
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KIRK
(stresses)

Acting Captain.

MITCHELL
We intercepted a distress signal, by
the way.

KIRK
You just now remembered that? From
who?

MITCHELL
One of ours. Zhukov . Way
out...somewhere off the outer rim
near Rigel  Seven.

KIRK
Zhukov ? What's she doing way out
there?

MITCHELL
Beats me. What are we doing way out
here? What was that Klingon ship
doing way out here? Nobody's where
they're supposed to be I guess.

INT. FARRAGUT/CORRIDOR

Mitchell and Kirk walk...

MITCHELL
So I have this theory.

KIRK
The Klingons  are massing for an
offensive in this sector?

MITCHELL
No.

The turbo  elevator doors SWISH open. Kirk is about to walk
in when Mitchell puts a hand on his shoulder to briefly stop
him...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
(as if a revelation)

Ross is a Vulcan.

Kirk smirks, continues into the elevator. Mitchell follows...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
(on Kirk's smirk)

No really...

KIRK
(analytical)

I'll admit Ross can be a bit
unemotional...
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INSIDE TURBO ELEVATOR

The elevator starts to move...

MITCHELL
The word you're searching for is
boring.

The turbo  elevator stops and the doors SWISH open...

KIRK
You're just upset she hasn't fallen
for your unique charm like all the
others. That intrigues you.

Kirk starts out into the corridor...

MITCHELL
(as if)

Oh yeah, that's it alright. I'm
intrigued.

INT. FARRAGUT/CORRIDOR (ANOTHER DECK)

Mitchell follows Kirk into the corridor and they continue
walking...

KIRK
You like her.

MITCHELL
Now you're being mean.

KIRK
(under his breath)

Where there's smoke...

Mitchell turns into his path...puts up his hand to stop Kirk
as they stand in front of a closed door with a sign posted
reading "Galley."

MITCHELL
My friend... you and Ross...would
make a much better match.

The door SWISHES open and somebody has to step around Kirk
while Mitchell continues into the galley...

KIRK
What's that supposed to mean?

(revelation)
You think I'm boring.

Kirk continues in...

INT. FARRAGUT/GALLEY

Mitchell strides with authority to one of the FOOD REPLICATORS
and begins to work it...



STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS "WAR AND PEACE" (12/25/2007) 64.

MITCHELL
Conservative. Predictable.

(trying to make it
sound better)

By the book?

KIRK
(sees no difference)

Boring. Thanks for that.

Kirk shakes his head and activates the food dispenser which
produces a bowl of soup...to which Mitchell just nods and
makes a face...then walks off with his tray...

KIRK (CONT'D)
(loudly annoyed)

I like chicken soup.

Kirk notices a CREW MEMBER working the replicator  beside him
overheard...

KIRK (CONT'D)
(defensively)

Well, I do.

Kirk lifts his soup off his tray and sets it on the crew
member's tray...

KIRK (CONT'D)
And today, so do you.

Kirk takes his tray and walks off, leaving the poor crew
member stuck with his soup.

He finds Mitchell sitting at a table with an attractive female
crew member. With a moment's hesitation and a slight smirk
at Mitchell, he sits beside...

MITCHELL
(to one of them)

Crewman...Pagano was it?
(indicating Kirk)

James Kirk. He's from Iowa too
incidentally.

(to Kirk)
Pagano transferred from Constellation.

PAGANO
Nice to meet you, Captain Kirk.

KIRK
(quickly stressing)

I was born in Iowa. I grew up
everywhere else--and it's  acting
Captain...until Captain Garrovick
returns.

Ross appears beside them holding a tray...

ROSS
Captain. Commander. May I join you?
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KIRK
(before Mitchell can

speak)
Please, Commander. Commander Mitchell
was just talking about you.

ROSS
(sitting)

Indeed.

Mitchell glares at Kirk as Ross sits in the chair right next
to him. Kirk just turns away to talk to Pagano...

MITCHELL
(looking at Ross'

tray)
What the heck is that, Ross?
Crabgrass ?

ROSS
(deadpan)

It's a Vulcan vegetable dish actually.
The name is rather difficult to
pronounce.

MITCHELL
(overacted)

Looks absolutely delicious.
(louder for Kirk to

hear)
Vulcan did you say?

Kirk turns to Mitchell, who immediately raises his eyebrows
in a "see what I mean" kind of expression--followed by Kirk's
"whatever" expression as he turns back to Pagano...

ROSS
Would you like to try some, Commander?

MITCHELL
I'd rather die but thanks.

COMM. OFFICER (V.O.)
(over P.A.)

Bridge to Captain Kirk.

ALL REACT to the interruption over the ship's intercom. Kirk
sets down his fork and stands...making his way to the wall
intercom with an apologetic expression on his face...

KIRK
(to SEVERAL as he

walks)
Acting Captain...

Kirk presses the intercom control...

KIRK (CONT'D)
(into all-call)

This is Captain...this is Kirk.
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COMM. OFFICER (V.O.)
(over intercom)

Skipper, you have a coded priority
one message from Starfleet .

KIRK
(beat of concern)

Pipe it to the captain's office.
I'll be right there.

Kirk switches off the intercom and walks back to the table
to pick up his tray...

KIRK (CONT'D)
(waves to Pagano)

Nice to have met you.

MITCHELL
Catch you later, Jim.

Kirk walks off--stopping briefly to snatch the soup from the
tray of the crew member he left it with earlier--who was
just about to stick a spoon in it...

KIRK
Changed my mind.

Meanwhile, back at the table, Mitchell turns to Pagano...

MITCHELL
So...Pagano...

PAGANO
(standing with tray)

I have to get back.

MITCHELL
(frowns)

Yeah...sure. See you around.

PAGANO
Nice to have met you.

As Pagano starts off...

MITCHELL
Hey--did he say something to you
about me? It isn't true--especially
that one thing.

Pagano ignores Mitchell and continues away. Mitchell turns
back and realizes with chagrin he's left with just Ross for
company...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
So. Ross.

ROSS
Commander.
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MITCHELL
(quick idea)

Say let me ask you something. You
know how to do this?

Mitchell raises his hand with the Vulcan hand gesture...

INT. FARRAGUT/CAPTAIN'S OFFICE

Kirk sits at the desk again, his tray with chicken soup beside
him...talking to SOMEONE ON THE DESKTOP VIEWSCREEN...

KIRK
(to viewscreen )

Well I suppose I can be there by
tomorrow night your time, sir. What's
this all about, Skipper?

Reveal ON SCREEN...CAPTAIN GARROVICK, a confident looking
man in his early fifties...

GARROVICK (V.O.)
(on viewscreen )

We'll talk when you arrive.
(serious)

Listen to me, Jim...this is top
secret...eyes only. If you have to,
you can let Gary in on where you're
going--but as far as the rest of the
crew is concerned--you're just off
on routine ship's business.

DOOR CHIME

KIRK
(loud)

Hold on.
(to viewscreen )

Understood, Skipper.

GARROVICK (V.O.)
(on viewscreen )

See you tomorrow. Garrovick out.

The viewscreen  goes DARK. Kirk thinks a moment...

KIRK
(loud)

Come.

The door SWISHES open and Mitchell comes in...

KIRK (CONT'D)
(gestures to viewscreen )

That was the Skipper.

MITCHELL
He's not coming back, right?
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KIRK
No--and I'm leaving for Earth
actually.

MITCHELL
Seriously? When?

KIRK
Right away.

MITCHELL
Why?

KIRK
Not sure exactly.

MITCHELL
I'll tell Ross to prep the long-range
shuttle for us...

KIRK
It'll just be me, Gar.

MITCHELL
Oh. Is that wise, Jim? With the
possibility of more Klingons  wandering
around out there?

KIRK
Your orders are to carry out the
mission as planned at Outpost Four.
I'll be back as soon as I can.

MITCHELL
Well you better be back by next week
because I'm gone you know.

Kirk gets up and walks past Gary toward the door...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
But until then I guess that makes me
the acting--acting Captain.

EXT. KLINGON WARSHIPS AAVIAN AND KORRALLIAM/DEEP SPACE

The Klingon Warships AAVIAN and KORRALLIAM cruise in close
formation...

INT. AAVIAN BRIDGE

Prath standing near a display console on the bridge command
platform talks to a viewscreen  glowing with an older,
sinister, authoritative Klingon...CHANCELLOR KALOR GAST...one
of the TOS breed Klingons ...

PRATH
(to Gast)

Cain was not on Zhukov. We followed
a single hyperspace signature leaving
the planet during our assault but we
lost it when he dropped out of warp.
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GAST (V.O.)
(via viewscreen )

He could be on his way back to Earth.
I'll alert our operatives there.
Continue searching where you are in
case he went elsewhere.

PRATH
Excellency.

GAST
Prath, as the son of Arkanon,
vengeance is your right. You will
soon have it with the coward humans
who murdered your father without
honor. Qu'pla !

(to Kor)
Show me this sector.

CAPTAIN KOR, a competent-looking officer and true captain of
the Aavian  waves to another OFFICER, who punches a few
controls to bring up an ONSCREEN GRAPHIC depicting a region
of space and only one LABELED POINT.

PRATH
(points)

What is that?

KOR
The planet Cetos . It's a small
independent planet--the only commerce
point in this region.

PRATH
There. Deploy the fleet there!

KOR
Sir!

(to ANOTHER)
Alert all commands. Deploy the fleet!

EXT. EARTH ORBIT - DAY

The beautiful familiar blue horizon of Earth from space
sprawls endlessly...the moon rests serenely overhead. 

INT. LONG-RANGE SHUTTLE

The SUN sweeps a SHARP SHAFT OF BLINDING LIGHT through the
cockpit window past Kirk's face.

Through the cockpit window we see the wedge-shaped continent
of GREENLAND that is actually green and not ice covered.

KIRK
(into comm-net )

Starfleet  Traffic, this is long-range
shuttle one-five-tango on final.
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BASE TRAFFIC (V.O.)
(over comm-net )

Starfleet  Traffic, copy One-five-
tango. Transmit your comm-code  for
ALS.

Kirk presses a couple buttons and sits back, folding his
arms...

EXT. EARTH ORBIT - DAY

As Kirk's shuttle sweeps over the North American continent,
we note a LARGE INLAND SEA covers a vast area where the Great
Lakes used to be.

The shuttle then flies low over the MOJAVE SEA that covers a
large portion of Nevada--over the very lush green Sierra
Nevada Mountains and toward the San Francisco basin...then
with a swift turn upward, ascends toward the sky...

Out the cockpit window we see the massive orbital STARFLEET
COMMAND...

EXT. EARTH ORBIT - DAY

STARFLEET COMMAND

Bathed in the deep blue Earth glow, a LONG-RANGE SHUTTLE,
visible at first only by flashing running lights, sweeps out
from beneath the shadow of one of the larger ships...the
U.S.S . ENTERPRISE...

Several other impressive looking WARSHIPS of the great
Federation Starfleet  are docked around the gigantic orbital
installation...

EXT. STARFLEET COMMAND/DOCKING PLATFORM

Kirk's shuttle slows as it approaches an open air platform
with railings, settles into a docking jetty...

EXT. DOCKING JETTY

The main hatch of Kirk's shuttle opens...

Kirk steps out...spots a familiar female figure...

COMMANDER ANNIE KELLER, now in her late 20's and strikingly
beautiful, stands at the end of the platform...

The shuttle hatch shuts behind him and lifts and banks off
the platform flying off under automatic control of some
sort...

Kirk walks toward Annie, who has an uncertain hesitant look
on her face, but forces a smile as Kirk gives her a big broad
friendly one.

KIRK
Commander Annie Keller . Isn't this a
nice surprise.
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ANNIE
Speak for yourself acting Captain
Kirk.

KIRK
Well finally someone's got it right.

The exterior door swishes open and they enter a small narrow
closed-in dual airlock with another door a few feet away...

INT. AIRLOCK

Annie puts her arms on Kirk and they kiss and then hug for a
long time...

ANNIE
I'm so glad you're back.

KIRK
I'll have to do it more often if it
means more of this. So much for the
big secret. Who told I was coming?
Charlie?

The smile falls from Annie's face...

ANNIE
(hesitant)

What are you talking about, Jim?

KIRK
All the cloak and dagger Garrovick
fed me about secrecy and whatnot...he
told you, right? Charlie did?

ANNIE
(hesitant,

uncomfortable)
Jim...Captain Garrovick's dead. You
know that.

KIRK
(confused shock)

What?

ANNIE
He died last night at Starfleet
Medical. I'm sorry, Jim...I thought
that's why you were here. I thought
you knew. I'm really sorry.

INT. STARFLEET COMMAND/ADM. T'POL'S  OFFICE - DAY

Spacious and well appointed...Kirk turns back from looking
out a panoramic window with a spectacular view of the cloudy
vista and other floating installations of Starfleet  Command.
It's "magic hour" and all the mountains of clouds are bathed
in golden glory...
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ADMIRAL T'POL , a lithe and still attractive, late-130-
something Vulcan shakes her head as she studies her desktop
viewscreen ...

ADMIRAL T'POL
The facts are indisputable, Commander
Kirk.

KIRK
Well that's not good enough for me,
Admiral.

ADMIRAL T'POL
Nevertheless...

KIRK
Captain Garrovick said something
about top secret...need to know...it
sounded very important...not like a
man on his deathbed.

(quieter)
Not like Charlie Garrovick.

(thinks)
No--something was on his mind...
something important enough to bring
me all the way back here...and
important enough not to tell anyone
else about.

ADMIRAL T'POL
I am not acquainted with Captain
Garrovick so I must defer to your
evaluation...however, if there were
some ongoing operation, secret or
otherwise, it is something of which
I would be aware.

KIRK
Well it just doesn't make sense,
Admiral.

ADMIRAL T'POL
I don't doubt you, Kirk...

(looks at viewscreen )
...But our records simply do not
indicate any priority messages from
Captain Garrovick...coded or
otherwise...coming from anywhere in
Starfleet .

KIRK
I don't care what the records say.
I'm telling you, Charlie...Captain
Garrovick wanted to tell me
something...something he couldn't
risk over subspace.

ADMIRAL T'POL
(frowns)

Interesting.
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KIRK
Interesting? That's all you can say?

ADMIRAL T'POL
(something on

viewscreen )
No...the stardate  index.

Kirk steps beside Admiral T'Pol  to look over her shoulder...

ADMIRAL T'POL (CONT'D)
Your ship's log indicates you spoke
to Captain Garrovick twenty-two and
a half hours ago subspace-standard
time.

KIRK
Right.

ADMIRAL T'POL
Captain Garrovick died twenty seven
hours ago Sub-T . He was already five
hours dead.

(beat)
Commander, Captain Garrovick could
not possibly have sent this message.

KIRK
Well who then? And why?

ADMIRAL T'POL
Unknown. I shall investigate this
immediately.

A VOICE over the intercom...

INTERCOM (V.O.)
Admiral T'Pol ?

ADMIRAL T'POL
(presses desktop

intercom button)
T'Pol .

INTERCOM (V.O.)
Ambassador Sarek  is here to see you,
Admiral.

ADMIRAL T'POL
(into all-call)

A moment.
(to Kirk)

We will speak in the morning, Kirk.

KIRK
Yes, Admiral.

ADMIRAL T'POL
I believe it would be prudent to
keep the details of our meeting
undisclosed for the moment.
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KIRK
Yes, of course. Admiral.

Kirk turns to start off...

ADMIRAL T'POL
Your tactical solution against the
Klingons  was elegant.

Kirk turns...

ADMIRAL T'POL (CONT'D)
Flawlessly executed. Your father
would have approved.

EXT. THE KIRK FAMILY HOME - TWILIGHT

The same family home we saw years earlier, but now in a cold
blue winter twilight.

Warm light GLOWS from the windows and SMOKE trails from
chimney...

A couple HORSES quietly trot around a nearby fenced area and
we hear the GENTLE TINKLE OF WIND CHIMES...

INT. KIRK FAMILY HOME - TWILIGHT

A FIRE crackles in the fireplace. The room is cozy, warm,
lived-in...with occasional futuristic items here and there
to remind us we are in the 23rd century...

Kirk stares down at his hand...

CLOSE ON KIRK'S HAND HOLDING...

Kirk's fingers hold the same ENTERPRISE TOY we saw years
earlier...one of the many Christmas ORNAMENTS on a CHRISTMAS
TREE glowing with tiny steady-glowing HOLOGRAPHIC white
lights.

Holding the starship  toy by its secondary hull in his fingers
Kirk "makes it fly" with his hand, orbiting one of the BLUE
ORNAMENTS as if it were a planet. He smiles, then let's it
dangle from it's thread hung from one of the tree branches
and gazes out the large FROSTED window into DARKNESS of the
night...

Winona, older now, brings two cups of hot apple cider on a
tray, sets it on a wood table between two old cushy chairs
in front of the fireplace...

WINONA
Can you believe how cold it is? They
even say we might actually get snow
this year.

KIRK
Snow? Well after a hundred and fifty
years, I guess we're about due.
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WINONA
I know you can't stay long. A little
hot apple cider for the road. By the
way, tell Gary to bring me some more
Kafarian  apples. They make the best
cider.

KIRK
Will do.

She sees Kirk running his fingers through one of the tiny
white HOLOGRAPHIC LIGHTS...

WINONA
Sam and Aurelan helped me put that
up when they came over for
Thanksgiving. They're out on Deneva
now. They have another little boy,
you know. Peter.

KIRK
I heard. And little Nicky  must be
what, close to seven now?

Kirk notices and picks up a book off the mantle--it's A Tale
of Two Cities--the one he had as a child.

WINONA
I can still see you hauling that
around for weeks after...

Her voice trails off.

KIRK
I had promised I'd finish it. Never
did.

WINONA
Cain stopped by on his way through
back in spring.

KIRK
Yeah? What'd old Cain have to say?

WINONA
I think he's sorry he retired

Kirk goes to sit with his mother in front of the fire, the
firelight glowing off their faces as each takes and sips a
cup of the hot apple cider...

WINONA (CONT'D)
I heard about Charlie.

KIRK
I won't lie and say it hasn't been
rough, Mom. Thank God for Gary being
around.
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WINONA
That's one gift you've always
had...finding and keeping good
friends. You're like your father
that way.

(quiet)
I just hope you know when it's time
to quit.

KIRK
Don't worry, mom. Being a hero isn't
part of my plans. Not much of a market
for heroes anymore.

The toasty fire hisses and pops, glowing off their faces and
flickering reflections in their eyes...

WINONA
(reflective smile)

I really miss him this time of year.
He was a good man.

KIRK
That was his problem in a nutshell.
He was too good. Too idealistic for
the realities of this universe.

(starts to stand)
And, on that note, IÕd better get
going. IÕm meeting Annie.

WINONA
Little orphan Annie?

KIRK
Not so little anymore. She wants to
go ice skating.

WINONA
I always liked her, you know.

Kirk lifts the book with a questioning look...

WINONA (CONT'D)
He gave it to you.

Kirk picks his LIGHT JACKET off the rack...

WINONA (CONT'D)
You going to be around for a few
days? Everybody's coming in toward
the end of the week. Going to spend
Christmas Eve here. Be nice if you
could make it this time. Bring Annie.

KIRK
Remember that thing dad used to say
to you? How he'd be back before
Pegasus galloped toward the moon?
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WINONA
(smiles)

Of course.

They hug...

WINONA (CONT'D)
Bring her by...Gary too--oh and
Leonard if you think about it.

KIRK
No promises.

WINONA
(a last hug)

I love you. Be safe.

KIRK
Love you too, Mom.

Kirk is out the door...

EXT. KIRK FAMILY HOME/FRONT PORCH - NIGHT

The door shuts and Kirk stands for a moment in the darkness
of the porch. The GENTLE TINKLE OF THE WIND CHIMES draws his
attention. His breath clouds in FOGGY PUFFS from the cold.
He draws his jacket closed and as he steps down off the front
porch, he looks up at the stars, pauses for a few moments,
then glances back at the house...the WARM GLOW coming from
the windows. He walks on...

INT. THE RITZ, NEW YORK CITY/HOTEL ROOM - NIGHT

Darkness. Through a window, we see Manhattan SKYLINE,
including the EMPIRE STATE BUILDING glittering green amongst
a bunch of other more futuristic buildings, including the
FREEDOM TOWERS...

Kirk and Annie are snuggled up close beneath the some blankets
piled in front of a FIREPLACE...

ANNIE
Their old X.O. retired and Robin
Archer asked for me personally.

KIRK
(slight awe)

Robin Archer. Impressive. She's still
the talk of Starfleet ...that rescue
of Captain Pike? She's the
granddaughter of Jonathan Archer,
you know.

ANNIE
(sarcastic)

Really?

KIRK
(smiles)

Sorry.
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ANNIE
You're distracted tonight.

(re-thinks)
Sorry. I know he was more to you
than just your skipper.

KIRK
Had a strange meeting with Admiral
T'Pol  about it today.

ANNIE
What'd she have to say?

KIRK
Can't really talk about it.

ANNIE
One of those meetings.

KIRK
How many have you had? This is my
first one of those meetings.

ANNIE
She must be like--what? A hundred-
something?

KIRK
Still looks good--same as when I saw
her years ago.

ANNIE
(teases)

Got a thing for her do we? You and
every other male in Starfleet .

KIRK
(distracted)

Think of the history she's seen.

ANNIE
Whatever.

Annie tosses the blankets aside and stands, her naked body
silhouetted by the FIRELIGHT, her face glowing from the CITY
LIGHTS coming through the window. Kirk gazes up at her.

KIRK
Where are you going?

ANNIE
To get a fresh bottle. I think I'm
going to have to get you drunk to
get anywhere with you tonight.

KIRK
(teasing)

Did I ever tell you how nicely you
grew up?
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Annie extend her long leg and puts her bare foot on his chest,
pressing him backwards.

ANNIE
You think you're so charming.

KIRK
Well, I am.

ANNIE
Tell me about it. Back in a sec.

Annie starts walking off into the DARKNESS, her body
occasionally LIT as she passes the windows into another
room...

KIRK
(loud)

So when do you ship out?

ANNIE (O.S.)
(from other room)

Tomorrow. Early.

Kirk gazes on the fire as the FLAMES DANCE OFF HIS FACE...

ANNIE (O.S.) (CONT'D)
So what are you and I going to do
now that we'll both be off hurtling
about the galaxy?

KIRK
Your ship or mine?

Annie comes back in, carrying a new BOTTLE of wine which she
has opened...

ANNIE
Second star to the right.

KIRK
(smiles)

And straight on 'til morning?

ANNIE
(sitting down into

the blankets)
I miss our tree.

KIRK
(sly grin)

This is a little better than our
tree, don't you think?

ANNIE
(teases)

I'll let you know.

A KNOCK at the room door...
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KIRK
Who could that be at this hour?

ANNIE
Maybe it's Admiral T'Pol ?

Kirk climbs from the blankets, pulls a hotel robe on and
walks toward the door...

ANNIE (CONT'D)
What? Don't I get a show?

(afterthought)
If it's room service, you get bonus
points.

Kirk arrives and opens the door. A BELLHOP...

BELLHOP
Captain Kirk?

KIRK
Yes?

Suddenly the bellhop's smile fades and he pulls out a pistol
and takes aim at him!

Kirk is too fast for him...he slams the door on his attacker's
arm and the pistol goes off, the ENERGY BOLT STRIKES the far
wall!

KIRK (CONT'D)
Get down!

Kirk slams the door hard several more times against the arm
holding the pistol and the pistol drops to the floor! Kirk
kicks it away but suddenly...

The "bellhop"...in a feat of superhuman strength...bursts
the door open, throwing Kirk against the wall and nearby
bureau!

The "bellhop" MORPHS into a large ALIEN-LOOKING THUG and
lunges for him again!

Kirk ducks and rolls. The alienÕs superhuman strength all
but shatters the bureau.

Annie hurls a chair at the attacking alien!

Kirk and Annie both scramble frantically to avoid the alien
assassin...

Suddenly, in a BRIGHT FLASH, the alien is hit from behind!
The huge creature falls forward to reveal a human figure
standing IN SILHOUETTE...

KIRK (CONT'D)
Lights.

The room lights come on to reveal Varian  Cain standing in
the doorway, pistol drawn.
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KIRK (CONT'D)
Cain?

EXT. NEW YORK CITY/MANHATTAN STREETS - NIGHT

No matter how many years pass, New York City always looks
like New York City. The buildings are more futuristic but
the "look" remains...

A FUTURISTIC YELLOW CAB hovers down Park Avenue South among
other HOVER-CARS...

INSIDE YELLOW CAB

Cain, Kirk and Annie are tightly packed in the back seat
while a ROBOTIC TAXI DRIVER controls the vehicle up front...

Cain turns back from looking out the back window...

CAIN
We're not being followed.

KIRK
What the hell's going on Cain? What
was that thing?

CAIN
Cameloid .

ANNIE
What?

CAIN
The thing that attacked you was a
Cameloid .

KIRK
I don't care what it's called...why
did it attack us?

CAIN
It was trying to kill you.

KIRK
Kind of got that part.

ANNIE
Why was it trying to kill us?

CAIN
(to Annie)

Not you...
(to Kirk)

Him.

KIRK
Me? Why was it trying to kill me?
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CAIN
Listen, Jimmy...I got a lot to tell
you, and not a lot of time to do it.
Charlie Garrovick was murdered.

KIRK
Murdered?

ANNIE
Murdered? But the medical report...

CAIN
(impatient, ignores

her)
Yeah I know what it said--but his
injuries weren't terminal. Long-term,
yes--terminal, no. I know. I visited
him before. Charlie Garrovick was
murdered--just as surely we're sitting
here now.

(glances at Annie)
... And it looks like someone went to
the extra effort to alter the medical
report as well. I saw him alive and
with plans for his discharge. When I
came back--he was dead.

KIRK
He sent me a message to come back.

The night lights of the passing streets roll across their
faces as they talk...

KIRK (CONT'D)
Who would want kill him? Who would
want to kill me?

Cain thinks long and hard, carefully choosing his words...

CAIN
The same people who sent that assassin
to your hotel room.

(beat)
Jimmy... I'm the one who sent that
priority message to you...not Charlie.
It was the only way I could make
certain to get you back here quickly
and under the radar.

KIRK
To tell me this?

CAIN
No--something else. Something you're
not going to believe.

(hesitant)
It's about your father...

KIRK
What about my father?
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CAIN
He's alive, Jimmy.

This is the last thing Kirk expected to hear and it knocks
him off his feet...

CAIN (CONT'D)
I know this is a shock.

ANNIE
That's not funny.

KIRK
(to Robo-Cab  Driver)

Stop the car.

The hover-cab pulls by the corner of Park and 23rd and Kirk
reaches for the door control...

CAIN
No...listen to me, Jimmy. Your father
is alive. You have to believe me.

Cain reaches and gently lifts Kirk's hand from the door
handle...

CAIN (CONT'D)
Hear me out. Please. Jimmy!

KIRK
(rising anger)

My father is dead, Cain. Fifteen
years. HeÕs dead. You were there.

CAIN
Yes, I was there...and I thought he
was dead too.

(to Robo-Driver )
Keep driving.

The hover-cab once again pulls into the sparse Park Avenue
traffic...

CAIN (CONT'D)
I didn't know...

Cain pulls out a small memory module...the one George Kirk
had at the summit.

CAIN (CONT'D)
...not until I got this.

ANNIE
What's that?

CAIN
Something your father risked sending
to me.

ANNIE
What's on it?
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CAIN
(epic)

Everything.

KIRK
How do you expect me to believe this--
insanity?

CAIN
I don't. I didn't either--until I
saw what was on this.

(indicates the module)
Until I saw him.

(on Kirk's reaction)
That's right, Jimmy--I've actually
seen him. He's alive.

KIRK
Where is he?

CAIN
I can't tell you.

KIRK
(sarcastic)

Of course not.

CAIN
(cuts in)

I can't. To protect you--to protect
your family. Jimmy, I'm going to
have to ask you to trust me on this.
I need you to open your mind and
step out of that pile of academy
bullshit you've been standing in.

KIRK
Why would my father pretend to be
dead for fifteen years? Do you know
how that sounds?

Cain collects himself for a moment...

CAIN
Fifteen years ago, there was a
conspiracy between some very powerful
figures...a conspiracy at the highest
levels on both sides...us...the
Klingons . That bomb was supposed to
kill your father and Kalor  Arkanon.
Everyone thought it did. The Klingons
blamed us and we blamed them and
suddenly we were at war.

(indicates the module)
But what really happened is all here.

Cain studies Kirk's face for a few moments...
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CAIN (CONT'D)
Your father realized his being alive
endangered you and your family--so
he faked his death--made it look
like he died in the explosion--and
it worked. During the chaos he fled
with some Klingon officers loyal to
Arkanon.

KIRK
They brought his body back.

CAIN
They used the transporter buffer in
Arkanon's shuttle to replicate enough
to stand up to examination--to confirm
his death.

ANNIE
You said a conspiracy. Who?

CAIN
Gast on the Klingon side. That we
know for sure. We don't know who on
our side. That's why we can't just
take what's on this module to
Starfleet . We don't know who we can
trust. Jimmy, the assassination is
just the tip of the iceberg.

(resolve)
That's why we have to go get him--go
get your father--bring him back to
tell the story in person. This by
itself isn't enough.

KIRK
Who else knows what you've told me?

CAIN
Vulcan Ambassador Sarek , Admiral
T'Pol  and now you.

(brief glance at Annie)
Both of you.

ANNIE
(insulted)

Don't worry about me.

KIRK
Why is Gast after you?

CAIN
Same reason he's after you.

(indicates module
again)

This.

KIRK
Gast knows my father's alive then?
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CAIN
Honestly we don't know just what he
knows...but one thing's certain...
he'll do anything to eliminate anyone
who can implicate him and ruin his
grand plan.

ANNIE
Grand plan?

CAIN
To have Prath declared Emperor.

KIRK
Arkanon's son?

CAIN
Yes. After the assassination, Gast
became a mentor and teacher to
Prath...manipulated him...molded him
for that singular purpose.

ANNIE
But there hasn't been a Klingon
Emperor...

CAIN
(cuts her off)

...for a thousand years...yes, I
know the history...but Gast is
gambling that with Prath being the
son of their martyred hero Arkanon...
Klingons  will accept the idea of him
as emperor.

KIRK
As Emperor, Prath would rule the
Klingon Empire, and Gast would control
Prath.

(sudden concern)
My mother...

CAIN
We've got people watching her. Don't
worry, she'll be safe...

KIRK
But revenge for Klingons  means...

CAIN
Jimmy, I promise she'll be safe. But
you and I--we have to go get your
daddy before Gast does--before it's
too late.

KIRK
My orders are to head back to Farragut
tomorrow.
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CAIN
Yes I know...and it's all been
arranged. You're going back out on
Enterprise.

(to Robo-driver )
Pull over.

(back to Kirk)
You can trust Chris Pike, but don't
bring him into the loop  unless you
absolutely have to.

The hover-cab pulls over, and as soon as it does, Cain pulls
his hand phaser out and FIRES a BEAM at the Robo-Driver  which
disables it in a fit of CRAWLING SPARKS. Cain reaches to the
"head", yanks a covering off, pulls out a MODULE and throws
it out the window.

CAIN (CONT'D)
That'll bring another cab by in a
few minutes. Take it. Don't go back
to the hotel. Don't talk to anyone.
IÕll meet you at Naska  Starport ...two
days from now. OrionÕs Belt Casino.

Cain cracks the door, peers out...then he pockets the memory
module...

CAIN (CONT'D)
Fifteen years ago I let your father
get on that transport. I should have
beamed him out but I didn't. Not
this time. This time he comes home.

And with a final smile, Cain is off into the night and
shadows, leaving Kirk and Annie looking at each other...

EXT. STARFLEET COMMAND/DOCKING PLATFORM - DAY

Bearing a U.S.S . ENTERPRISE INSIGNIA, a SHUTTLECRAFT hovers
off the docking jetty where Kirk first arrived earlier.

Kirk and Annie embrace as the transport ship engines WHINE
up, finally parting but staying very close...

KIRK
What time do you report to Yorktown ?

ANNIE
Couple hours.

(concern)
Jim...I'm scared.

KIRK
Me too.

ANNIE
How will I know you're okay?

KIRK
I'll contact you as soon as I can.
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ANNIE
From where?

KIRK
Somewhere. Somehow.

(half smiles)
Second star to the right?

ANNIE
(smiles)

And straight on 'til morning.

A last smile, he starts off...stops...steps back, brings her
into another embrace. His lips are close to her ear.

KIRK
(whispers)

I love you Annie.

She leans back to face him again with a smirking smile.

ANNIE
Tell me something I don't already
know.

And with that they pull into one final epic embrace and part
as she takes and holds his face in her hands...

ANNIE (CONT'D)
And just so you know--that goes both
ways.

Kirk smiles, slings his carry-on over his shoulder and with
a last touch of his hand to her face, he turns to walk and
board the shuttlecraft --pauses to turn back to her...

A last look and smile and the shuttle hatch shuts between
them...

The shuttlecraft  LIFTS, HOVERS, and is off, leaving Annie
standing in the BREEZE...

Through the small window he watches the WIND whipping Annie's
hair...

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

CAPTAIN CHRISTOPHER PIKE, confident with command experience
hands a clipboard off to a YEOMAN and settles back in his
chair...

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
Hanger Deck secure and all stations
report hyperdrive-stand-by  but we're
still waiting.

PIKE
What's the hold-up.
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ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
(hesitant)

We're still waiting on one last
arrival, Captain.

PIKE
Who? Kirk?

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
No. Doctor Piper, sir.

(sensitively)
Doctor Boyce's replacement? His
shuttle was delayed.

There is an unspoken emotional moment as we clearly see this
is a touchy subject. A couple other bridge personnel react
with their own silent emotions as well.

PIKE
(quietly)

Yes, of course. Let me know the moment
he's on deck.

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
Yes, sir.

The turbo  elevator opens and James T. Kirk steps onto the
bridge of his future ship for the first time.

Kirk takes notice of a particularly lean-looking SPOCK at
his station. Pike notices Kirk...

PIKE
Kirk.

KIRK
Captain Pike. Thanks for the ride.

PIKE
A little different from your Academy
days.

KIRK
Just a bit.

PIKE
Always thought you'd end up here...
but, well you know how Starfleet
loves tradition.

(beat)
I was sorry to hear about Charlie
Garrovick.

KIRK
Yes, sir. He's...he was a good
skipper.

PIKE
Hell of a poker player too--Charlie. 

(MORE)
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PIKE (CONT'D)
Lost a lot of money to him back at
the Academy. We were here for services
for our own Doctor Boyce when I heard.

Spock comes down to hand something to Pike.

PIKE (CONT'D)
I believe you already know my Number
One.

KIRK
Mister Spock. Good to see you again.

SPOCK
(cordial)

Commander.

KIRK
How's your chess coming along mister
Spock?

PIKE
Spock's our ship's reigning chess
champion...although the only one I
ever see him playing against anymore
is the computer.

KIRK
Don't you find that gets old?

SPOCK
Unfortunately thus far I have been
unable to find anyone onboard at my
level of play.

PIKE
In plain non-Vulcan  English that
means nobody will play him anymore.

KIRK
Well I'd be happy to go a couple
rounds with you, Spock. I'll have a
little time to kill.

SPOCK
Indeed?

Spock just raises his eyebrows and is back off to his
station...

PIKE
(whispers to Kirk)

I don't think he's completely gotten
over it.

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
(to Pike)

Captain, transporter room reports
Doctor Piper has beamed aboard.
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PIKE
(into all-call)

Engineering...Mister Scott?

SCOTTY (V.O.)
(over intercom)

Aye, sir. We're ready down here when
you are, Captain.

Scotty's familiar Scottish accent just seems right.

PIKE
You've cut your time estimate in
half... again. Will this be a regular
thing?

SCOTTY (V.O.)
(over intercom)

Aye, sir. I don't want to end freezing
my backside off on some God-forsaken
iceball  again.

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
Yard Command signals clear, Captain.

PIKE
Maneuvering thrusters. All ahead,
one-quarter-impulse. Take us out,
mister Tyler.

TYLER
(as he pushes controls)

Helm answering one-quarter, aye.

The room RUMBLES just ever so slightly as the impulse engines
maneuver the ship forward...

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
Captain, U.S.S . Yorktown  portside .

PIKE
Officer of the deck, return honors.

SPOCK
Aye, sir.

The BOSON'S WHISTLE SOUNDS OVER THE ALL-CALL as Kirk looks
out through the main viewscreen  at the ship Annie will soon
be boarding...

EXT. EARTH ORBIT/ENTERPRISE AND YORKTOWN

The two Constitution Class battlecruisers  pass each other
and the lights on the sides of the ships facing each other
DIM BRIEFLY, rendering honors...

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

As before...
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TYLER
We are free and clear, sir.

SPOCK (V.O.)
(announces)

All stations secure for hyperdrive !

PIKE
(to helm officer)

Mister Tyler, engage hyper-drive on
my mark.

TYLER
Aye, Captain. Hyper-drive in three,
two, one...

The bridge lights SHIFT AND DIM for hyper-drive as the DEEP
RUMBLE of engines grows louder...

EXT. EARTH ORBIT

ENTERPRISE LEAPS INTO THE OCEAN OF STARS WITH A DEAFENING
ROAR AND CRACK OF THUNDER...

EXT. CETOS ORBIT - SPACE

FARRAGUT in orbit above the planet of Cetos ...

EXT. CETOS, SOMEWHERE OUTSIDE THE LISTENING STATION - DAY

Mitchell and Ross stand looking out at a desolate desert
vista of mesas and sparse vegetation.

Mitchell pulls out a set of BINOCULARS...looks through. They
REVEAL several small buildings of a small outpost.

MITCHELL
Their camouflage imager  seems to be
functioning.

(lowers binoculars)
But no welcoming party.

(curious)
They knew we were coming.

ROSS
Maybe their comm-netÕs  down?

MITCHELL
LetÕs find out.

They start walking...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
I knew this guy once...used to run a
casino here.

ROSS
Here at the base?
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MITCHELL
Naska ...spaceport...about twenty
kilometers from here. Used to breeze
through there quite a bit back when
I was young and stupid.

ROSS
(deadpan)

How long ago was this?

MITCHELL
(suspicious)

Are you making a joke, Ross?

They step through a RIPPLING BUBBLE-LIKE FIELD that wavers
like a membrane until they see the buildings of Outpost
Four...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
(beat, looks around)

Nobody. What's the deal?

Mitchell pulls out and flips open his COMMUNICATOR...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
(into communicator)

Mitchell to Farragut .

LT. CMDR. LEBLANC (V.O.)
(over communicator)

Farragut . LeBlanc .

MITCHELL
(into communicator)

There doesn't seem to be anyone here. 
Have you been able to raise anyone
on your end?

LT. CMDR. LEBLANC (V.O.)
(over communicator)

No, sir.

MITCHELL
(into communicator)

Stand by.
(Ross)

How many are there supposed to be
here?

ROSS
Three. Two communications specialists
and one technician.

MITCHELL
(thoughtful)

Let's find the command center and
run the logs.

EXT. DEEP SPACE

ENTERPRISE SWOOSHES through hyperspace...
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INT. ENTERPRISE/GALLEY

Similar with subtle differences from FARRAGUT'S galley.
Several ENTERPRISE CREW sit off-duty...

Kirk stands at a food dispenser as the door slides open to
reveal his standard chicken soup...

PIKE (O.S.)
(from behind)

Chicken soup. Good choice.

Kirk turns to see Pike pull a tray from another dispenser...

KIRK
Captain, I need to check in with
Farragut  but due to the classified
nature of our current mission, I
can't use the main comm station.

PIKE
You can use the one in my office.
Come on.

Kirk is about to set down his tray...

PIKE (CONT'D)
Bring your soup.

Kirk follows Pike from the galley...

EXT. ENTERPRISE/CORRIDOR OUTSIDE GALLEY

...Into the corridor, both carrying their trays as they
walk...

PIKE
Hell of a think that happened.

KIRK
What's that, sir?

PIKE
That cloud creature thing that
attacked your ship...wiped out half
your crew...put Charlie in Starfleet
Medical...eventually killing him
too.

KIRK
(quiet)

Yes, sir.

PIKE
Remember that special ops  fiasco on
Gastillion  three years ago?

KIRK
Mainly the part about your former
Number One...how she ignored orders
and rescued you.
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PIKE
Tell me about it. Starfleet  really
blew the intel  on that one. If Robin
hadn't disobeyed orders and launched
that rescue mission, we'd have ended
up in the hands of the Kalars , which
means we'd have ended up with the
Klingons . I lost two that day. Could
have been a lot more. She really
saved my ass.

Pike stops at a door, presses the button to open it and then
turns to Kirk.

PIKE (CONT'D)
Even so, not a day goes by that I
still don't beat myself up over
letting myself get caught like that
in the first place... even when I
know deep down there was no way I
could have predicted it... nothing I
could have done differently to avoid
it.

KIRK
Yes, sir.

PIKE
There's nothing you could have done
either.

KIRK
Respectfully, sir...

PIKE
(cuts him off)

Nothing you could have done, Kirk.
Sometimes things just happen. Things
happen, you make the best of it and
move on. Guilt's a precious resource.
Don't hog it all for yourself.

(gestures inside)
Take all the time you need. I'll be
on the bridge.

KIRK
Yes, sir. Thank you.

EXT. DEEP SPACE

AAVIAN in formation with KORRALLIAM...

INT. AAVIAN MAIN BRIDGE

An OFFICER approaches Prath...

AAVIAN COMM. OFFICER
We intercepted a coded Starfleet
transmissions to the Cetos  system.
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PRATH
Cetos  is the only significant commerce
center between here and Earth in
this entire quadrant. Cain must be
going there...or he is there waiting
for the Federation to extract him.
Instruct the fleet to deploy for
Cetos .

AAVIAN COMM. OFFICER
Excellency!

EXT. DEEP SPACE

AAVIAN in formation with KORRALLIAM as they BURST off into
the ocean of stars...

INT. CETOS BASE/COMMAND CENTER - DAY

Mitchell and Ross are busy in a spacious command center with
consoles that face a bay window looking out onto the plaza.

MITCHELL
Nothing. Everything's wiped. You'd
think they weren't coming back.

ROSS
Perhaps they were not.

MITCHELL
This is so strange...

Mitchell's communicator BEEPS.

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
(flips communicator)

Mitchell.

LT. CMDR. LEBLANC (V.O.)
(over communicator)

Commander, you have an incoming
subspace, sir. It's Captain... acting
Captain Kirk.

MITCHELL
Relay it.

INT. ENTERPRISE/CAPTAIN'S OFFICE

Similar to the Captain's Office on Farragut , Kirk sits at
Pike's desk while a viewscreen  GLOWS on his face...

MITCHELL (V.O.)
(over comm-net )

Jim? What the hell's going on? We
just got the news about Captain
Garrovick.
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KIRK
(into comm-net )

We'll talk about it when I arrive,
Gary. What's the mission status?

MITCHELL (V.O.)
(over comm-net )

You tell me. We got here, everybody
was gone and all the systems have
been wiped. I'm getting that uneasy
feeling, you know? Like that time on
Demerest ? How close are you?

KIRK
Eight hours max, depending. I'm on
Enterprise. She's bringing me back.

(more serious)
Listen, Gary, I need you to do
something and you can't inform the
crew about it.

MITCHELL (V.O.)
(over comm-net )

You're the boss--boss.

KIRK
(into comm-net )

I need you to head into Naska
Spaceport.

MITCHELL (V.O.)
(over comm-net )

Sounds fun. What's the occasion?

KIRK
(into comm-net )

I can't tell you right now. I'll
meet you in that place we used to
go...the casino...the one owned by
that guy you know?

MITCHELL (V.O.)
(over comm-net )

The Orion's Belt.

KIRK
(into comment)

Yeah, there. Wait for me there.

MITCHELL (V.O.)
(over comm-net )

Look for me at the poker tables.

KIRK
(smiles, into comm-

net )
Try not to get arrested. Kirk out.

Kirk leans back in the chair a few moments looking at the
somewhat familiar surroundings, spins the chair around to
look out the wide window over the warp nacelles...
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EXT. CETOS BASE - DAY

In the shadows just beneath a spacious garage doorway looking
out on the desolate Cetos  vista, Ross is sitting in the driver
seat of a FLOATING HOVER-JEEP. She is not in uniform anymore,
rather wears some sort of CIVILIAN CLOTHING.

Mitchell comes walking out quickly and jumps into the
passenger seat. He's also now out of uniform and wearing
CIVILIAN ATTIRE.

MITCHELL
Let's get out of here.

Ross ACCELERATES the hover jeep forward out from beneath the
garage door and rolls off toward the horizon...

INT. FARRAGUT/MAIN BRIDGE

LeBlanc  sits in the captain's chair...

FARRAGUT HELM OFFICER
Vessel approaching!

(frowns)
Gone now...behind the planet.

LeBlanc  quickly steps over to the helm/tactical console where
the Helm Officer is gazing into the extended viewer...

FARRAGUT HELM OFFICER (CONT'D)
(gazing into viewer)

Came out of hyperspace so close to
the opposite side of the planet
scanners lost them.

(turns to LeBlanc )
Could it be Enterprise?

LeBlanc  leans down to peer through the helm tactical viewer...

LT. CMDR. LEBLANC
Not for another seven hours. Pirates
or smugglers most likely. They
typically exit hyperspace really
close to planets to avoid detection.

LeBlanc  leans away from the extended viewer...

LT. CMDR. LEBLANC (CONT'D)
(smiles)

Relax. Oldest trick in the book.

FARRAGUT HELM OFFICER
(smiles, relieved)

Yes, sir.

LeBlanc  pats the helm officer on the shoulder and goes to
sit in the Captain's chair...

SUDDENLY THE BRIDGE ROCKS VIOLENTLY, THROWING EVERYBODY FROM
THEIR STATIONS!
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LT. CMDR. LEBLANC
Red alert! Battle stations!

The RED ALERT KLAXON begins to BLINK and SOUND!

EXT. CETOS ORBIT

RISING UP FROM DEEP IN THE ATMOSPHERE... AAVIAN rockets up
from beneath through the blue blanket of air FIRING TORPEDOES
at Farragut's  underside!

The starboard nacelle is HIT and it BREAKS OFF from it's
strut, CRACKS into two pieces and tumbles away in an EXPLOSION
OF SPARKS!

INT. FARRAGUT/MAIN BRIDGE

CHAOS! ROCKING! ROLLING!

LT. CMDR. LEBLANC
Shields up! Shields up!

Another HIT and LeBlanc  is HURLED into a railing! Parts of
the ceiling CRASH DOWN!

EXT. CETOS ORBIT

KORRALLIAM SWOOPS DOWN out of hyperspace from above firing
its TORPEDOS! The salvos rake Farragut's  main hull, blasting
her superstructure into DEBRIS, SPARKS AND EXPLOSIONS!

AAVIAN FIRES! The torpedo SLAMS through the saucer from bottom
to top, SPEWING DEBRIS into the vacuum of space!

Farragut  PITCHES forward, the disc-like main hull BREAKS OFF
from the secondary hull and both begin to tumble down into
the atmosphere!

The leading edge of the saucer begins to GLOW FIERY RED as
it picks up speed into the ocean of air...

EXT. CANYON RIDGE ON CETOS - DAY

In the jeep, Mitchell and Ross bound across the rocky, sandy
terrain.

BOOM-BOOM! A distant thunderous DUAL SONIC BOOM reverberates
across the desolate vista. Mitchell throws up his hand for
Ross to stop.

ROSS
What is it?

MITCHELL
Shhh!

Long moments of just the ambient WHISTLE OF WIND...

ROSS
What did it sound like?
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MITCHELL
(annoyed)

There's no shutting you up, is there?
(silence)

I heard something--like a sonic boom.

Mitchell and Ross scan the skies when Mitchell finally
notices...

A TINY FIRE-RED SPECK and DEBRIS TRAIL drags across high in
the distant sky. Mitchell grabs for the BINOCULARS and slams
them to his eyes...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
Coming in kind of fast.

Ross picks up her TRICORDER, begins to operate it...

ROSS
I've lost my link to the ship's
network.

MITCHELL
(shock)

Oh my God.

ROSS
What?

Mitchell hands off the binoculars to Ross and whips out his
communicator as Ross sees the same thing through the
binoculars...the FIERY DEATH PLUME OF FARRAGUT'S SAUCER AND
NACELLE streaking across the sky...

FADE TO BLACK.

END OF PART TWO
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STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS
"War And Peace"

PART THREE

FADE IN:

EXT. CANYON RIDGE ON CETOS - DAY

The FIERY DEATH PLUME OF FARRAGUT'S SAUCER AND NACELLE streaks
across the sky to vanish below the horizon...

MITCHELL
(into communicator)

Mitchell to Farragut! Mitchell to
Farragut!

Mitchell grabs the binoculars back from Ross to scan the sky
again...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
She's gone. Completely gone.

Something else in the binoculars catches Mitchell's eyes and
he jerks them sideways to look...then pushes a button to
greatly magnify two fuzzy but clearly identifiable
objects...the KLINGON WARSHIPS...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
(alarm)

Klingons! Probably tracking our
signals!

Mitchell grabs the tricorder  from Ross and throws his
communicator and the tricorder  on the ground next to the
hover-jeep. He pulls out his PHASER and DISINTEGRATES both
in a BLAZE OF ENERGY.

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
Go!

Ross accelerates and soon they are tearing across the rough
arid terrain...

EXT. CANYON RIDGE ON CETOS

Mitchell jerks the binoculars down, sees the Squadron of
Klingon assault craft flying over the distant mountain range
toward them...

MITCHELL
Down in that gully! Go! Go!

Ross sends up dust and gravel as the hover-jeep jerks around,
rumbles roughly down the mesa into a narrow valley...into
the shadows...

A SQUADRON OF SHIPS SCREAMS BY OVERHEAD...

Mitchell and Ross press themselves into the shadows until
last of the ships wails past...
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Mitchell crawls to the lip of the crevice to get a better
look with the binoculars. Ross follows.

Through the binoculars, Mitchell sees the squadron sweeping
over the camouflaged base in valley...

ROSS
Did they see us?

MITCHELL
I don't think they were looking for
us.

Mitchell sets down the binoculars and is quiet...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
We have to get to Naska .

EXT. DEEP SPACE

ENTERPRISE cruises through the stars...

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

Pike and Kirk stride onto the bridge from the turbo ...

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
(into console)

Enterprise to Farragut , respond.
(beat)

Enterprise calling Farragut , respond.
(sees Kirk)

Still no response.

PIKE
(to Comm. Officer)

Keep trying.
(Tyler)

All engines stop.

TYLER
Answering all engines stop, sir.

THE STARS SLOW on the main viewscreen  as the ENGINES WHINE
DOWN...

PIKE
I'm not going into disputed space...
not without hearing from Farragut
one way or the other. Last thing I
need is a run-in with Klingons .

Kirk has been quietly mulling...

KIRK
Captain...may we speak privately in
your office?

Pike furrows his eyebrows at Kirk for a few moments...
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PIKE
You have the bridge, mister Spock.

Pike motions for Kirk to follow and they head for the turbo .
Spock steps down and then up to the captain's chair
platform...

SPOCK
(announces)

The Captain is off the bridge.
(into all-call)

This is Commander Spock. I have the
con.

INT. ENTERPRISE/CAPTAIN'S OFFICE

Pike gazes out the window at the SWOOSHING STARS, then turns
back...

PIKE
(astounded)

That's... quite a story Kirk.

KIRK
Yes, sir.

PIKE
Do you know what you're suggesting?

KIRK
Yes, I do, sir...and I also know I
cannot put your ship and crew in any
more danger. If you'll simply permit
me to take one of your long-range
shuttles...

PIKE
I'm not going to just dump you and a
shuttle out into deep space and go
about my business!

KIRK
You'll be fulfilling your orders,
sir. Your orders were to convey me
back to my ship. Your logs will
reflect this. This is not your
concern, sir.

PIKE
You've made it my concern! My orders
are to see you to your ship. After
that...is not my concern...which
isn't true either...

(angry)
God damn it, Kirk! You've put me in
one hell of a fix!

KIRK
I know, and I'm sorry...but with my
inability to contact Farragut , I 

(MORE)
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KIRK (CONT'D)
have to get there some other
way...some other way than on
Enterprise--to avoid an incident.

PIKE
Incident? The only thing stopping me
from throwing you in the brig right
now is because you're George Kirk's
son...and because of Charlie
Garrovick...

(still taking it all
in)

Your father... alive?  A fifteen-year-
old conspiracy between the Federation
and the Klingons ? Charlie Garrovick
murdered?

KIRK
I know.

Pike simmers down...

PIKE
You're on the fast track, Kirk...
something everybody in Starfleet  but
you seems to realize. You're risking
all that...possibly facing a court
martial...

(calm)
Your father's contributions to
Starfleet  and the Federation are 
Extraordinary...and if there is some
sort of conspiracy that dishonors
that legacy, I want it exposed just
as much as you do...but there are
ways.

(beat)
And you don't even know where Farragut
is.

KIRK
I know where she should be. Something
must have happened and they're running
silent. Captain...right now you have
deniability .

Pike stews as the intercom WHISTLES...

PIKE
(firm, to Kirk)

You're not going in there alone.
(into all-call)

Pike.

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER (V.O.)
(over intercom)

Incoming from Starfleet , Captain
Pike. Orders for Commander Kirk,
sir. They're directed to you as well.
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PIKE
(into all-call)

Well go ahead.

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
Commander Kirk is hereby ordered to
assume full command of U.S.S . Farragut
by order of ComSol, Starfleet  Command,
and is hereby field promoted to the
rank of Captain. Admiral T'pol ,
Starfleet  Command. End transmission.

Kirk's eyebrows shift slightly at the mention of T'Pol's
name.

PIKE
(into all-call)

Thank you.
(switches off intercom,

to Kirk)
You realize you have just become the
youngest Captain ever to command a
ship in Starfleet ?

(irony)
Now if we can just find that ship...

Pike thinks for a few moments, then presses the viewscreen
intercom...

PIKE (CONT'D)
(into all-call)

Scotty?

SCOTTY (V.O.)
(over intercom)

Aye, sir?

PIKE
(into all-call)

Do we still have that old Romulan
scout ship we captured a couple months
back? The one carrying those escaped
Federation POW's?

SCOTTY (V.O.)
(over intercom)

Aye, sir. It's all packed up and
ready to drop off at Starbase
seventeen as soon as we get there
just like you ordered.

PIKE
(into all-call)

Well unpack it...and put a subspace
radio on it and I want it ready to
go in one hour. Pike out.

(to Kirk)
Best I can do, Kirk.
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KIRK
You've already done more than enough,
Captain.

EXT. SWEEPING LANDSCAPE OF CETOS - SUNSET

Prath's SQUADRON OF MILITARY TRANSPORT/ GUNSHIPS whine across
the sky toward a range of tall snow-capped mountains in
silhouette against the brilliant setting sun...

INT. PRATH'S TRANSPORT FLYING ABOVE CETOS - SUNSET

Prath yells into a HEADSET over the sound of the ENGINES.
The headset PROJECTS A FLOATING HOLOGRAM Commander Chang's
face a few inches in front of his eyes...

PRATH
(into comm-headset )

That's right, Commander...the entire
planet...all ships in or out are to
be boarded and searched. That
transmission came from somebody down
here.

Prath flips up the viewscreen  portion of the headphones as
his immediate second, CORBA, hands him a heavier bulky
winterized overcoat. Prath slips it on...

PRATH (CONT'D)
(to Corba)

What's that governor's name again?

CORBA
Brak , sir!

EXT. NASKA STARPORT VISTA - DUSK

Nestled high up beyond the snow-line of a vast enormous
mountain range, the Naska  Starport  lights glimmer in the
twilight...

Prath's transport-gunships  descend toward the airport-like
terminal. 

There are various landing strips and platforms along with
numerous assorted space-going ships of all origins...

EXT. NASKA SPACEPORT RUNWAY - TWILIGHT

Prath's ships begin to clutter up the tarmac  as they land
and deploy SOLDIERS etc...

THE CITY IS SNOWBOUND, and the flight areas have been machine
plowed by massive TRACKED VEHICLES.

Klingon soldiers, all now dressed in HEAVY WINTER UNIFORMS
similar to Prath's, scramble about, moving in and out of the
main building, pushing locals out of their way as they
deploy...
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Prath climbs out of his transport and proudly surveys his
operation Patton  style...

From the main building we see a well dressed man wearing a
severe expression come stalking toward Prath along with
several aides. This is GOVERNOR BRAK.

PRATH
(to Corba)

Concentrate your searches in and
around bars, casinos...places of
entertainment and other high crime
areas.

CORBA
I don't understand.

PRATH
Humans have a natural instinct for
working against the system of law
and order. It's innate. They'll seek
out the criminal element when legal
avenues are unavailable.

GOVERNOR BRAK
(interrupting, angry)

Are you Prath!?

PRATH
(ignoring Brak , to

Corba)
While we stand here talking, they
are probably stealing a ship.

CORBA
Sir!

Corba is off rousing his soldiers...

GOVERNOR BRAK
Are you responsible for this!?

PRATH
Are you the spaceport supervisor?

GOVERNOR BRAK
(angry)

No I'm not the spaceport supervisor!

PRATH
I need to talk to the spaceport
supervisor. Get him for me.

GOVERNOR BRAK
I WILL NOT!

PRATH
Then what are you doing here?

GOVERNOR BRAK
Nothing! I'm the Governor!
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PRATH
(mispronounces name)

You're Bark?

GOVERNOR BRAK
BRAK! Governor Brak !

PRATH
Well, governor, I'm closing down
your spaceport until further notice.

GOVERNOR BRAK
What?

PRATH
I'm after a Federation fugitive named
Varian  Cain.

GOVERNOR BRAK
What would a Federation fugitive be
doing in my city? What would he be
doing on this planet? How dare you
come barging into my city! I want
you and your swarm of...

(angry beat)
... Barbarians out of here right now!

Prath is losing his patience with the shrill man...

PRATH
(losing his cool)

Governor, the prospect of wasting my
time in your cold, miserable, filth
ridden city makes me consider simply
destroying the entire planet to solve
my problem.

Prath pushes past the speechless and angry Governor Brak ...

INT. ENTERPRISE/HANGER BAY

A young and slightly exasperated SCOTTY is followed by Kirk
(who is now dressed in CIVILIAN CLOTHING) and Pike as they
walk toward...

...A rather decrepit looking SPACECRAFT parked at the far
end of the hanger bay...

SCOTTY
If it's target practice you're
thinkin' of Captain, she's a waste
of good phasers . Those poor escaped
Starfleet  officers are lucky we found
them before it became a flying coffin.

PIKE
Will it make it to Cetos ?

SCOTTY
I'm not sure it'll make it out of
the hanger bay...

(MORE)
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SCOTTY (CONT'D)
(relents)

Aye...if ya're  real sweet on her...
she'll get you to Cetos ...but no
farther.

KIRK
(smiles)

That'll do, mister Scott. Thank you
for all your work.

SCOTTY
Thank me? Just don't come back and
kill me after...assuming you're still
alive to try.

Scotty throws up his hands and walks off, passing Spock, who
approaches...now wearing CIVILIAN CLOTHING as well. Kirk
notices this...

PIKE
Spock's going with you.

KIRK
What for?

SPOCK
(deadpan)

This being a Romulan ship, my fluency
in Romulan will increase our odds of
success.

Kirk clearly does not like this new wrinkle.

KIRK
Captain...

PIKE
(cuts him off)

No debate on it Kirk.
(to Spock)

And I want you back in the same
condition you left in. All right...get
off my ship.

EXT. ORION'S BELT CASINO - NIGHTFALL

Outside a fairly upscale casino with futuristic echoes of
Rick's Café Americain in Casablanca, Mitchell and Ross make
their way to the entrance, trying to remain unnoticed by
Klingon soldiers in the street.

MITCHELL
(jokes under his breath)

Now would be a good time to invade
the Klingon home planet.

ROSS
Why?
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MITCHELL
Because I think they're all here.

INT. ORION'S BELT CASINO - NIGHT

Filled with PEOPLE and CREATURES from all corners of the
known galaxy...drinking, smoking gambling...

At one table a LOUD BUNCH of drunk off-duty KLINGON SOLDIERS
think they own the place as they harass at will...

Mitchell and Ross push their way toward a table at the rear
where a rather shifty looking human...

HARRY MUDD (late 20-something) stands talking to a criminal-
type...

CORRIGUS, a large, rotund humanoid who is accompanied by a
wiry "housefly" looking BODYGUARD wearing dark sunglasses
and a suit. Corrigus is involved in a card game with a couple
other MOBSTERS and a couple of thuggish looking ALIEN
BODYGUARDS...

Obvious distress sweeps Mudd's face as he locks eyes with
Mitchell, who has spotted him and is walking purposefully
toward him...

Mudd quickly excuses himself from the table and quick-walks
across the room to avoid him, but Mitchell catches up with
him and grabs him by the collar...

MITCHELL
(sternly)

Hey Harry. Where's the fire?

MUDD
(shaky, forced)

Gary...hey...how's it going?

MITCHELL
Nice outfit.

MUDD
And expensive too--so take it easy.

MITCHELL
In your office.

MUDD
You're not still mad about that thing
that time at that place?

MITCHELL
(sharp)

Shut up.

Ross has caught up with Mitchell and Mudd. The three squeeze
past several DISORDERLIES into Mudd's office, Mitchell's
hand firmly grasping Mudd's shirt...
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MUDD
(looks at Ross)

Who's the skirt?

INT. ORION'S BELT CASINO/MUDD'S OFFICE - NIGHT

Mitchell slams Mudd against the wall as Ross closes the
door...

MITCHELL
It was a fake. It was a fake, wasn't
it?

MUDD
You're still mad about that? When
was that? Six years ago?

Mitchell gives his collar an extra-hard wrenching...

MUDD (CONT'D)
Okay! Okay! Okay! But I didn't know!
I swear! I got swindled as much as
you did!

MITCHELL
You're so full of crap, Harry! I
don't believe you for even a second.
I swear, if I didn't need your help
I'd kill you right now.

MUDD
I--

(double-take)
What did you say?

MITCHELL
You heard me.

MUDD
(smiles)

Yeah, but I just want to make sure
the drugs are really working.

MITCHELL
Lose the stupid-ass grin or so help
me I'll lose it for you.

MUDD
Fine. Fine. What do you need? I'll
set it up. You want your money back?
You got it. Things are pretty good
for me right now as you can see.
I'll even throw in a trip to the
casino tailor--

(glances at Ross)
For both of you.

MITCHELL
I don't want your damn money, Harry.
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MUDD
(really confused now)

You don't?

MITCHELL
No!

MUDD
What do you want then?

MITCHELL
Transportation.

MUDD
Well all you had to do was ask. Take
my car. It's out back--brand new--
it's yours...

MITCHELL
I don't want your stupid car either!

MUDD
Why? It's a nice one--

MITCHELL
Will you just shut the hell up and
listen? I need to get off this planet!

Mudd stares dumbly at him for a few long moments...

MUDD
(sarcastic)

Well why didn't you just say so?
Maybe there’s a red-eye out at
midnight?

Mitchell pulls out his phaser and jams it in Mudd's chubby
cheek...

MUDD (CONT'D)
Hey! Hey, hey! Okay!

MITCHELL
I really don't have time for your
crap, Harry! I really don't! You are
going to help me...and you're going
to do it now.

MUDD
Yeah. Sure. Small detail? This is a
casino...not a spaceport.

Mitchell digs the pistol deeper into Mudd's cheek...

MUDD (CONT'D)
Well either kill me or do some bridge
work because this is getting
redundant.
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MITCHELL
You know what? You're right. I should
just blow you away.

(to Ross)
Ross, see if anyone is outside...

MUDD
Okay! Okay! What are we all here?
Method actors? Let me think...

MITCHELL
No! No thinking! Only doing!

MUDD
What do you expect me to do? Take a
look around you! Everything's shut
down! Nobody's getting in or out
anytime soon.

MITCHELL
So? That kind of thing hasn't stopped
you before.

MUDD
Yeah, but these are Klingons . They
kill you-- then they arrest you.

MITCHELL
Come on, Harry...it was a lot worse
than this on Lasarias  5--a lot worse.

MUDD
Oh--

(slight chuckle, smile)
You remember that, huh?

MITCHELL
Oh yeah, I remember that. As a matter
of fact I remember a lot of things--
vividly. I'd sure hate to be captured
and interrogated by the Klingons . No
telling just what I might remember.

Mudd's smile falls.

MUDD
You've made your point. Not exactly
subtle.

MITCHELL
Good. Because I know you Harry. You
always have a back up plan for when
the shit hits the fan. Always. So
let's have it. What's your bail-out?

Mudd is thinking hard...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
Stop stalling!
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MUDD
I'm not stalling! I'm thinking!

MITCHELL
No you're not! You're stalling!

MUDD
Okay, Mitch. I'll level with you.

A smile slowly creeps across Harry's face...

MITCHELL
What are you smiling about?

MUDD
Because you're not going to believe
me when I tell you.

MITCHELL
Tell me what?

MUDD
I found it, Mitch.

Mitchell is about to speak when he apparently understands
exactly what Mudd is talking about.

MUDD (CONT'D)
(giddy)

That's right, Mitch. I have it. After
all this time I actually managed to
track it down.

ROSS
(confused)

Found what?

MITCHELL
(to Mudd)

Bullshit.

ROSS
I don't understand.

MITCHELL
No--I don't believe you--not even a
little. The thing doesn't exist.
That's what I finally figured out.

MUDD
Oh no, my friend--it exists--I assure
you.

ROSS
What are we talking about?

MITCHELL
(to Ross)

Nothing. We're talking about
absolutely nothing. Pure bullshit--
like always.
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But for some reason Mudd's expression is surprisingly
intractable and disconcerting...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
You're not smart enough to have found
it. If you do have it, you stole it
from somebody.

MUDD
(righteous indignation)

I did not steal it!   I'm being paid
by someone to find it and broker the
sale. I just haven't told them that
I actually found it yet. Momma Mudd
may have raised hell, but she didn't
raise an idiot.

MITCHELL
Where is it then? Let's see it.

MUDD
I don't have it here.

MITCHELL
No, of course you don't--

MUDD
I'm not that stupid to keep it here.
What do you take me for?

MITCHELL
Where is it then?

MUDD
Safe.

MITCHELL
Where?

MUDD
Does it matter?

MITCHELL
Yes!

(catches himself)
No. You're right--it doesn't--and I
don't care. What I care about is how
you're getting us out of here. Talk
to me about that.

MUDD
I am?

MITCHELL
Whoah--wait--back up--Who? Who didn't
you tell that you found it? Who's
paying you to sell it for them?

(sudden dread)
No...no it's not...
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MUDD
(finishes, confirms)

The Spaniard.

MITCHELL
Oh for the love of God--no! Harry he
wants to kill us! He tried twice!

MUDD
Three times--me-- three times-- you
twice.

MITCHELL
Exactly! Are you insane?

MUDD
What can I say? We were both after
it. Whoever got it first was just
going to sell it anyway, so it made
sense to join forces and split the
profit--which is considerable by the
way.

ROSS
(confused)

Who's the Spaniard?

MITCHELL
(ignores Ross, to

Mudd)
Does he know I'm here? Tell me he
doesn't.

MUDD
I didn't even know you were here.
Tonight isn't exactly going as I had
planned, you know, thanks to you and
the Klingons .

MITCHELL
And just how exactly was it supposed
to go?

MUDD
I was going to sell the thing to the
buyer, blow town and leave his share
here. But then--well.

MITCHELL
(to Mudd)

So where is it?

MUDD
Where is what? I told you--I don't
have it here.

MITCHELL
Your ship, Harry. Where's your ship.

MUDD
Why?
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Mitchell takes him by the arm and starts to lead him toward
the door, but Mudd, in his most defiant moment so far shakes
his hand off hard--surprising even Mitchell.

MUDD (CONT'D)
No!

(stands his ground)
I'm not going so you might as well
kill me. You'll never find my ship
in a thousand years and you'll be
stuck here. So go on. Get it over
with.

(shuts his eyes)
Make it quick.

Mudd has gone "all in" and Mitchell explodes in a tirade of
muttering and pacing circles. Mudd opens his eyes to watch
this for a few moments...

MUDD (CONT'D)
You ready to be reasonable now? For
God's sake Mitch--you act like I'm
screwing you. You want my help? This
is me helping.

MITCHELL
Bullshit. I know how it all shakes
out in the end when you help. Somebody
always gets screwed.

MUDD
You know? You're really a glass-half-
empty kind of guy, aren't you?

(to Ross)
You'd be much better off with somebody
else you know.

ROSS
Would I really?

MITCHELL
Fine. Fine. Just--tell me what I
have to do so we can get out of here.

MUDD
Meet with him.

MITCHELL
With who? The Spaniard? No way--

MUDD
No--the buyer. Meet with the buyer.

MITCHELL
Why do I have to meet with him? Just
give him the damn trinket, get your
damn money and let's go.
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MUDD
He's not going to follow through
unless he meets the Spaniard in
person.

(hesitates)
I need you to pretend to be him.

MITCHELL
What?

MUDD
He's never met the Spaniard. You
pretend to be him and meet with him.
Close it.

MITCHELL
Do I look Spanish to you? I don't
even speak Spanish for God's sake!

MUDD
(defiant)

It's the only way this will happen--
and the only way for you out of here.
There it is. Take it or leave it
Mitch.

(kinder)
Just sit down with this guy, play
some cards, make the exchange. Is
that so hard?

MITCHELL
I'm sorry-- play cards?

MUDD
He likes to play a little poker when
he comes into town. I set him up
with some high rollers I know.

Mitchell heaves a final sigh and shakes his head in resign.

MITCHELL
Whatever.

MUDD
Alright then.

Mudd turns to go--

MITCHELL
Where the hell do you think you're
going?

MUDD
To get you something to wear.

MITCHELL
What's wrong with what I'm wearing?

MUDD
Where do you want me to start? I'll
be right back.
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MITCHELL
Wait.

MUDD
What now?

MITCHELL
Yeah--we're waiting for someone.

MUDD
There's more of you?

MITCHELL
No--just one--you've met him before.
Jim Kirk.

MUDD
Him? That stick in the mudd? Why is
he coming here?

MITCHELL
Just--go do what you got to do. If
you happen to see him--

(afterthought)
And don't forget--I'm going to be in
here doing a lot of reminiscing for
the Klingons , so don't try anything.

MUDD
Yeah--whatever.

(gives Ross a glance)
She always talk so much?

Mudd makes a final adjustment to his outfit and with a last
look back at them, opens the office door and is out...

Mitchell notices Ross is giving him a deadpan but curious
expression as he closes the office door again...

MITCHELL
And I don't want to hear anything
from you.

ROSS
You realize he could simply go alert
the authorities.

Mitchell starts around Harry's large desk and falls into the
big chair, kicking his feet up to cross them on the desk.

MITCHELL
Harry? Call the police? Not in this
lifetime.

(beat)
So anyway, I'm going to close my
eyes for a few minutes, okay? I tell
you what--why don't you go out there
and keep an eye out for the Skipper.
Oh--and do me a favor--let me break
the news to him.
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Both are quiet for a few moments.

ROSS
You really think he's going to come?

MITCHELL
I hope not.

EXT. DEEP SPACE

The junker Romulan scout ship flies alone through the sea of
stars...

INT. ROMULAN SCOUT SHIP

Kirk and Spock sit quietly in the respective pilot/copilot
seats.

Spock seems quietly occupied as Kirk has the familiar book
we saw earlier, A Tale of Two Cities, open on his lap. He is
distracted though and looks across at his quiet Vulcan
companion, who notices and gazes back for a few moments...

SPOCK
Do you not find your choice for
accessing reading material cumbersome?

KIRK
(raises book)

You mean this?

SPOCK
Yes. It is most inefficient.

KIRK
It's not meant to be efficient, Spock.
It's meant to survive. It belonged
to my father. He gave it to me a
long time ago. It's been passed down
through the family for over a hundred
years.

SPOCK
The romantic affinity you humans
maintain for objects of antiquity is
most mystifying to me. You ascribe a
disproportionally high value to the
object rather than the message. The
Ark of the Covenant. The Holy Grail
and so on.

KIRK
Yes, but without objects like this,
the messages they conveyed would
have been lost.

SPOCK
You refer to the "great information
crash" as it is sometimes called. 

(MORE)
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SPOCK (CONT'D)
The latter twenty-first century when
the entire electronically stored
infrastructure of the World Wide Web
was purged by the rogue paramilitary
terrorist group led by Colonel Green.

KIRK
Yes--and fortunately because of books
like this--we managed to recover a
lot of it back.

SPOCK
(indifferent)

Indeed.

With that Spock is silent and absorbed once again in adjusting
something on the flight console.

KIRK
You've changed, Spock--since I knew
you at the Academy.

SPOCK
(furrows eyebrows)

Your use of the word "knew" is
inaccurate. Our relationship was not
of a familiar nature.

(afterthought)
I am, however, curious what you mean
when you say that I have changed.

KIRK
You're not bitter.

SPOCK
Bitter? Ah, yes, over the Kobyashi
Maru affair.

KIRK
You're not still carrying a grudge?

SPOCK
A grudge--a feeling of resentment--
rancor--a chip on one's shoulder?

KIRK
Yes.

SPOCK
Setting aside for a moment the fact
that I am a Vulcan and therefore
incapable of such emotions, even if
I were beset by such thoughts, it
would be illogical for me to harbor
lingering emotions over a decision
which neither you or I had any
control.
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KIRK
(leading)

So you're saying you're over it?
You're still not annoyed that I beat
the test?

SPOCK
Another inaccuracy. You did not defeat
the test. You reverse engineered the
code to create an entirely new
scenario that you could manipulate.

KIRK
And beat the test.

SPOCK
You are of course entitled to your
conclusions--which do not entirely
disagree with the official conclusions
on record. 

KIRK
So I actually did you a service?

SPOCK
If by this you mean that your efforts
resulted in new re-programming to
eradicate the security failsafes  you
contravened--yes.

KIRK
So you disagree with the findings?

SPOCK
I accept the conclusions in the
official record.

KIRK
Spock, in no uncertain terms you
accused me of cheating.

SPOCK
You refer to the first hearing. The
hearing that was interrupted by the
Klingon attack in the Laurentian
system?

KIRK
We never finished that argument.

SPOCK
The findings of the second hearing
rendered them moot.

KIRK
Officially--yes. But you're talking
in circles around the big question
of whether or not you agreed or
disagreed with the finding.
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SPOCK
Whether I agree or disagree is
immaterial.

(afterthought)
Your verbal machinations designed to
illicit an emotional response from
me will prove futile.

KIRK
Machinations? We're just talking. 

SPOCK
You are talking. I am responding.

KIRK
You are being elusive.

SPOCK
You are being clever.

Spock's voice is tinged with a tone of annoyance.

KIRK
Spock--it's just you and me here. No
Academy board. Nobody else listening.
No one judging. Off the record. Just
you and me.

Kirk watches expectantly. Spock sits silently for a few
moment, then raises his eyebrows, slightly confused.

SPOCK
I beg your pardon--are you waiting
for me to say something?

KIRK
(resign)

Not at all.
(chuckles)

You know something, Spock? I'm
beginning to think your game is poker,
not chess.

SPOCK
I am unfamiliar with poker.

KIRK
(smiles)

I've heard that one before.

Something BEEPS on the console...

SPOCK
We are approaching Cetos . Hyperdrive
inversion in three, two, one...

The ship LURCHES AND SHUDDERS VIOLENTLY as it slows...drawing
a look of concern between Kirk and Spock. Through the cockpit
window, the planetary orb of Cetos  HURLS TOWARD THEM as if
to smash into them...but then slows...
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KIRK
Your ships engineer wasn't kidding.

SPOCK
Mister Scott is not one to resort to
humor.

(thinks)
May I inquire as to our purpose here?

KIRK
I'm meeting someone in Naska  Starport .

(beat)
I'm sorry, mister Spock, but it's
classified.

SPOCK
I have never been to Naska  Starport ,
but I understand it is the center
for illegal activities in this
quadrant.

Kirk turns his chair to a jury-rigged piece of equipment
attached to the side of the console...

KIRK
I'll try to raise Farragut  on the
subspace.

More BLEEPING...more insistent this time. Spock studies the
scanner screen.

SPOCK
There are two Klingon D-7 warships
in orbit.

Kirk jerks his finger away from the subspace radio control
he is about to activate...swivels to look out the front
viewport  at the two Klingon warships...

KIRK
Well, that explains why I couldn't
raise Farragut  earlier. She probably
warped out of orbit--is hiding
somewhere safe.

(thinks)
Well we can't turn back now...

A WHISTLE on the radio...

KLINGON VOICE (V.O.)
(over radio in Romulan)

Romulan scout vessel, identify and
state your destination and purpose!

Spock activates the comm near him...
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SPOCK
(into comm, speaking

Romulan)
This is the Romulan scout ship
Thetros . We are on a classified
mission to Naska  Starport .

KIRK
What did you say?

SPOCK
I told them we are on a classified
mission to Naska  Starport .

KIRK
You are an artful liar, mister Spock.

SPOCK
A half-truth. You are on a classified
mission to Naska .

KIRK
(smiles)

Now who's being clever?

Both look up and out the cockpit window to see...

EXT. SPACE NEAR CETOS

The junker Romulan scout ship flies toward the AAVIAN and
KORRALLIAM as they hover menacingly above the night side of
Cetos ...

INT. AAVIAN MAIN BRIDGE

A KLINGON OFFICER looks up from his scanning post...

AAVIAN COMM. OFFICER
(to Kor)

Commander! One of our Romulan scout
ships requests permission to approach
the planet!

KOR
Destination?

AAVIAN COMM. OFFICER
Naska  Starport .

Kor smirks and presses the comm...

KOR
(into comm)

Romulan scout ship...what are you
doing in this quadrant?

SPOCK (V.O.)
(over comm, in Romulan)

We are on a classified mission for
Chancellor Gast! 

(MORE)
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SPOCK (V.O.) (CONT'D)
You will not interfere! Process the
code and let us pass immediately!

INT. ROMULAN SCOUT SHIP

Kirk's eyebrows raise as he watches Spock, who seemingly out
of character, has raised his voice in anger.

KOR (V.O.)
(over comm)

Your code is invalid! You will prepare
to be boarded!

Spock presses the button on the comm and again raises his
voice forcefully in Romulan...

SPOCK
(into comm)

You will process our code and let us
pass or I will have you executed for
interfering!

Spock immediately cuts off the comm button. Long moments of
silence...

SPOCK (CONT'D)
(deadpan)

Klingons  respond only to forceful
dialogue.

KIRK
You raised instead of called.

SPOCK
I do not understand.

KIRK
Poker. You bluffed and raised the
stakes.

SPOCK
I see.

KIRK
(gazes out the viewport )

And...the longer they think about
it, the better our chances get that
they'll fold.

SPOCK
Fold?

KOR (V.O.)
(over comm)

Your code is expired! Transmit a
current code!
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SPOCK
(to Kirk)

He repeats that our code is invalid
and demands we transmit a current
one.

KIRK
Tell him no.

SPOCK
(into comm)

Negative!

KIRK
Now tell him we're landing on their
ship and we want to see their captain.
Just do it.

Spock studies Kirk, then presses the comm button...

SPOCK
(into comm)

Instruct your landing bay to prepare
for our arrival! Have your Captain
meet us there at once!

KIRK
Switch it off.

Spock switches off the comm button.

KIRK (CONT'D)
And now we wait.

Kirk leans back in his seat and folds his arms.

SPOCK
For what are we waiting?

KIRK
You'll see.

SPOCK
Most peculiar.

Kirk just grins and winks at Spock as they sit for more
moments of silence...

AAVIAN COMM. OFFICER (V.O.)
(over comm)

Romulan scout ship. You will proceed
with your mission to Naska Starport
at once!

SPOCK
(surprised)

Fascinating. Events have just occurred
that have disallowed all rules of
statistical probability.
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KIRK
You mean there was no chance in hell
that was going to work?

(smiles)
Poker's not about the cards you have.
It's what you can make the other
player think you have.

SPOCK
I shall endeavor to research this
poker at my earliest opportunity.

EXT. CETOS ORBIT

Kirk and Spock's Romulan ship swoops past the two Klingon
warships and descends into the darkness of the Cetos  night...

EXT. NASKA STARPORT VISTA - NIGHT

The lights of Naska  GLIMMER against a clear starry night
sky...

INT. ORION'S BELT CASINO (LATER) - NIGHT

CLOSE ON A KLINGON SOLDIER AS HE BELCHES LOUDLY...Pull back
to reveal the casino in full swing. Several KLINGON SOLDIERS
sit at two of the tables, drunk, raucously bellowing and
slapping around PATRONS...

Over at the entrance, Kirk and Spock walk in dressed in
civilian clothes. Kirk carries his book beneath his arm as
he scans the busy room, spots...

In one corner of the room, at a back table alcove, sits Varian
Cain, as inconspicuously as possible...

KIRK
(to Spock)

Come on.

INT. BACK TABLE/ ORION'S BELT CASINO

Kirk and Spock approach and with a silent exchange between
Kirk and Cain, Kirk carefully sits next to him, both with
their eyes peeled, watching the room full of drunk Klingon
soldiers...

KIRK
(hushed whisper)

Sit down Spock.

Spock sits stiffly, but looks quite out of place as Cain
eyes him suspiciously...

Kirk sets down his book on the table as he sits.

KIRK (CONT'D)
(introducing)

Commander Spock--



STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS "WAR AND PEACE" (12/25/2007) 129.

CAIN
I know who he is. Pike's X.O.

KIRK
(looking around)

What the hell happened?

CAIN
I got in just before they did. Pretty
sure they're looking for me--not
doing a very good job of it though.

KIRK
Well one thing's certain--we're
stranded--unless we can find some
way out. Farragut's  nowhere to be
found. My X.O. is supposed to meet
me here though...  was supposed to
meet me here.

(looks around)
A friend of his runs this place. If
I can find him...maybe he can be of
help.

CAIN
Can he be trusted?

KIRK
Absolutely not. But under the
circumstances...

(spots Mudd)
Wait, that's him. You all wait here.

(at Spock, indicates
book)

Watch that for me, will you?

Kirk gets up, makes his way through the BUSTLING room toward
Mudd, leaving Cain and Spock sitting, Spock lifts the cover
of the book curiously as Cain watches.

CAIN
You're the asshole who busted Jimmy
over the Koby thing.

SPOCK
Yes. You must excuse my not discussing
it further, however, as we were
ordered not to.

CAIN
(annoyed)

Whatever--don't discuss it then.
(afterthought)

How'd  you end up on this ride anyway?

SPOCK
Captain Pike felt it wise.

CAIN
He did, did he? 

(MORE)
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CAIN (CONT'D)
How that man made captain is still
one of my life's great mysteries.

SPOCK
I believe it was for his actions on
the starship  Kelvin during the
surprise attack. When the bridge was
hit, he assumed command of the
emergency bridge and held off the
attack until reinforcements could
arrive.

CAIN
Surprise attack? You really are
clueless  aren't you? You have no
idea what Kelvin was doing out there
do you?

SPOCK
I believe it was tasked initially
with investigating a temporal anomaly.

CAIN
Bullshit.

SPOCK
I beg your pardon?

CAIN
There was no temporal anomaly there.
It was all bullshit. 

SPOCK
These are the details outlined in
the official record.

CAIN
Believe what you want my green friend.
Kelvin was out there on a bullshit
secret mission and got caught.

INT. MUDD'S OFFICE

Mitchell and Ross--as before. Mitchell has his feet up on
the desk. His eyes open from a light sleep. He sees Ross
looking at him. She is now dressed in the very SKIMPY OUTFIT
of an Orion slave girl that barely covers the necessities.

ROSS
(perplexed)

He wanted to tint my skin green.

MITCHELL
(chuckles)

I'm sure he did.

ROSS
Apparently there is a drug that will
accomplish this temporarily.
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MITCHELL
(looks around)

How long have I been asleep?

ROSS
Just over an hour.

MITCHELL
I thought I told you to stay out
there and keep an eye out for Jim?

ROSS
Harry--mister Mudd--he felt I would
draw too much attention. He sent me
back.

MITCHELL
(annoyed)

Where is that idiot anyway?
(looks her over)

You look ridiculous.

Even so, Mitchell steals a glance at her mostly bared backside
as he walks past her--spots a nicely TAILORED SUIT draped
over the couch.

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
What's this?

ROSS
That's for you. Harry said that you
looked like a schmuck--whatever that
is.

MITCHELL
So it's Harry now?

ROSS
May I inquire as to the artifact
Harry--mister Mudd--mentioned earlier?

MITCHELL
Why don't you ask Harry?

ROSS
He doesn't seem to like me much.

MITCHELL
I can relate.

(pauses)
It's a spear--actually not a whole
spear--just the spearhead.

ROSS
It is valuable obviously.

MITCHELL
You could say that. 

(MORE)



STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS "WAR AND PEACE" (12/25/2007) 132.

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
Supposedly it's the spear used by
the Roman centurion to pierce Jesus
while he was up on the cross. Harry's
been chasing around after it for
years now.

ROSS
(knows)

The Holy Lance--the Lance of Longinus --
also known as the spear of destiny.

MITCHELL
More like the spear of bullshit.

ROSS
But it went missing from the Hofburg
Museum in Vienna, Austria during the
opening days of the Third World War.
It was thought to have been hidden
to protect it from Colonel Green's
forces. It has not been seen since.

MITCHELL
Do me a favor, huh? Look at my face.
See this expression? This is me not
interested. Memorize it for future
reference.

The office door RATTLES...sending Mitchell and Ross to their
feet, each brandishing their phasers . The door opens...in
comes Mudd...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
Where the hell have you been?

MUDD
Why aren't you dressed yet?

Kirk suddenly walks in, followed by Spock and Cain. Spock
carries Kirk's book.

MITCHELL
Jim! How the hell did you get in?

KIRK
A captured Romulan scout ship.

MITCHELL
Come again?

KIRK
Long story.

Mitchell eyes Spock suspiciously...

MITCHELL
I'm sure--

(sees Spock)
Is that who I think it is?
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SPOCK
(cordial)

Mister Mitchell.

MITCHELL
Well, either way, I'll take a Romulan
scout ship over being stuck here.

KIRK
Not likely. The ship was seized on
our arrival. Spock here managed to
talk us out of being seized along
with it. We've got to find a way to
get back to the Farragut .

A knowing look passes between Ross and Mitchell...

MITCHELL
Right.

KIRK
(to Mitchell)

So what then? Farragut  warped out
before the Klingons  arrived. Where'd
she go?

MITCHELL
(dread)

Jim... Farragut's  gone.

KIRK
Right. Where'd she go?

MITCHELL
(choosing words)

No, I mean she's gone, Jim. The
Klingons  must have caught her in
orbit. She went down...burned up.
Ross and I saw the whole thing. She's
gone.

This hits Kirk like a ton of bricks.

KIRK
What?

CAIN
Farragut's  gone?

Kirk takes this in silently as Mitchell simply nods yes to
Cain.

MITCHELL
I'm sorry, Jim.

KIRK
First Tycho --then this. Over four-
hundred crewmen...
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MUDD
Yes, well, this is all tragic but no
use crying over spilled milk...

MITCHELL
Shut up Harry.

MUDD
I'm just saying--

MITCHELL
(harsh)

Shut up.

Meanwhile, Kirk has had a chance to process the bad news and
has collected himself...

KIRK
No--Harry's right. We've got immediate
concerns--first of which is to get
the hell off this planet.

SPOCK
I respectfully submit that our second
course of action be to find an
expeditious means to warn Starfleet .
The Klingon forces here could be an
indication that they are massing for
a full-scale invasion.

CAIN
They're not massing for an invasion
you idiot. They're looking for me--
and Jimmy here.

MITCHELL
(Kirk)

What does he mean?

Cain and Kirk share a knowing look...

KIRK
Cain--if for some reason neither of
us gets out of this--somebody else
better know.

Cain is quiet for a moment, then nods.

CAIN
You're right.

MITCHELL
Right about what?

Cain nods to Kirk.

KIRK
(Mitchell)

My father is still alive.



STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS "WAR AND PEACE" (12/25/2007) 135.

MITCHELL
I'm sorry--what?

CAIN
George Kirk is still alive.

Everybody other than Kirk and Cain are silently in various
stages of shock and disbelief.

KIRK
It's true.

CAIN
It's the reason we're here--and why
the Klingons  are looking for us.

The expressions on everybody's faces hasn't changed.

KIRK
(Cain)

Show them.

At first hesitant, Cain reaches in his pocket and pulls out
the memory module.

CAIN
Anybody got something that can play
this?

SPOCK
I believe I can be of assistance.

Spock pulls out his TRICORDER, steps to Mudd's desk and lays
down Kirk's book, then lays the tricorder  on top of it. He
opens an access door to reveal a slightly glowing rectangular
space and turns to Cain, who hesitates before handing it off
to the Vulcan. Spock "lays" the module on the rectangular
interface and adjusts a couple controls...

After a few moments, a LUMINESCENT HOLOGRAPHIC but non-
dimensional image PROJECTS above the tricorder .

CAIN
(to Mudd)

You. Get the lights.

Mudd smirks, but then reaches for a wall control to DIM THE
LIGHTS. Now, the only source of ILLUMINATION in the room is
the holographic image, which GLOWS on everyone's faces...

The image COALESCES to display KALOR ARKANON...

ARKANON (V.O.)
(holographic)

George my old friend...

SPOCK
(recognition)

Former Klingon Chancellor Arkanon.
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ARKANON (V.O.)
(holographic)

I am sorry for the way you are
receiving this message from me so
close to our upcoming summit on
Gastillion, but times are grave and
I can not risk its being intercepted
on its way through proper diplomatic
channels. If you are watching this,
I did not make it to the summit, and 
I am most likely dead. There is a
conspiracy afoot, George, involving
several high-level officials on both
my side and yours. They do not share
our vision, my friend. My top general,
Gast, is at the very heart of it. He
has allied himself with others whom
I have not yet been able to identify.
There are others on your side as
well. I have encoded valuable data
on this module that details this
conspiracy and identifies other chief
operatives.
Suffice it to say, this conspiracy
is vast and poses the gravest threat
to the success of the peace process. 
It is up to you now. You must take
this information and expose these
traitors to your people and to ours.
The truth must be told. Don’t let it
end, George. You must go on without
me. Good luck, my old friend. Qa’Pla!

The holographic message FLICKERS TO STATIC that STROBES off
everyone's faces in the dark...

CAIN
Well, we all know what happened.

Spock removes the module from the tricorder  and hands it
back to Cain. There are a few more long moments of silence
before Kirk turns to Mitchell...

KIRK
So what's this big plan of yours?

INT. ORION'S BELT CASINO (LATER)

Led by Mudd, Kirk, Spock, Mitchell, Ross and Cain make their
way through the crowded room. Mitchell is now dressed nicely
in the formal attire Mudd provided. Spock once again carries
Kirk's book for him.

KIRK
(whispers to Mitchell)

This is a really dumb idea.

MITCHELL
(whispers back)

Tell me about it.
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Mitchell catches Kirk looking at Ross'  mostly bare rear end
as it peeks out beneath her very short skirt.

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
(raises eyebrows

suggestively)
I know, right?

MUDD
(to Cain, Spock, Ross)

When we get up there, you three just
shut up and go stand by the bar and
stay there.

They arrive at a special raised VIP section with a burgundy
rope blocking several steps that lead up to it. Mudd motions
to one of two CASINO EMPLOYEES, one of whom unhooks the rope
and allows them past.

MUDD (CONT'D)
(to Mitchell)

Wait at the top for me to introduce
you.

Mitchell starts up the steps, followed by Kirk. Cain follows
next along with Spock and Ross--but Mudd reaches and pulls
Ross backwards--

MUDD (CONT'D)
(sarcastic)

Let me guess--you weren't the prom
queen?

Mudd reaches rather unabashedly to adjust Ross'  skimpy halter-
top around her cleavage.

MUDD (CONT'D)
(mutters)

I should have made you green.

He looks her over, not entirely satisfied but it'll have to
do.

MUDD (CONT'D)
Well? Go on?

Ross starts past--Mudd grabs her back once again. With his
other hand he shoves a serving tray into her hand--then pushes
her onward. He watches her bare buttocks peeking from beneath
the short skirt and shakes his head, frowning sadly before
quick-timing it up the steps after her.

At the top, Mitchell and Kirk wait while Cain, Spock and
then Ross continue for the small bar in one corner of the
raised VIP section.

CORRIGUS, fat, rather odd-looking but obviously human, sits
book-ended on both sides by his two BODYGUARDS standing beside
him--one reminds us of a "housefly" with sunglasses and the
other a motley alien.
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At the same table, sitting on the other side are two other 
humanoids--VIN, and his sidekick LOUIE, a fatter human. Both
are scrungy  looking Jersey Mafia types...

Another well dressed casino employee, the DEALER, stands on
the other side of the table SHUFFLING CARDS quite
impressively...

CORRIGUS
(friendly, to Mudd)

Mister Walsh . Good evening, sir.

MUDD
Good evening. Gentlemen.

Meanwhile, Mitchell leans to whisper into Mudd's ear...

MITCHELL
Mister  Walsh?

MUDD
(corrects)

Leo Walsh .

MITCHELL
Leo Walsh?

MUDD
Yes--for God's sake, it's not that
difficult Mitch. How is everyone--
considering? You have everything you
need here?

CORRIGUS
Present circumstances aside, we feel
quite welcome, as always.

Mudd motions across at the bar where Cain, Spock and Ross
are standing...

MUDD
You! More drinks! Move it before I
sell you off to a dilithium miner!

(aside to Corrigus)
She's new.

Over at the bar, Cain leans to Ross--

CAIN
Pretty sure he means you.

Ross immediately reacts, looks with confusion at several
bottles on the bar, picks two after looking to see what's on
the table already--begins to rather clumsily to make several
drinks...

Mudd suddenly switches his full attention to Corrigus--

MUDD
Mister Corrigus, allow me introduce--
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MITCHELL
(interrupts)

Hi, how are ya?

Mitchell steps forward to extend his hand to shake--but
Corrigus'  bodyguards react quickly to intercept.

MUDD
No-no-no--this is the "most important
person" I told you about earlier?

Corrigus almost imperceptibly motions and his bodyguards
back off as he eyes Mitchell curiously...

CORRIGUS
This is...our Latin friend?

MITCHELL
Yeah, I know, right? The Spaniard?
What can I say? It's sort of a
professional nickname someone gave
me once--and it kind of stuck. I'm
always having to explain it.

CORRIGUS
Evidently. Then how shall we address
you, sir?

Corrigus has a very thick BRITISH ACCENT.

MITCHELL
Everybody calls me Mitch--short for
Mitchell.

CORRIGUS
Welcome mister Mitchell. A pleasure
to finally make your acquaintance. A
pleasure indeed.

Corrigus gestures toward Vin and Louie across the table...

MITCHELL
So what do we got going on here?
Looks a little like poker.

This draws a frown from Mudd, who eyes Mitchell
suspiciously...

CORRIGUS
Indeed, sir it is. We are all here
feeling just a little bit homesick
for Earth.

MITCHELL
I hear ya.

Mitchell reaches to pull out an empty chair to sit in...

CORRIGUS
Do you play, sir?
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MITCHELL
What's the game?

CORRIGUS
Single-deck, five-card-stud. An
uncomplicated game for less
complicated times. You are most
welcome to join us.

MITCHELL
Been quite a while since I played.
You were there--uh-- Leo--when was
it? The last time I played poker?

MUDD
(wary)

I'm sure I don't know, Mitch.

Even Kirk is giving Mitchell a suspicious eye now.

MITCHELL
Yes. Quite a while I think.

Mitchell suddenly remembers Kirk, who is still standing
there...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
Oh--and by the way, this is my
associate, mister--Kirk. May he join
us?

CORRIGUS
You are welcome, sir. The more the
merrier I always say. The more the
merrier.

Kirk pulls out and sits in the empty seat next to Mitchell,
between him and the two Jersey mobsters. Mitchell catches
Kirk giving him a slight frown but turns away...

MITCHELL
I guess we all got a little time to
kill now that we're pretty much
stranded in this hell-hole.

CORRIGUS
Yes, our Klingon visitors have
certainly ensured this. They have
indeed.

(gestures to Vin and
Louie)

And these two gentlemen are Mister
Vin and his associate.

Mitchell barely acknowledges Vin and shifts his gaze to a
nearby table full of ROWDY KLINGONS...
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MITCHELL
(to Corrigus)

I tell you what, a dentist could
make a killing in this town right
about now.

The fat sidekick of the skinny human thug laughs with a
particularly annoying snorting, drawing a harsh look from
his partner.

LOUIE
Sorry--it was funny.

VIN
(to Louie, annoyed)

Shut up?

CORRIGUS
(to Mitchell, slight

chuckle)
Well I tell you frankly, sir, you
are not at all as I imagined you.
No, not at all as I imagined.

MUDD
(starts to stand)

Well then, since my work here is
done, I'll just...

Mitchell grabs Mudd's arm and firmly draws him down to an
empty seat next to him...

MUDD (CONT'D)
...Sit here and watch--apparently--
if nobody minds.

Mudd turns to lock eyes with Mitchell, who just turns away,
ignoring his warning expression.

VIN
(to Kirk)

What about you? What's your story?

KIRK
Me?

MITCHELL
He's from Iowa--actually we both
are.

VIN
Farm boys.

Vin's rather dim but friendly sidekick chimes in...

LOUIE
Hey, we're from Earth too. You ever
been to Jersey?

Vin turns and glares at Louie.
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LOUIE (CONT'D)
IÕm just askin'...

CORRIGUS
Yes, destiny, it seems, has conspired
to throw us together. We might as
well make the best of it, I say.

Ross finally arrives with a tray full of several drinks,
stands beside Vin, where she begins to set all the drinks
next to him--drawing a disappointed head-shake from Mudd.

MITCHELL
Hey Fin, you want to pass me a drink
there?

Vin eyes Mitchell with daggers and with deliberate slowness,
takes a glass of sapphire-blue liquid and slides it toward
him. Mitchell reaches for it and Vin draws it back slightly.

VIN
(irritated)

Vin. The nameÕs Vin.

MITCHELL
(blows him off)

Note to self.

Mitchell reaches further and takes the drink forcefully.
Vin's anger is obviously rising as he draws his arm back off
the table.

Mudd's face also reveals growing dismay at Mitchell's
combative attitude toward Vin.

CORRIGUS
(raises his drink)

Well, sir--to Earth.

MITCHELL
To Earth --and straight teeth.

CORRIGUS
(laughs)

Indeed, sir.

Everyone but Vin raises their glasses and drinks...

MITCHELL
So what's the buy-in?

Mitchell sets the drink down as Kirk's eyes fall on it and
he frowns.

CORRIGUS
Fifty-thousand credits, sir. This is
just a friendly game.

MITCHELL
I see.
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VIN
Too much for you?

MITCHELL
No, I was just thinking IÕll have to
send my associate for change.

Corrigus laughs heartily, and is joined by Louie's own
snorting and chuckling...

CORRIGUS
(amused)

You have a wit, sir. Yes you do.
Levity is a friend at this table. A
friend indeed.

Vin turns to burn his eyes on his chuckling fat companion
again...

LOUIE
Come on, Vinny . It was funny.

VIN
Yeah? Well how about I take this
chair and use it to wipe that stupid-
ass grin off your stupid-ass face?

MITCHELL
So, Leo, I guess you better take out
my usual marker then.

Mudd jerks as he is caught off-guard.

MUDD
Huh?

MITCHELL
Yeah...the usual I think. One-hundred-
thousand.

(winks to Corrigus)
These guys look good--plus I'll need
a little running around money for
later on.

Mitchell finishes off his drink and sets down the empty glass.

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
Oh yeah--that's smooth.

Mudd seems frozen as Mitchell turns to lock eyes with him
for a long uncomfortable moment before turning away to
Corrigus...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
(to Corrigus)

Say, did Leo here ever tell you about
the time he and I were on Argelius ?

Mudd quickly interrupts with an urgent throat-clearing...
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MUDD
Uh--so that was one-hundred, right,
Mitch?

MITCHELL
I think that's enough.

Mudd starts to stand again, but is again drawn back into his
chair by Mitchell.

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
Just send someone.

Mudd waves one of his EMPLOYEES over, bends him down to
whisper in his ear, then sends him off, ending the episode
by glaring Mitchell...

MUDD
(sarcasm)

Will there be anything else?

MITCHELL
No--yes--

(picks up glass)
Another one of these--whatever it
is.

Mudd motions Ross over. She arrives beside Mitchell. He hands
her the empty glass. She sets it on her tray and starts back
toward the bar where Cain and Spock stand. Mitchell leans
back slightly to watch her rear end sway as she walks...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
Hey, and I wouldn't mind a little of
that either--but she'd look better
green, Harry.

MUDD
(quickly corrects)

Leo.

MITCHELL
Huh?

MUDD
You said Harry.

MITCHELL
(misunderstands)

No-- just green--oh and maybe if she
has a friend?

CORRIGUS
It was the best of times, it was the
worst of times.

MITCHELL
Come again?
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CORRIGUS
The book I saw your Romulan friend
carrying a few moments ago. A Tale
of Two cities. I have a wandering
eye for antiquities.

MITCHELL
Oh that.

(indicates Kirk)
That belongs to my friend here.

CORRIGUS
I see.

(to Kirk)
To you, sir. However, with all
respects to you and mister Dickens,
I must say I find that particular
tale just a bit of a downer--and a
long time getting there. A wonderful
literary specimen though. My
compliments to you, sir.

Kirk simply nods.

CORRIGUS (CONT'D)
Indeed, which most effortlessly
transitions us to our next subject
of discussion--

(to Mitchell)
Mister Walsh  here tells me you have
something for me.

MITCHELL
Yes, sir, I believe I do.

Ross has come back with a filled glass of the sapphire-blue
liquor and sets it in front of Mitchell, who almost
immediately picks it up...

CORRIGUS
Excellent. Because I'll tell you
plainly, sir, I want it. Yes, I very
much do.

Ross is about to start off when Mitchell grabs her by the
leg...

MITCHELL
Just bring the bottle.

Ross gives him a curious look then is off toward the bar
again...

CORRIGUS
As mister Walsh  may have indicated
to you, I am a collector of things,
mister Mitchell--things of great
value. I have amassed the wealth of
several lifetimes in the process--
however--one thing has always eluded
me.
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MITCHELL
(smiles, drinks)

The Spear.

CORRIGUS
Indeed, sir, the Spear. I have devoted
a better part of my life to obtaining
it--traveling the known galaxy in
pursuit of it...and I have come close
more times than I wish to recall.

Ross arrives back and sets the long necked bottle of the
sapphire-blue liquor in front of Mitchell, temporarily
distracting him before Corrigus continues his long-winded
speech...

CORRIGUS (CONT'D)
The Ark of the Covenant...the Sword
of Kahless --the Lirpa  of Surak --mere
myths--fairy tales--exaggerated
whispers in the shadows of history--
passed down through the ages--lost
between the pages of time.

(smiles)
Ahh...but the Spear--yes-- the Spear
is very much real...and I want it.
Oh yes, I want it very badly.

MITCHELL
(smiles)

Then, my friend, I'm afraid I bring
you some disappointing news.

Mudd's face registers shock as he turns on Mitchell. But
Mitchell ignores him and simply keeps smiling as he lifts
his glass up toward Corrigus...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
(continues)

...Because after tonight, my friend,
you will have to find something new
to want.

Corrigus smiles broadly, lifts his own glass and the two
share a toast while everyone else simply looks on--especially
Vin, who seethes silently.

CORRIGUS
Well, our pressing business out of
the way, shall we play?

Corrigus turns and nods to the dealer, who has thus far
remained silent. He begins to deal a round of cards...

EXT. NASKA CITY STREETS - NIGHT

Prath and Corba in a hover-jeep survey the street scene as
Corba drives...
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CORBA
I do not understand why random
interrogation failed.

PRATH
Humans are habitual liars.
Interrogation rarely works on them. 
They'll say anything your want to
hear. There is really only one thing
they respond to and that is incentive.

CORBA
(smiles)

Threat of death.

PRATH
Financial incentive. Particularly
Earthers . Money to them is more
important than family and honor.

Prath notices something and waves Corba, who brings the hover-
Jeep to a stop...

THE ORION'S BELT CASINO

PRATH (CONT'D)
(suspicious)

Where is the squad that was stationed
here?

INT. ORION'S BELT CASINO

Quite a pile of chips has collected in front of Mitchell.
The bottle of the sapphire-blue liquor is nearing empty. Vin
seethes silently across the table while Kirk and Mudd look
on--Mudd with a rather dismal expression on his face...

MITCHELL
(drunk)

Well...I gotta tell you, I've never
been this lucky before...well almost
never.

(indicates Kirk)
Jimmy and I here were on Demerest
this one time...got into a little
trouble with the natives there. Got
a little too friendly with the
daughter of the chief. Once you go
blue, you never go back.

CORRIGUS
Ah, yes, Demerest . A rather backwards
little world. Good entertainment...bad
for our particular line of business.
They don't believe in technology.

MITCHELL
Tell me about it. Those damn poison
darts? 

(MORE)
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MITCHELL (CONT'D)
Jimmy took one meant for me... square
in the ass. If it weren't for a doctor
friend of Jimmy's we ran into
there...well...old Jimmy'd  be doing
a lot of standing.

(afterthought, to
Mudd)

It's a lot like that place you and I
went that time, Harry. Better looking
women though...What was her name?

Mudd is a broken man...speechless and with his hand to his
forehead.

MUDD
I really don't remember.

Mitchell sets down the deck, looks at Corrigus, who picks up
and sets several chips into the pot.

MITCHELL
Yeah, she was a nova, that one. Find
me another like that.

(to Vin)
Bets to you, Fin.

Vin eyes Mitchell hatefully, throws his cards a little hard
into the middle, folding.

CORRIGUS
Well then. Once again it is you and
I, sir.

MITCHELL
Call?

CORRIGUS
Indeed, sir.

Corrigus lays down his cards, spreading them. Mitchell eyes
them, then lays his own down.

MITCHELL
Wellll , that's nice but...

(big grin)
Jacks full.

CORRIGUS
My compliments sir. Indeed. You are
quite the card player. Yes sir, you
most certainly are. Yes, we are going
to get on nicely, you and I.

Vin bolts from his chair...

VIN
This is bullshit!

CORRIGUS
Please, Mister Vin, your language...
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VIN
(at Mitchell)

You and this little scam of yours
are over!

MITCHELL
(smiling)

I believe that's " is over?"

VIN
SHUT UP!

Over by the bar, Spock turns to Ross...

SPOCK
Commander Mitchell is correct. "Is
over" is the proper grammatical usage.

(afterthought)
Would I be correct to assume that
this manner of emotional outburst is
typical to the poker experience?

ROSS
Not necessarily...however, with
Commander Mitchell they can
be...especially if quantities of
liquor are consumed. I have had the
chance to observe several poker games
on Farragut . Captain Kirk and
Commander Mitchell once became violent
with each other.

SPOCK
Violence between officers is a court
marshall offense.

ROSS
They were off duty...and they were
playing in the Captain's office with
Captain Garrovick.

Back at the poker table...

VIN
(to Corrigus)

You don’t even know him!

MITCHELL
Come on, Fin...why donÕt you just go
get some more money and we'll sit
down and you can lose some more...

Vin whips out a pistol...

VIN
Vin! Name's Vin! What? Are you deaf?

MITCHELL
(to Corrigus)

Harry here told me this was a private
game?
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MUDD
(whispers to himself)

Leo. It's Leo.

VIN
I've had all I'm gonna take from
you!

LOUIE
(nervous)

Hey, come on, Vinny . Put away the
heat, huh?

Vin viciously shoves his stupid sidekick into his seat...

VIN
Shut up you fat idiot!

Corrigus sits with an overly calm expression and with the
slightest motion of the hand, prevents his bodyguards from
reacting either.

CORRIGUS
Gentlemen. We're all professionals
here...please...

A drunk Klingon soldier's hand comes to rest on Vin's
shoulder...

KLINGON SOLDIER #5
(to Vin, inebriated)

Sit down, you stupid human.

Vin spins to face the drunk Klingon.

VIN
Get out of my face you swamp monkey!

Vin gives the drunk burly Klingon a hard shove backwards. He
teeters backward, falls into a table of other Klingon
soldiers...

A dismayed Mudd sees his entire life unraveling in front of
him...

MUDD
(despondent)

Aww...

The Klingon soldiers nearby bolt to their feet...one of the
Klingon soldiers accidentally hitting a fellow soldier in
the face as he stands without knowing it, sending him to the
floor...

Kirk's arm shoots out and knocks the pistol from Vin's hand,
followed by a backhanded blow to his face that sends him
flailing backwards over Mitchell's lap.

Mitchell immediately stands up, tumbling Vin off his lap to
the floor--but as soon as he is on his feet--Mitchell's eyes 
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roll back in his head and he falls onto the table, passed
out...

EVERYONE IS CONSUMED IN A FULL-SCALE BAR BRAWL...

Kirk takes on Vin as soon as he starts to stand while Cain
grabs Tale of Two Cities and hurls it hard at Louie, hitting
him squarely in the face. Both he and the book tumble over
the VIP railing onto the casino floor below...

Spock and Ross find themselves in a mix-up with the table of
drunk Klingons  who have rushed up the steps to the VIP area...

Corrigus motions to his thugs and they slip quietly away.
His bodyguards manhandling the drunk Klingon soldiers out of
his way...

Vin's fat accomplice lifts a chair to hit Kirk, but Spock
neck-pinches him and he falls unconscious...

Mudd primarily spends his time dodging hurled objects, humans
and aliens as he tries to slip away, but Kirk collars him...

KIRK
Back door?

Mudd motions in the direction Corrigus and his thugs went.

KIRK (CONT'D)
(to others)

Come on!
(to Ross, Spock, re:

Mitchell)
Grab him!

Ross and Spock manhandle the unconscious Mitchell and drag
him between them through the ruckus as Kirk and Cain carve a
path--shoving Mudd along with them...

EXT. BACK ALLEY OF ORION'S BELT CASINO - NIGHT

Cain, Mudd and Kirk run right into Corrigus'  thugs. Kirk is
lifted off his feet by Corrigus'  burly bodyguard and HURLED
into the side of a sleek expensive looking HOVER-LIMOUSINE
that is parked nearby. Corrigus is seated in the rear with
the window open...

Mitchell, still unconscious and still being carried by Ross
and Spock, come onto the same scene to find themselves being
held at gunpoint by Corrigus'  thugs...

CORRIGUS
(looks at Cain)

I know who you are, and I know the
Klingons  want you, but to be perfectly
honest, galactic politics bore me
and I simply don't care.

(Kirk)
I do, however, care about business,
and since mister Mitchell is presently 

(MORE)



STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS "WAR AND PEACE" (12/25/2007) 152.

CORRIGUS (CONT'D)
indisposed, I must insist, sir, that
you give me what I came for.

Corrigus'  former affability has become coldly cordial.

CORRIGUS (CONT'D)
Please don't make this difficult,
sir. It has been a most exhausting
evening for me.

KIRK
(indicates Mudd)

Ask him.

MUDD
(stalling)

Yes--well--you see...

SUDDENLY a BOLT OF ENERGY LASHES OUT from the darkness and
hits the house-fly thug, dropping him. A second BOLT LASHES
the burly thug immediately after.

Kirk grabs for the house-fly's weapon and shoves it into
Corrigus'  face through the open window...

KIRK
Get out.

Everyone else turns around to see a rather attractive but
angry looking young WOMAN step from the shadows, holding a
medium-sized assault weapon of some sort.

MUDD
(smiles exuberantly)

Stella! My love! Where have you been?

Harry's arms widen as if to offer an embrace, but Stella has
none of it.

STELLA
Waiting for your God-damned call,
Harry. It's been two hours! So are
we leaving or not?

MUDD
Yes, my love. We are leaving--slight
change in schedule.

STELLA
(resign)

Oh just shut up already. I don't
want to hear any more of your bullshit
excuses.

MUDD
(smiles sheepishly to

others)
She loves me.
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SPOCK
Obviously.

Meanwhile Corrigus has been manhandled from his limousine.

CORRIGUS
You are all dead men.

KIRK
Alright Harry, let's go.

MUDD
Where?

KIRK
Your ship.

MUDD
What about my ship?

Cain steps in and confronts Mudd--

CAIN
That's it.

(grabs Mudd)
Get your ass in the car and take us
to your God damned ship or so help
me, I'm going to kill you right here
and save this fat idiot here some
work.

STELLA
(deadpan)

Save some for me.

Mudd's face sweeps with betrayal as he looks at Stella. Cain
shoves him into the back seat of Corrigus'  limo and climbs
in behind him. Meanwhile, Ross and Spock lift the still
unconscious Mitchell and manhandle him into the limo. Kirk
turns to Stella, with a wary eye on Corrigus, who stands
silently under Kirk's leveled pistol.

KIRK
Thanks for the rescue.

(smiles)
It's Stella, right?

STELLA
(suspicious)

So?

KIRK
(smiles)

Kirk--Jim Kirk.

STELLA
You can wipe that stupid smile off
your face.
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KIRK
Right. Sorry. Listen, can I get you
to do us a really big favor? Can you
keep an eye on him for a few minutes
until we're gone? Just a few minutes.

She tosses Corrigus a disinterested glance.

STELLA
Whatever.

KIRK
Thanks.

With that, Kirk gives her a quick smile, then climbs into
the driver's seat limousine and shuts the door.

Corrigus looks at Stella, causing her to lift and aim her
weapon at him...

Mudd's face peers out through the still open window of the
passenger compartment...

MUDD
I love you Stella.

STELLA
Go to hell Harry!

And with that, the limousine LURCHES FORWARD and speeds off
to the end of the alley and turns out of sight...

Corrigus starts to move--

STELLA (CONT'D)
You take one more step and I swear
I'll blast the ugly off you.

Corrigus freezes, rethinks...

FADE TO BLACK.

END OF PART THREE
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STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS
"War And Peace"

PART FOUR

FADE IN:

EXT. NASKA CITY STREETS - NIGHT

The limo speeds down the dark empty streets of Naska ...

INSIDE THE LIMO

Kirk at the wheel, Spock next to him. In the back seat are
Ross, Cain, Mudd...and Mitchell, who stirs and awakens to
see Mudd glaring at him...

MUDD
This is all your fault.

Mitchell ignores him and rises to a sitting position, shaking
off his alcoholic stupor...

MITCHELL
What did I miss?

(sees Ross)
And what the hell was that blue crap
you gave me?

CAIN
Romulan Ale.

MITCHELL
(to Ross)

You gave me Romulan Ale? What the
hell's wrong with you? How much did
I drink?

MUDD
(sarcastic)

My guess? All of it.

Mitchell ignores him and rubs his head...

MITCHELL
I'll have you know I had the situation
completely under control.

ROSS
Clearly.

KIRK (O.S.)
(from driver's cab)

Tell me where we're going Harry!

MUDD
Pier fifty-seven. Next main street,
take a right and just keep on going.

MITCHELL
Everybody-- please stop yelling!
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INT. ORION'S BELT CASINO - NIGHT

Still in chaos. Tables, chairs, objects of all sizes and
shapes, tangled with the occasional life form, hurl and spin
in a cyclone of violence.

Suddenly the air is broken by a loud, sharp RAPID-FIRE
DISCHARGE of a Klingon assault disruptor.

And all heads spin to see Prath brandishing the assault weapon
aimed at the ceiling, which he had just fired. From above,
smoke, dust and debris rain down all around him onto several
nearby tables and patrons, coating them in a dusting of fine
white powder.

SILENCE. Everyone freezes in position. All that's left are
the sounds from the various gaming machines that continue to
beep, blink and chime.

Prath surveys the crowd before handing the assault weapon
back to Corba. He then  walks slowly through the crowd,
studying everyone closely, passing several of his own
soldiers, who now stand stiffly at attention.

He arrives at the main bar counter where he turns back around
to scan the sea of faces before him...

PRATH
Everyone having a good time?

The nervous BARTENDER slides a drink in front of Prath. Prath
regards, then ignores it.

PRATH (CONT'D)
I'm looking for a Federation fugitive.
Whoever turns him in will get a
substantial reward.

Prath surveys the motley collection of galactic trash...

PRATH (CONT'D)
I hate this planet. I really do.
It's a waste of mass and gravity.

(studies the crowd)
Let me make this clear. I will find
what I'm looking for if I have to
turn this miserable filth-ridden
planet into rubble. It can be
easy...it can be difficult. Your
choice.

CORBA
Commander!

Prath looks across the room at Corba, who now has Corrigus
and his two thugs beside him...

CORBA (CONT'D)
Several Earthers  stole a vehicle and
drove away from here!
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Prath pounds his fist twice on the bar counter and strides
across the floor to Corba, Corrigus and his minions.

PRATH
(to Corrigus)

Who are you?

CORRIGUS
Who I am, commander, is of no
importance. What I can offer, is.
The Earthers  you seek stole my
limousine.

PRATH
Earthers ?

CORRIGUS
Yes. A man matching your description
was among several friends of the
owner of this casino.

Corrigus holds out his hand and reveals a small thin device.

PRATH
What is this?

CORRIGUS
The frequency to the tracking device
on my limousine.

Without ceremony, Prath snatches the device and slaps it
into Corba's hand. Corba is stalking off instantly, leaving
just Prath, Corrigus and his minions.

PRATH
(to Corrigus)

What do you want?

CORRIGUS
Simply to be forgotten, commander.

And with that, Prath turns on his heels and stalks off after
Corba. Corrigus turns to his thugs--

CORRIGUS (CONT'D)
Bring the girl and search this place.
Find Walsh --or Mudd--or whoever he
is before they do. I want that Spear.

The thugs are off quickly as Corrigus narrows his eyes
greedily...

INT. LANDING BAY - NIGHT

Mitchell, Spock, Cain, Kirk, Ross and Mudd cautiously make
their way into a spacious landing bay where a sleek, FORWARD-
SWEPT WINGED SPACECRAFT rests.

SPOCK
(recognizes)

The Excalibur  1.
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KIRK
The what?

SPOCK
The Excalibur  One. Last years winner
of the Rigel  Open. The ship was so
fast, even Starfleet  was interested.

(thinks)
However, if memory serves, following
the race, it disappeared. It has not
been seen since.

MUDD
(pride)

I know--right?

MITCHELL
(sarcastic, suspicious)

Yeah--right. I guess we know what
happened to it now.

MUDD
(rolls eyes)

Oh for God's sake, do you really
think if I actually had the Excalibur
One I'd just give it to you?

Mudd pulls out a small rectangular device, aims it at the
sleek vessel and it RIPPLES AND MORPHS into a rather old and
beat-up KLINGON BIRD OF PREY...

MITCHELL
That makes a whole lot more sense.

MUDD
(exasperated)

Sometimes, Mitch--

Mudd stalks off and up a RAMP that extends downward from the
Klingon scout craft, disappearing inside.

SPOCK
Fully implemented quantum camouflage
technology. Most impressive.

Kirk steps up beside Mitchell...

KIRK
(sarcastic)

Feeling better?

MITCHELL
(annoyed)

Fine--thank you very much.

Mitchell stalks off after Mudd, up the ramp and into the
ship. Cain steps up beside Kirk...
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KIRK
Any other time this would be a bad
thing--but with that Klingon blockade
up there...

(to Ross, Spock)
You two go on in--get this thing
ready to go.

ROSS
Aye, Skipper.

INT. EXCALIBUR 1/REAR COMPARTMENT

Inside the Spartan confines of the cargo space in the Bird
of Prey, Mitchell emerges through the ramp airlock to find
Harry preoccupied with shoving several shipping containers
aside as he clears a pathway toward the wall in front of
which they had been stacked.

Behind him Ross and Spock come in and walk past, each giving
him a curious look as they start down an accessway ...

MITCHELL
So when were you going to tell me?

MUDD
Tell you what?

Mudd shoves one last particularly heavy container aside to
reveal a space on the wall, where he begins to finger at a
fairly nondescript access panel, finally prying it loose to
remove it. He hands it to Mitchell, who set it aside on one
of the boxes.

MITCHELL
That you were lying.

Harry smiles as he reaches inside the dark space and extracts
a LONG OBJECT concealed inside a DARK SOFT CLOTH BAG. He
loosens the tie-chord around the top of the bag and slides
it off to reveal a shallow, ornately textured OBLONG METAL
BOX, about the length of his forearm. The box itself is
nothing special other than looking perhaps several centuries
old, with tarnished and worn brass hinges. Harry flips a
small latch on the front of the box, carefully lifts the lid
and turns it around for Mitchell to see. Mitchell impatiently
reaches but is immediately prevented from touching it by
Harry's snatching it away.

MUDD
Don't! Look--don't touch.

MITCHELL
Don't push it Harry.

The inside of the box is very plush. A thick, soft velvety
royal blue padding of some sort gently, but snugly, holds in
place a long narrow TAPERING METAL OBJECT.
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The would-be relic appears to be an average spearhead crafted
from a dull metal that has long been tarnished dark gray by
millennia.

A third of the way up the blade is a thin, brilliant gold
foil sleeve that wraps the middle of the spearhead, on which
was clearly inlaid Lancea et clavus Domini.

MUDD
Gorgeous, isn't she?

MITCHELL
(suspicious)

Is it real?

MUDD
Do you think it's real?

MITCHELL
That's what I thought.

MUDD
Oh for God's sake, Mitch-- of course
it's real!

(new thought)
And on that note--

Mudd closes the ornate box, shoves it back into the soft
cloth bag and starts walking toward the ramp exit.

MITCHELL
Where are you going?

MUDD
I kept up my end. I'm out of here.

MITCHELL
(realization)

You have another ship?

MUDD
(pride)

You bet your ass I have another ship.

MITCHELL
Wait--you never were going to give
that guy the Spear--were you?

MUDD
Why should I? I did all the work
finding it.

MITCHELL
Same old Harry. I should have known.

Mudd pauses at the door a moment, looks back at Mitchell...

MUDD
We could have been great, Mitch, you
and I. You know?
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Mitchell just stares back indifferently and says nothing.

MUDD (CONT'D)
Catch ya.

Harry turns to start down the ramp--runs smack into Kirk and
Cain coming in.

MUDD (CONT'D)
You all have a nice life--

(remembers)
Oh--you may need this--

Harry shoves the small hand-held device he had used to operate
the stealth field with into Kirk's hand--then turns and
continues out the airlock and down the ramp...

MUDD (O.S.) (CONT'D)
(from outside)

And I'd get rid of that car outside
too if I were you! Probably got a
tracking device on it!

Kirk and Cain trade looks of concern...

INT. BIRD OF PREY COCKPIT

The large armored doors slide aside to reveal the rather
cramped bridge of the old Klingon ship. Cain steps through
to find Ross seated at what on a Starfleet  bridge would be
the helm, carefully adjusting a number of instruments.

Mitchell comes in...

MITCHELL
You can fly this piece of junk, right
Ross?

ROSS
The flight instrumentation is galactic
standard, however, several of the
interfaces have been modified with
unfamiliar equipment.

SPOCK
I believe I can be of assistance.

Spock steps forward and sits to the right of Ross and they
begin to tinker...

SPOCK (CONT'D)
I believe it is possible to pass the
console interface through the
universal translator.

MITCHELL
Whatever. Can somebody turn on the
front--
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Before he can finish, the main forward window DE-POLARIZES
to transparent, and a view of the inside of the hanger
COALESCES outside.

SPOCK
(turns to Mitchell)

Someone needs to open the overhead
hanger doors.

MITCHELL
Fine. So?

SPOCK
There does not seem to be any system
access onboard. Perhaps an obtuse
security measure. The controls are
most likely in that control booth in
the hanger.

CAIN
(impatient)

I got it.

Cain spins and starts out the bridge doors, which slid open
and then back closed with a heavy metallic grind...

EXT. LANDING BAY - NIGHT

Outside in the wintery darkness on a lonely desolate and ill
lit street in an industrial area, Kirk is about to climb
into the driver's seat of the limousine they stole from
Corrigus.

A flash of light distracts him and he turns to see SEVERAL
SETS OF HEADLIGHTS bearing down on him from around a turn!

SUDDENLY RAPID-FIRE BOLTS OF ENERGY begin to STRIKE all around
him!

He instantly abandons the limousine and races into a large
nondescript building as the bolts of energy STRIKE ALL AROUND
HIM!

INT. BIRD OF PREY COCKPIT

As before. Kirk's VOICE erupts over the all-call--

KIRK (V.O.)
(into communicator)

Klingon soldiers! We gotta go!

Mitchell spins to Spock and Ross.

SPOCK
I believe I can re-engage the
invisibility screen...

Spock seems to be taking his time...
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MITCHELL
(impatient)

No rush or anything.

INT. LANDING BAY - NIGHT

Kirk bolts into the spacious bay just in time to see Cain
come down the ramp--

KIRK
They're right behind me!

The Bird of Prey RIPPLES INTO INVISIBILITY behind them...

CAIN
Somebody's gotta open the hanger
doors!

KIRK
Where?

CAIN
(points)

That control booth--

EXPLOSION! A squad of KLINGON SOLDIERS bursts into the bay
and begins to fire at them!

Kirk and Cain dive behind a wall of STACKED CARGO CONTAINERS
and begin to return FIRE with their phasers . The Klingons
also seek cover behind various pieces of EQUIPMENT and STORAGE
CONTAINERS and a FIREFIGHT ENSUES...

INT. BIRD OF PREY COCKPIT

Everyone sees what's transpiring outside through the front
viewport ...

KIRK (V.O.)
(over all-call)

We're pinned down out here!

MITCHELL
(Ross)

Use the front disruptor turrets to
draw their fire!

SPOCK
This ship has no weapons system.

MITCHELL
(shock)

What?

SPOCK
This vessel was modified specifically
for speed and evasion.

MITCHELL
You're kidding me!
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INT. LANDING BAY - NIGHT

EXPLOSIONS and STRIKES all around as Kirk and Cain shoot it
out with the Klingons ...

MITCHELL (V.O.)
(over communicator)

Jim! We have no weapons on this thing!

KIRK
(into communicator)

We can't get to the hanger control
booth to open the doors!

MITCHELL (V.O.)
(over communicator)

I'll be right down!

KIRK
(into communicator)

No! Just get that thing ready for
take-off! We'll figure something out
from here! That's an order!

(to Cain)
We've got to get to that booth!

Cain grabs Kirk's free hand and shoves the memory module
into it as EXPLOSIONS from weapons STRIKES continue to rain
debris down on them...

CAIN
You draw their fire long enough to
cover me getting there--then you go!

KIRK
NO!

CAIN
Jimmy! There's no other way and you
know it! Just do what I say!

KIRK
But--I don't even know where we're
going!

CAIN
(the module)

It's all on that! Give it to that
Vulcan asshole! He'll know what to
do.

Cain grabs Kirk's shoulder--

CAIN (CONT'D)
Bring him home, Jimmy. You go--bring
him home--for all of us.

With a last pat on Kirk's shoulder, Cain crouches and nods
to him. Kirk jumps to his feet and begins to FIRE RAPID PHASER
BOLTS at the Klingon soldiers. 
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Cain springs from cover and sprints toward the hanger control
office door--followed by bolts of energy from the Klingon
soldiers nipping at his back. He finally dives through the
door safely.

INT. BIRD OF PREY COCKPIT

As before, helplessly watching the firefight  through the
viewport ...

MITCHELL
Can't we just bash through those
doors?

SPOCK
They are solid Duranium .

ROSS
The terrestrial flight surfaces would
be irreparably damaged.

KIRK (V.O.)
(over communicator)

Gary! When I give you the signal,
you need to make the ship visible so
I can find the ramp--but not before!
Wait for my signal first!

MITCHELL
(into communicator)

Aye Skipper!

SPOCK
Ready.

MITCHELL
You're sure?

INT. HANGER CONTROL BOOTH

Cain carefully climbs to his knees to peer just over the
control console and out the observation window at the
firefight  outside. He looks quickly--finds the control he is
looking for, slams his palm on a large button.

A LOUD GROANING OF MACHINERY ECHOES FROM ABOVE as the large
rooftop doors of the hanger separate, allowing SNOWFLAKES to
swirl in...

Cain smiles, then frowns as he notices smoke coming from his
chest--he's been hit.

CAIN
(to himself)

What do you know.

Cain slides to the floor to his backside, obviously feeling
the effects of his injury, straining to maintain consciousness
and focus...
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INT. LANDING BAY

Kirk springs from his cover...

KIRK
(into communicator)

Now, Gary! Now! Now! Now!

As Kirk runs, the Bird of Prey RIPPLES TO VISIBILITY just in
time for the ramp to trip him up--but he manages to maintain
balance and stumble up the ramp into the ship, the ramp
already rising beneath his feet as he does...

Several Klingon soldiers' faces twist in confusion at seeing
the Bird of Prey, and withhold their fire...

The lead soldier seems to recover his wits first and yells
and points at the control booth and then at the hanger doors
that are almost fully open above them...

Several soldiers run toward the control booth...

INT. HANGER CONTROL BOOTH

Cain resets his phaser, and with great effort and pain, pulls
himself to the edge of the doorway...

Suddenly the Klingon soldiers come upon him and begin to
yell and point their weapons at him.

Cain smiles and simply unfolds his hand to reveal that his
phaser now has a BRIGHT RED LIGHT THAT BLINKS RAPIDLY.

Fear sweeps the faces of the Klingon soldiers, who instantly
stumble backwards over each other in an effort to run away...

INT. BIRD OF PREY COCKPIT

Kirk bolts through the bridge doors to find Mitchell, Ross
and Spock busy in per-flight...

KIRK
Punch it!

Ross pulls back on the flight control and the vessel lurches
upward...

SUDDENLY AN EXPLOSION FLASHES through the front viewport
along with a HARD SHAKING AND SHUDDERING...

Mitchell shares a look with Kirk...

INT. LANDING BAY - NIGHT

As SMOKE AND DEBRIS from the explosion fills the hanger, the
Bird of Prey begins to lift from the ground, its landing
gear retracting as it ascends through the open roof of the
hanger...

Moments later, the ship streaks skyward into the SNOWY
overcast night...
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EXT. CETOS ORBIT

From a pinpoint we see the Bird of Prey sail toward us from
the deep blue hazy night atmosphere of Cetos ...

INT. BIRD OF PREY COCKPIT

In the pilot's cabin Ross, Mitchell, Spock and Kirk look
intently out the front cockpit window at the Klingon warships
looming closer...

Suddenly WEAPONS FIRE begins to STREAK TOWARD THEM...

ROSS
Incoming.

MITCHELL
I guess we're not one big happy fleet.

SPOCK
Our shields will not be sufficient
to withstand a full assault.

KIRK
Make us invisible again, then come
about one-hundred-eighty degrees and
go to warp.

Mitchell watches Ross and Spock do just that...

MITCHELL
A bunch of starfleet  officers flying
in a stolen Klingon Bird of Prey.
What are the chances of that ever
happening again?

Ross fires the space engines and the ship lurches forward
and the STARS ON THE MAIN VIEWPORT STREAK...

INT. AAVIAN BRIDGE

An officer spins from his station to Captain Kor...

AAVIAN OFFICER
Captain Kor! The Bird of Prey has
vanished!

KOR
(annoyed)

You mean it went to warp?

AAVIAN OFFICER
No, sir! It vanished. It was there,
now it isn't...wait...there was a
brief warp jump signature.

Kor leaps from his chair to study the scope...

KOR
Plot the trajectory of that signature!
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INT. PRATH'S JEEP - NIGHT

Prath is yelling to Kor via the dashboard comm-net  screen as
Corba drives...

KOR (V.O.)
(over dash screen)

It was definitely one of our ships.
We had it targeted but then it somehow
disappeared and then we registered a
warp jump signature. We have their
heading plotted sir!

PRATH
(into dash screen)

Bring me up! As soon as I'm onboard,
all commands set course after that
ship.

Prath slams his fist into his other hand in quiet victory...

INT. BIRD OF PREY/CAPTAIN'S QUARTERS

The holographic image of Kalor  Arkanon's message plays above
Spock's tricorder  while Kirk watches it thoughtfully...

ARKANON (V.O.)
(on viewscreen )

... Suffice it to say, this conspiracy
is vast and poses the gravest threat
to the success of the peace process. 
It is up to you now. You must take
this information and expose these
traitors to your people and to ours.
The truth must be told. Don’t let it
end, George. You must go on without
me. Good luck, my old friend. Qa’Pla!

Arkanon's image FLICKERS to STATIC, then dark as Kirk ponders
this for a few quiet moments until he notices Spock standing
in the doorway.

SPOCK
Your father's and Arkanon's vision
for peace was logical. This unending
conflict between the Federation and
the Klingons  cannot continue
indefinitely.

KIRK
So you found the navigational
coordinates?

SPOCK
Yes. We are currently on the course
indicated from the data on that memory
module--however--

KIRK
However what?
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SPOCK
There is nothing in that region of
space of consequence. It is a relative
void-- unremarkable  except for the
fact that it lies in disputed Klingon
territory.

KIRK
Cain said to go there. There must be
a reason.

SPOCK
(looks at tricorder )

Also, when you asked me to look at
that earlier, I took the liberty to
copy its contents to the tricorder .
It seemed a wise safety precaution.
I hope this was not in error.

KIRK
No I think you were right.

(fingers at module)
This is too important to lose. Too
many lives have been lost over it.

Kirk puts his hand to his face and leans back, obviously
exhausted by the ordeals of the last couple of days...

SPOCK
You are exhausted.

Kirk doesn't respond.

SPOCK (CONT'D)
I did not know Captain Cain. We only
met briefly.

(thinks)
In Vulcan culture, physical death is
not thought of as an end to life,
but rather a beginning. Please accept
this as my attempt at offering
condolences.

KIRK
Thank you, Spock.

SPOCK
He reminded me of your friend Doctor
McCoy at the Academy.

KIRK
How's that?

SPOCK
Neither seems to like me much--as
you humans put it.

KIRK
(chuckles)

Oh Leonard likes you, Spock. He just
doesn't like that he likes you.
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SPOCK
Most curious.

(another thought)
I must also offer an apology for
another unfortunate event for which
I am directly responsible.

KIRK
(looks up)

What's that?

SPOCK
In the confusion of events at the
casino, I seem to have lost your
father's book.

KIRK
(smiles)

It's just a book, Spock.

SPOCK
But it belonged to your father.

KIRK
Yes, it did. But I also thought my
father was dead for fifteen years.
Turns out he isn't.

(smiles)
The book will turn up again too.

SPOCK
I shall endeavor to facilitate this
in a shorter period of time.

KIRK
(chuckles)

Whatever makes you happy.

Mitchell's voice on the intercom interrupts.

MITCHELL (V.O.)
(over intercom)

Jim...we're at the coordinates. You
should see this.

KIRK
(into all-call)

On my way.

EXT. DEEP SPACE/WORMHOLE

The Bird of Prey has stopped short of a huge SWIRLING
VORTEX...

INT. BIRD OF PREY COCKPIT

The massive swirling WORMHOLE fills the cockpit window as
Kirk, Ross, Mitchell and Spock look on...
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MITCHELL
A lot of nothing and suddenly there
it was. So much for the middle of
nowhere.

SPOCK
A flawed observation. If nowhere
cannot exist by definition, then
there can be no center to it.

MITCHELL
(to Kirk, re: Spock)

Is it too late to drop him off?

KIRK
So what now?

SPOCK
We are apparently supposed to cross
through this wormhole--according to
what is indicated on the data module.

MITCHELL
Through this? Are you insane?

SPOCK
Travel through a wormhole is
theoretically possible.

MITCHELL
Really?

Kirk steps close to the viewport  and gazes on the phenomenon
for a few moments...

KIRK
My father is somewhere on the other
side of that thing.

(thinks)
Plot a course, Ross.

ROSS
Aye, Skipper. I would suggest
everybody secure themselves.

MITCHELL
Does the fact that I think this is a
crazy idea carry any weight in this
conversation?

KIRK
(smiles)

Don't be like Leonard now.

Kirk turns and starts through the cabin door, followed by
Spock...

MITCHELL
(after him)

Are you kidding? Leonard's my hero.
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Ross firmly grips the yoke. Mitchell eyes the empty co-pilot's
seat and quickly sits down and straps himself in...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
(to Ross)

I have my eye on you.

Ross, for the first time, half-smiles as she looks away to
work her instrumentation...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
No you didn't. You did not just smile.

(eyes her)
And for God's sake, change clothes.

EXT. DEEP SPACE/WORMHOLE

The Bird of Prey FIRES ENGINES and swoops down toward the
frightening phenomenon and is soon SWALLOWED UP IN A STREAKING
STREAM OF LIGHT...

INT. BIRD OF PREY COCKPIT

ROUGH RIDE as Ross fights the yoke alongside Mitchell. She
seems calm but highly concentrated in the noise and chaos is
all around...

MITCHELL
(yelling over noise)

Klingons  are idiots--today is never
a good day to die.

(looks around, rolls
eyes)

And I'm saying that in here.

The wormhole vortex spins violently in front of them but
soon it disappears in a blink as they hurl out toward a large
orange Jupiter-like  planet that becomes larger quite fast!

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
Full reverse thrusters!

Ross'  fingers dance on the control console. The ship STRAINS
AND SHUDDERS as it slows toward the planet hurling toward
them. Mitchell inadvertently puts his hand up in front of
his face...

Finally they slow as Kirk and Spock come back into the
cockpit...

KIRK
(slight smile)

Nice flying, Ross.

MITCHELL
Where the hell are we?

Spock steps over to a navigation console and works a few
controls...
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SPOCK
If these instruments are accurate,
we have traveled one-hundred and
sixty-thousand light years from where
we were.

(turns to Kirk)
We are no longer in our galaxy.

Kirk reaches past Spock and touches a control. The screen
switches to display a full-on edge view of the Milky Way
Galaxy...

SPOCK (CONT'D)
I believe we are somewhere in the
Large Magellanic  Cloud.

MITCHELL
(unnerved)

Anybody notice--where's the wormhole
then? You know--in case we--I don't
know--want to get back?

SPOCK
It is there, mister Mitchell. Our
exit velocity has simply thrown us
beyond visual sight.

MITCHELL
Good to know.

Kirk turns back toward the front viewport  and the large orange
planet.

KIRK
Well, that's obviously not our
destination.

SPOCK
No. There is a class-M  moon.

ROSS
Got it. I have the coordinates
plotted.

KIRK
Let's go then.

EXT. OFF THE EDGE OF THE GALAXY

The gigantic, lonely, orange Jupiter-like  planet Savo, and
its tiny companion moon, Rejetti , a small, tropical, mostly
ocean covered, jade-colored world, are painted against a
picturesque sprawling three-quarter edge-on view of the Milky
Way Galaxy, sweeping infinitely at an angle across the
heavens...

The stolen Bird of Prey sails toward them...
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EXT. REJETTI  ORBIT

The sleek ship sweeps down toward the teal ocean of Rejetti's
primordial atmosphere...

EXT. SKY ABOVE VOLCANIC ISLAND - SUNSET

Bird of Prey swoops through the clouds down toward an ENDLESS
OCEAN...

In the distance is what looks like a VOLCANIC ISLAND, with
an ever present ASH CLOUD looming above it. It is the only
evidence of land on the entire ocean planet...

The Bird of Prey sets down on the sandy beach. The light
from the billions of stars of the distant Milky Way shimmer
off the crashing waves in the night...

In the distance, rising even higher into the overcast sky is
a GOLIATH VOLCANO, from which rises a constant, steady plume
of ash, towering miles upward to a huge churning cloud
(reminiscent of "King Kong's" island).

The boarding ramp drops and Kirk, Spock, Mitchell and Ross
dis-board  and step onto the sandy beach.

MITCHELL
So this is the only land on the whole
planet?

(afterthought)
Where's King Kong?

Spock takes the small remote control device...aims it at the
Bird of Prey and it RIPPLES and assumes the shape of a bunch
of palm-like trees...

KIRK
Nice.

SPOCK
I had some time to study the onboard
systems.

MITCHELL
I've got to get me one of those.

Kirk steps over to Spock.

KIRK
You're our tour-guide, Spock.

Spock puts away the device and brings up his TRICORDER. After
making some adjustments...

SPOCK
This way.

As Spock leads the way, THE GROUND SUDDENLY RUMBLES BENEATH
THEIR FEET as a QUAKE ROLLS...
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ROSS
Strong seismic activity.

MITCHELL
(sarcastic)

Ya think?

A "SUN-DOWNER" BREEZE sweeps across the island followed by
the distant ECHOING HOWL OF AN UNSEEN CREATURE. The group
turns to see the sun descend below the huge volcanic ash
cloud on the horizon, brilliantly setting on the primordial
ocean and illuminating the dark ash cloud from beneath a
fiery orange blaze. Night has fallen...

EXT. RAINFOREST OF GIANT TREES (LATER) - NIGHT

The gigantic Milky Way Galaxy sprawls across the entire night
sky in silent majesty...

In the DENSE DARKNESS of the lush rainforest  of gigantic
trees, Kirk, Spock, Mitchell and Ross make their way. All
sorts of alien night creatures CHIRP, SQUAWK AND HOWL...

Another low RUMBLE followed by another ROLLING QUAKE...

A loud, GROUND RATTLING ROAR from something somewhere in the
darkness. All present level their phasers  and stop walking...

Another ROAR...

MITCHELL
That was not seismic activity.

SUDDENLY a giant, terrifying, dinosaur-like, T-REX-TYPE
MONSTER LIZARD crashes through a line of trees and growth,
stomping and roaring angrily...

The frightful creature's eyes glint menacingly as it spots
them!

Kirk and Mitchell aim their phasers  but Spock quickly puts
his hand up to stop them...

SPOCK
There is no need to kill the creature.

Spock adjusts the firepower and levels his phaser at the
ground in front of the dinosaur, FIRES...

The ground EXPLODES into SPARKS AND A PLUME OF FIRE in front
of the creature, which stomps back in fear at the FIERY
SURPRISE. Spock FIRES again and the creature GROWLS and stomps
off...

MITCHELL
(rolls eyes to Kirk)

Bleeding hearts of the galaxy unite.
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EXT. REBEL BASE LANDING PLATFORM - NIGHT

In the dark, impenetrable lushness of the mammoth, mile-high-
tall trees we saw earlier, a just as tall TOWER-LIKE STRUCTURE
topped off with a spacious flat metallic LANDING PLATFORM
rises up amidst the dense canopy. The lower part of the
structure is built almost " treehouse  style"...wrapped around
one of the mammoth trees itself, with only an access shaft
of some sort extending to the ground.

ROSS
Who built this place?

KIRK
Arkanon loyalists. This is where
they fled after the summit.

Kirk, Spock, Mitchell and Ross arrive at the base of the
mammoth tree supporting the structure, which is easily two-
hundred feet above their heads. The group walks up to a mesh
metallic shaft with an elevator car on the bottom...

SPOCK
An elevator access of some design.
Curious that our arrival seems to
have gone undetected.

KIRK
Someone must have known we were
coming.

MITCHELL
Or it's a trap.

(on their reactions)
I'm just saying.

KIRK
Well--only one way to find out.

Kirk presses a control. The doors open and hesitantly he
steps in.

He motions for the others to follow. Once everyone is inside
the elevator, Kirk activates the control and the elevator
begins to rise up the open-air shaft...

KIRK (CONT'D)
(looking at controls)

Klingon design.

SPOCK
Yes. But the technology is of date
by ten, perhaps twenty years.

KIRK
Try fifteen.

Through the metal mesh shaft, they gaze on the night island
vista as they ascend higher and higher up the side of the
goliath tree trunk toward the installation high above in the
canopy...
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INT. REBEL BASE HOVER-SKIFF DOCK - NIGHT

The elevator jerks to a stop on the bottom level of the
installation which is an open air platform/walkway of small
jetty-like docks...at which are parked "Johnny Quest" like
hover-skiffs.

The lights have been turned off throughout the entire
installation. Whatever light comes from the starlight glow,
painting everything in a BLUE GLOW...

Kirk switches on the "flashlight" on the front of his phaser.
Mitchell, Spock and Ross do likewise...

SPOCK
(studies tricorder )

I scan no humanoid or Klingon life
forms.

KIRK
Where'd everybody go?

ANOTHER RUMBLE AND GROUND QUAKING...

MITCHELL
(sarcastic)

Tell me about it. Who'd leave this
paradise?

Kirk finds and holds up a half empty cup of some liquid he
picked up off a railing.

KIRK
Back through the wormhole perhaps?

SPOCK
Not likely. Why would they risk
exposing their location?

KIRK
You sure there's no other dry land
on this whole planet?

SPOCK
None. Whatever continental mass there
may have been was covered by the
oceans eons ago.

Kirk looks around at the jetty's...

KIRK
One skiff. Lots of empty jettys .

(thinks)
Let's find a control center and get
some answers.

INT. REBEL BASE PLATFORM/COMMAND CENTER - NIGHT

DARK, just like the rest of the installation. The command
center is a 360-degree room with windows running the
circumference that look out on the night vista. 
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DEEP BLUE STARLIGHT shafts in through the windows...

The elevator door OPENS and Kirk and Spock emerge
cautiously...

Spock is immediately off examining a console...

SPOCK
The entire command and control system
has been completely shut down for
some time--at least forty-eight hours
according to the logs I can access.

Kirk's communicator BEEPS...

KIRK
(into communicator)

Kirk.

MITCHELL (V.O.)
(over communicator)

We're up on the top landing platform.

EXT. REBEL BASE LANDING PLATFORM - NIGHT

Mitchell and Ross stand at one end of the spacious flat
landing platform atop the entire installation. It offers a
spectacular sweeping vista of the treetops, the distant
volcano and the Milky Way Galaxy swooping across the heavens
and the infinity of ocean...

MITCHELL
(into communicator)

Just a whole lot of nothing. No ships.
No nothing. Nice view though.

KIRK (V.O.)
(over communicator)

Meet us in the command center.

MITCHELL
(into communicator)

Right.

Another QUAKE RATTLES THE PLATFORM...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
That's really starting to get old.

INT. REBEL BASE PLATFORM/COMMAND CENTER - NIGHT

Kirk comes to look over Spock's shoulder as he works the
console controls with no response.

SPOCK
They've purged the entire system.

KIRK
They were worried somebody was coming
and they took no chances.

(MORE)
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KIRK (CONT'D)
(thinks)

But where did they go?

SPOCK
There are only two possibilities.
They are still here or they left the
planet.

KIRK
I think they're still here somewhere.

(thinking)
Those jettys  on the skiff platform
below. Only a couple seemed to have
a skiff docked at them.

SPOCK
Yes--but you are assuming that
originally there was one skiff per
jetty.

(notices something)
Odd. A localized jamming signal of
some sort seems to be interfering
with my tricorder .

KIRK
From where? Here?

A DISRUPTOR BLAST SPEWS SPARKS from the console, the shockwave
throwing Spock violently aside!

KOR
Drop all weapons!

Commander KOR, along with a large number of KLINGON SOLDIERS
emerge from the elevator with weapons leveled!

Mitchell and Ross are manhandled into the room and corralled
with Kirk and Spock...

EXT. SAVO-REJETTI ORBIT - NIGHT

AAVIAN, KORRALLIAM and several other Klingon WARSHIPS are in
orbit...

INT. AAVIAN MAIN BRIDGE

Commander Kor talks with Prath via viewscreen ...

KOR (V.O.)
(over comm-net )

I'm certain that whoever left the
base, left recently. I believe they
could still be down here hiding
somewhere. And sir... we have
prisoners!

PRATH
(into comm-net )

Initiate a full search of the island.
I'm coming down.



STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS "WAR AND PEACE" (12/25/2007) 180.

EXT. ISLAND ON REJETTI  - PRE-DAWN

A SMALL KLINGON TRANSPORT descends to land atop the
platform...

Prath disembarks down a ramp extension to be met by Kor...

Suddenly a violent, rolling QUAKE rocks the platform. Prath
and the Field Commander grab the railing until it subsides.
A bright flash and exploding thunder echoes. They look up at
the churning ash cloud in the sky...

PRATH
Charming.

INT. REBEL BASE DETENTION LEVEL - NIGHT

Kirk, Spock, Mitchell and Ross are locked in a FORCEFIELD
BARRIER-protected holding cell...

Mitchell's attention is drawn to look through a small window
that looks out on the mammoth volcano rising from the dense
forest.

MITCHELL
I guess this qualifies as day around
here.

SPOCK
(to Kirk)

Obviously even stealthed  as we were,
we emitted a detectable warp signature
that could be tracked.

MITCHELL
(annoyed)

Obviously.

KIRK
I'm a damn idiot! I should have warped
in totally the opposite direction,
dropped out and warped again. I knew
better.

MITCHELL
It's not your fault, Jim--

KIRK
(angry)

It is my fault! And I led them right
to the wormhole and right here.

SPOCK
Furthermore, they now have both the
memory module and my tricorder .

KIRK
I'm sure you all are aware of the
Klingon reputation for torture and
interrogation. 

(MORE)
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KIRK (CONT'D)
We have to get out of here before
that starts, otherwise they will
find out that my father is still
alive.

SPOCK
Assuming, of course, that they don't
know this already.

KIRK
No--I don't think so--at least not
everybody. Gast maybe-- Prath maybe--

(thinks)
We've got to find a way to convince
Prath to look at that module.

Mitchell puts a hand on Kirk's shoulder.

MITCHELL
Jim...we're with you on this...all
the way.

Suddenly the detention cell forcefield  DROPS and Prath strides
in and grabs Kirk. Several other soldiers move in and keep
Mitchell, Spock and Ross from helping...

Kirk is thrust hard against the cell wall.

PRATH
(enraged)

Do you know how long I've waited for
this day!?

Kirk obviously does not know, but plays things in his usual
Kirk style...

KIRK
(choking)

Not really. Sorry.

Prath leans close to his face with epic hatred in his face...

PRATH
My name is Prath.

A look of surprise sweeps Kirk's face as well as the faces
of Mitchell, Ross and Spock...

PRATH (CONT'D)
My father was Kalor Arkanon. Your
father betrayed my father at
Gastillion ... and murdered him.

SPOCK
(matter of factly )

That would not be logical. They both
sought the same thing.
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PRATH
(ignores Spock,

seething)
There is only one thing stopping me
from killing you right now. The
Chancellor is on his way here and I
want him to see you alive before I
tear you limb from limb!

Prath hurls Kirk aside to slam into the wall. Mitchell and
Ross come over to his aid.

PRATH (CONT'D)
Get me out of here!

The forcefield  is turned off and Prath steps out and it is
turned back on again.

MITCHELL
You okay Jim?

Kirk manages to stand and stumble to the door...

KIRK
(yelling through

forcefield )
Prath! Look at the memory module you
took from us! You want the truth
about what happened to your father?
It's all there in his own words!
Prath! Look at it! Don't be a fool!

But Prath is gone from view. Kirk rubs his neck as Spock,
Mitchell and Ross come over...

SPOCK
His actions were less than rational.

KIRK
I hope he looks at it before Gast
gets here or we could be in big
trouble.

MITCHELL
How's that?

SPOCK
We are the only ones that know the
truth. We cannot be left alive.

MITCHELL
Oh. And I was getting worried.

KIRK
We've got to find my father. He's
our last hope.

(looks out window)
I want to be out that door by
nightfall.
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EXT. SAVO-REJETTI ORBIT

The massive flagship-carrier of the Imperial Klingon
Starfleet , ARKANON, rumbles into Rejetti's  orbit...

INT. AAVIAN BRIDGE

Commander Chang watches through the main viewport ...

COMMANDER CHANG
(to another)

Chancellor Gast's flagship has
arrived! Inform Commander Prath!

EXT. REBEL BASE LANDING PLATFORM - SUNSET

In what has become a semipermanent twilight caused by the
looming volcanic ash cloud, Prath and his officers watch a
more elaborate Klingon transport, emblazoned with the Klingon
High Command insignia, descend to land in front of them atop
the platform...

The transport's ramp descends, and a squad of soldiers dis-
board , stand at attention as...

The supreme commander of the Klingon Empire, CHANCELLOR GAST,
intimidating, grim, threatening, walks down the ramp to the
platform with epically  sinister authority...

PRATH
Chancellor.

GAST
Prath. It is good to see the son of
Arkanon again...and on a glorious
day. Take me to the prisoners. I
want to look on this son of the
traitor that murdered your father.

PRATH
It was difficult not to kill him,
Excellency.

GAST
Of course.

Gast seems coldly calculating and sinisterly controlled.
They start walking toward the metallic elevator...

PRATH
I believe this structure to be the
home base for the rebellion we have
sought so long for. They are gone
but we will find them.

GAST
All these years in secret. Much has
been explained today with the
discovery of that wormhole. It is
clearly evident that they were being
assisted by the Federation.
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They enter the metallic-cage elevator, the door shuts and
the elevator starts down...

GAST (CONT'D)
Now you see evidence of what I have
told you all these years. Humans
cannot be trusted. Only by cleverness
and subterfuge did George Kirk manage
to trick your father with his lies,
and then murder him under a flag of
peace.

PRATH
That he perished himself in his
treachery has been my only peace
these many years--until today.

Gast is silent as he gazes on Prath suspiciously...

GAST
What has he told you--this son of
Kirk?

PRATH
Nothing of consequence. Of course he
claims that his father was not
responsible.

GAST
Yes, of course. Humans are the vermin
of this galaxy, Prath. Only with
their total eradication can there be
peace and order again.

(puts hand on Prath's
shoulder)

One day very soon you will take your
place as the rightful emperor.

PRATH
There has not been an Emperor for a
thousand years, Excellency.

GAST
There has been no-one worthy until
now.

Gast has an evil, charismatic, manipulative way.

INT. REBEL BASE DETENTION LEVEL - TWILIGHT

The cell forcefield  opens and several Klingon soldiers enter,
followed by Gast and Prath. Gast studies Kirk, who stands,
unmoved and firm in the presence of the Klingon Chancellor.

GAST
So this is the son of the traitor
George Samuel Kirk. Hardly what I
expected.

KIRK
That goes both ways.
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Prath grabs Kirk and shoves him violently to the cell wall.

PRATH
You are speaking to the Chancellor
of the Klingon Empire!

KIRK
(choking)

The real Chancellor of the Klingon
Empire is dead.

PRATH
By the hand of your father.

KIRK
(unafraid)

If that's what you want to believe
then go ahead.

GAST
Prath.

Gast's voice seems to have a hypnotic power over Prath, who
releases his grip on Kirk and steps back.

GAST (CONT'D)
At long last the truth will finally
be told. The Federation did not want
peace fifteen years ago. They wanted
a change of leadership. Traitors who
do not even deserve to be called
Klingons , along with secret help
from the Federation and the arch
enemy of peace George Samuel Kirk
himself, plotted and assassinated
the true hero of peace, Kalor  Arkanon.
The fact that you have been caught
here now is proof that the Federation
is still assisting the rebels in
hopes of overthrowing the Empire. 

KIRK
My father was on that ship when it
exploded. He died with Kalor  Arkanon.

Silently, Kirk darts his eyes almost imperceptibly at
Mitchell, who picks up on the meaning...

GAST
(slight smile)

First rule of assassination--kill
the assassin.

KIRK
The first rule of a conspiracy, kill
anyone who knows the truth.

GAST
And now the son of the traitor follows
in his traitorous father's very
footsteps.
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With that, Gast simply turns and walks from the holding
cell...

KIRK
(after him)

Why are you really here Gast?
Finishing the job you didn't finish
fifteen years ago?

With a sweeping blow, Prath strikes Kirk with full force,
hurling him violently against the wall!

Prath gazes disdainfully, with epic hatred, down at Kirk...

PRATH
You are not worth killing.

Prath turns and follows after Gast from the cell and the
forcefield  is once again turned on.

Spock and Mitchell come to help Kirk to his feet...

SPOCK
I fear your continued antagonism
will be your undoing.

KIRK
We have no choice. I have to get
under his skin...put the bug in his
ear. He has to look at that module.
It's our only hope at this point.
It's everyone's only hope.

SPOCK
In reference to the contents of that
data module...

KIRK
What is it, Spock?

SPOCK
There are vague references made to
an alternate location--I believe the
term was fall-back position. At first
I attributed them to the events
fifteen years ago, however, upon
further thought, I believe they refer
to the present.

KIRK
As in--where the hell did everyone
go? Fifteen years is a long time.
Time enough to implement some sort
of contingency plan in case of
discovery.

SPOCK
Precisely. Fundamental military
strategy. I have been revisiting
your thoughts on the skiff platform.
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KIRK
(smiles, realization)

They're still here somewhere.

SPOCK
Undoubtedly...perhaps quite close.

ROSS
Where?

Kirk walks slowly to the small window to look out at the
island vista again...the goliath volcano...the ash cloud...

KIRK
It would be the most unlikely place
anyone would think to look.

SPOCK
Indeed.

Kirk and Spock seem to be sharing a silent realization. Kirk's
eyes shift to the Klingon soldier posted outside the cell...

KIRK
If we can just get past that guard.

MITCHELL
Not to state the obvious, but there
are more out there we can't see.

KIRK
(smiles)

One thing at a time.

SPOCK
Captain, there is a technique Vulcans
have refined over the centuries. It
is a discipline that allows us to
link mentally to any sentient species.

ROSS
The Vulcan mind meld?

SPOCK
Yes. It is something Vulcans  employ
judiciously. It is highly personal--
a practice held to the highest
standards.

MITCHELL
Someone let me in on what the hell
we're talking about here.

KIRK
So using this technique, would it be
possible to force the guard outside
the forcefield  to lower it and let
us out?
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SPOCK
Force is an imprecise description.
It is not a technique based on mind
control. However, it would be possible
to plant a suggestive thought in
memory.

MITCHELL
That sounded like a yes to me.

SPOCK
I shall require a short time to
prepare myself.

KIRK
(looks out window)

Let's wait for nightfall. We need
every advantage.

EXT. REBEL BASE PLATFORM (LATER) - NIGHT

The familiar sweeping night sky vista. The sprawling galaxy
across the heavens obscured only by the ever present ash
cloud from the volcano...

INT. REBEL BASE DETENTION LEVEL - NIGHT

From the shadows inside the cell, Kirk studies a solitary
Klingon soldier guarding them a few feet outside the cell
forcefield  barrier...

Spock is facing the wall directly behind the guard with his
fingers of both hands touching the wall. He is in deep
concentration...

The Klingon soldier blinks his eyes a few times as if
distracted...

Spock concentrates for a few more moments, then removes his
hands from the wall, recovers...

KIRK
(whispers)

Spock?

SPOCK
I have implanted the image of myself
in his recent memory as a Klingon
officer charged with our
interrogation.

MITCHELL
Hate to bring this up at a time like
this--but you hardly look Klingon.

SPOCK
We shall see.

Spock adjusts his carriage, then steps to the forcefield
barrier.
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SPOCK (CONT'D)
(harsh, in Klingon)

Soldier!

The Klingon soldiers spins to face Spock, raises his eyes in
surprise.

KLINGON SOLDIER #1
Sir?

SPOCK
I will now transport the prisoners
to the Aavian  for interrogation.

KLINGON SOLDIER #1
Sir!

Without even the slightest hesitation, the Klingon soldier
lowers the forcefield  and stands aside for Spock to exit,
followed by Kirk, Mitchell and Ross...all looking at the
very cooperative soldier with awe...

SPOCK
Remain at your post. I will inform
your commander of our progress.

KLINGON SOLDIER #1
Sir!

The soldier immediately re-raises the forcefield  and stands
at attention where he was before.

Mitchell's eyes stay locked on the hypnotized Klingon guard
while Spock picks up his tricorder  from a desk, along with
their communicators...

KIRK
(whispers)

They took the phasers .

SPOCK
The memory module as well. Fortunately
they left my tricorder .

KIRK
Come on.

Spock gestures and Kirk, Ross and Mitchell follow him out
the door...

EXT. REBEL BASE HOVER-SKIFF JETTY - NIGHT

Concealed in the darkness and shadows, Kirk, Spock, Mitchell
and Ross look out onto the hover-skiff platform again, which
seems deserted.

MITCHELL
Anybody else find it a bit strange
there weren't more guards?
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KIRK
Spock, give me your tricorder .

Spock hands Kirk his tricorder ...

SPOCK
I believe what you will need is on
the screen. I wiped the rest of the
data and copied it here--

Spock shows him a small more modern memory module.

KIRK
(to everyone)

Okay, so here's where we split up
then.

MITCHELL
Jim?

KIRK
You three get back to that ship...get
back through the wormhole with the
information Spock copied...get it to
Captain Pike--bring some help.

MITCHELL
And just where are you going?

KIRK
To find my father.

MITCHELL
Where?

KIRK
Better if you don't know--in case
you don't make it.

MITCHELL
(sarcastic)

Thanks for the pep talk.

KIRK
Good luck to you all. Godspeed.

MITCHELL
You too.

Spock, Ross and Mitchell head off for a nearby hover-skiff,
board it. Ross actuates the control arm and the hover-skiff
floats off and away from the jetty into the starlit night...

Kirk throws the tricorder  strap over his shoulder and boards
one of two remaining hover-skiffs and soon he is floating
off into the darkness...
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EXT. AIRBORNE ABOVE THE REJETTI  ISLAND FOREST - NIGHT

Bathed in blue starlight, Kirk's hover-skiff flies between
the high branches of the forest canopy toward the gigantic
volcano...

EXT. ISLAND ON REJETTI /VOLCANO - NIGHT

Kirk pilots the hover-skiff up the endlessly high side of
the volcano and over the vastly wide cone rim...

The hover-skiff descends down inside the mammoth maul of the
volcano. A mile below, the bright orange magma boils
furiously...

Kirk carefully pilots the hover-skiff down the inside rim
wall and with his free hand he begins to operate the
tricorder ...

Descending precariously to within just hundreds of feet above
the roiling caldera below, the tricorder  BLINKS and BEEPS as
he looks to see...

A small metallic walkway ramp mounted into the volcanic inner
wall in front of a dark cave doorway...

He maneuvers the hover-skiff, nudging it up against the
balcony-like ramp extension, locks the controls and dis-boards
the floating skiff onto the walkway.

There is a steady UNSETTLING RUMBLE as Kirk heads into the
dark doorway cavern...

INT. VOLCANIC REBEL BASE TUNNEL - NIGHT

Kirk makes his way through the dark mysterious cavern
tunnel...

With no phaser to provide him a flashlight, he turns the
tricorder  around, USING THE GLOW FROM THE SCREEN to illuminate
his way...

INT. VOLCANIC REBEL BASE - NIGHT

Kirk emerges into a better lit, spacious cavern. All sorts
of supplies and other items here and there. It is quiet except
for the faint distant RUMBLE of the caldera...

SUDDENLY weapons appear from all sides, trained on his head.
KLINGON REBELS wear VINTAGE UNIFORMS similar to the current
style, except THE INSIGNIA IS UPSIDE DOWN.

A familiar VOICE in the darkness...

GEORGE KIRK (O.S.)
Wait!

A figure appears in SILHOUETTE, then steps into the light.
It is George Samuel Kirk...OLDER NOW.

FADE TO BLACK.

END OF PART FOUR
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STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS
"War And Peace"

PART FIVE

FADE IN:

INT. VOLCANIC REBEL BASE TUNNEL - NIGHT

James Kirk sees his father for the first time in years...now
sporting a Robert E. Lee-type beard.

KIRK
Dad?

GEORGE KIRK
(emotional)

James?

George Kirk approaches his son in shock. We're not sure if
they will embrace, but finally they do...

GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
Where's Cain?

KIRK
Cain's gone, dad. He's dead. I'm
sorry.

GEORGE KIRK
(shocked)

Gone?

George Kirk Is deeply moved by the bad news...

GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
How?

KIRK
Saving our lives.

GEORGE KIRK
And the module?

KIRK
Gast has it now...but...I copied the
information and it is safely on its
way back to Starfleet .

GEORGE KIRK
And your mother?

KIRK
She's fine.

GEORGE KIRK
Good. That's good.

James is still reeling...
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KIRK
Dad...we thought you were dead.

INT. VOLCANIC REBEL BASE/ANOTHER AREA - NIGHT

James Kirk and George Kirk walk...

GEORGE KIRK
Arkanon and I knew we had been set
up...well...you've obviously seen
the message he sent. The bomb exploded
and we were falling out of the sky.
There were only moments and Kalor
lay dying in my arms. He made his
loyal officers swear allegiance to
me and they forced me into the onboard
emergency transporter.

KIRK
But they found your body in the
wreckage.

GEORGE KIRK
They beamed me out and then using
the transporter buffer, replicated
most of my body and left it in the
wreckage to burn. Then I fled in the
confusion with us every loyal warship,
Klingon captain and crew who would
go. Suddenly I was the leader of the
Klingon rebellion. For years we would
sneak back through the wormhole...
attack and retreat... often just
barely escaping. Some have never
seen home. We've been waiting...
preparing for the right moment to
strike back.

KIRK
Well you may have waited too long.
I'm sorry, dad...we led them right
here. We're trapped and there's an
entire task force in orbit up there.

GEORGE KIRK
It was always only a matter of time
before we were discovered. We've
always accepted that.

KIRK
(looking around)

Not very many of you.

GEORGE KIRK
About a month ago, just in case, we
sent away all non-critical personnel.

KIRK
Where--?
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SUDDENLY there is a BLAST OF ENERGY the that EXPLODES a nearby
container!

A LARGE CONTINGENT OF KLINGON IMPERIAL SOLDIERS emerge from
all angles, weapons trained on Kirk, his father and the rebel
band. They are outnumbered. Gast steps out along with Prath...

GAST
So, the infamous murderer of Kalor
Arkanon is alive.

The Klingon "imperial" soldiers disarm their rebel band
brothers...

GAST (CONT'D)
(to James Kirk)

Did you not find your escape somewhat
uncomplicated?

James Kirk is beside himself, quietly seething...

GEORGE KIRK
What does he mean?

KIRK
It means for the second time today
I've been played for stupid.

GAST
I knew you would try to escape, and
that if you did, you would lead us
to these traitors.

Prath, surprisingly restrained, manages to control himself
as he steps over face-to-face with George Kirk...

PRATH
You betrayed and killed my father,
who came to you in peace. You escaped
death once. You will not escape it
again.

Prath, glaring hatefully, without warning, swings at the old
man, sending him reeling to the floor. Prath is about to do
him in...

KIRK
No!

Everyone else is restrained Gast's soldiers...

GAST
(sharply)

Prath! The time will come. Soon.

Prath finds the strength to back down. James Kirk has come
to his father's side, then stands to confront Gast...
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KIRK
(looks at Gast, re:

Prath)
Your lies may have fooled Prath
here...

(looks at Klingons )
And they may have fooled everyone
else, but there is proof on its way
back to the Federation at this very
moment. Proof that Gast is the real
traitor who had Kalor  Arkanon
murdered!

GAST
(pity)

Listen to him, Prath. Witness the
desperation. The courage of truth is
unknown to humans. And they say we
are savages.

(to Kirk, George Kirk
and all)

You humans are a doomed species, and
you have poisoned the minds of loyal
Klingons  for the last time.

(to soldier)
Take them all back to the tower base.

They are all rounded up and lead out. Things look grim.

INT. REBEL BASE LOCKUP - DAY

Kirk sits next to his father while other of his small band
of rebel Klingons  sit about quietly...

KIRK
How's the head?

GEORGE KIRK
I've been thrown by a horse or two
in my lifetime.

KIRK
I'm surprised you can even remember
what it's like.

GEORGE KIRK
Your mother? She didn't re-marry? In
all this time?

KIRK
You were the one, dad.

GEORGE KIRK
So was she.

George Kirk falls silent, thoughtful...

KIRK
She kept your grand-dad's farm.

(MORE)
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KIRK (CONT'D)
(catches himself)

He died about six months after
you...left.

GEORGE KIRK
Last thing he said to me--he said
that the one constant with the men
in our family ia our lousy choices
of friends. I don't think it's that
at all. I think the men in this family
are really lousy at making the right
decisions.

(thinks)
How I wish I could take that day
back--some things I said.

(changes subject)
And now I've gone and gotten you
involved in this whole mess.

(afterthought)
I should have just stayed dead.

KIRK
Could-a, would-a, should-a.

(looks out window)
Well I just hope Gary and the others
made it back and are bringing help,
because I'm fresh out of ideas at
the moment. The only other hope is
somehow getting under Prath's skin--
getting him to look at what's on
that data module--before it's too
late.

GEORGE KIRK
(smiles)

Well, it's not over yet.

KIRK
(lighter)

She started writing...mom did. She's
pretty good to--apparently. I feel
bad for not having found time to
read some of her stuff.

(chuckles)
Hell, I never even finished reading
A Tale of Two Cities like I promised.

James lapses into thought...

KIRK (CONT'D)
What happened to grandma, dad? Why
didn't you or grand-dad ever talk
about her? I could never get anything
out of grand-dad.

GEORGE KIRK
(sadness)

She died of a broken heart.
(MORE)



STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS "WAR AND PEACE" (12/25/2007) 197.

GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
(thinks)

I had an older brother named John.
He was in Starfleet  during the First
War and fell in the line of duty. It
hit the family hard, but especially
my mother. She eventually took her
own life.

KIRK
I didn't know. I'm sorry.

GEORGE KIRK
I was pretty young at the time. But,
after that, when it was just me and
your grandfather, it's just not
something we ever talked about.

(afterthought)
Well  almost never.

SUDDENLY, the forcefield  barrier opens and Prath and a couple
soldiers enter. Prath comes right up to George and James.
Prath seems remarkably in control of his anger...

PRATH
(hatefully)

You will be glad to know that you
will soon be on a ship. And though I
would prefer otherwise, you will
face justice.

KIRK
(disdain)

Klingon justice? That should prove
entertaining.

GEORGE KIRK
(to Kirk, warning)

Son.
(to Prath)

Why tell me this, Prath? What do you
want from me? A confession for
something I didn't do?

PRATH
(barely controlled)

I want nothing from you, human. Only
the complete annihilation of you and
those like you.

GEORGE KIRK
Arkanon would be surprised to hear
his son talk so--

Prath can't control himself any longer. He grabs George Kirk
By the neck and thrusts him against the wall viciously. 

PRATH
If you speak my father's name again,
I will kill you!
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GEORGE KIRK
Go ahead. If you don't, Gast will.

KIRK
Dad--don't--

James T. Is restrained by the other Klingon guards when he
tries to interfere while two more train their weapons on the
rest of the captured rebel prisoners.

GEORGE KIRK
You don't actually think we're
actually going to make it back alive,
do you? We know too much. I know
what really happened and Gast can't
risk anybody learning the truth...how
he ordered the sabotage that blew up
your father's transport at Gastillion .

Prath holds George Kirk firmly against the wall...

GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
Why would I betray your father, Prath?
What would I have gained? Your father
was my friend. We both wanted the
same thing--peace. But don't take my
word for it. Take a look at what's
on that data module you took from
us. Find out for yourself. Stop being
a pawn in Gast's grand plan.

(pauses)
All right then. What are you waiting
for? Kill me now. If I'm to be blamed
for something I did not do, then I
have nothing left to live for. I'd
rather die than live a lie. Go on.
Avenge your father's murder.

KIRK
For God's sake dad!

After a long tense pause, Prath lets go of George Kirk, turns
and storms out with the soldiers.

GEORGE KIRK
(after Prath)

Look on that data module, Prath! The
truth is there if you're brave enough
to face it!

(pauses, to James)
That what you meant when you were
talking about getting under his skin?

KIRK
He could have killed you dad.

GEORGE KIRK
I've been dead before.
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EXT. REBEL BASE LANDING PLATFORM (LATER) - NIGHT

At the railing Prath looks out over the vast dark dense
forest, deep in thought. Gast approaches and stands next to
him.

GAST
You went to see the prisoners again.

PRATH
Yes.

GAST
One thing you will soon learn to
recognize is that humans, while flawed
in every other way, are masters of
manipulation. Your father was too
perfect to realize this. Humans are
not the civilized creatures they
claim to be. You can no more apply
to them the values we Klingons  cherish
than you could to a rock, or a plant.
Humans are parasites... creatures of
greed and consumption.

Prath says nothing...

GAST (CONT'D)
You are so much like your father,
Prath. You want to believe. Tomorrow
we will return to Qo'noS  where you
can take your rightful place and
lead us to glory and honor as your
father would have.

Gast turns and walks off as Prath stands looking out into
the night...

Before heading through a door, Gast stops by one of his
entourage...

GAST (CONT'D)
(whispers)

Instruct the guards that on my orders,
nobody is to see the prisoners again.
Nobody, is that clear?

SUBORDINATE
Yes, Chancellor.

INT. PRATH'S QUARTERS ON AAVIAN (LATER)

Prath sits in his cabin. The door chimes, Commander Kor
enters, carrying the data module. Kor seems to be a little
overly concerned but firm of resolve.

KOR
(hesitant)

I convinced the security detachment
that the Chancellor wanted it
transported here for safekeeping.
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Prath says nothing. Kor sets the module on his desk. Silence.

PRATH
You are a loyal officer, Kor.

KOR
I am loyal to the son of Arkanon.

Kor leaves. Prath picks up the module, contemplates for a
few moments as he gazes upon it...

EXT. REBEL BASE LANDING PLATFORM - PRE-DAWN

Gast's PERSONAL SECURITY and several soldiers march Kirk,
George Kirk, and the captured rebel base personnel up to the
landing deck atop the base.

ANOTHER TEMBLOR ROLLS through. Even the Klingon soldiers are
unnerved by it...

They are prodded onward to the center of the landing platform
where a Klingon Bird of Prey waits. Gast's own larger personal
transport is parked a short distance off...

They are herded in front of the other transport, which is
whining up for departure. In the distance we can see a large
cloud of ash and debris beginning to rise from the mammoth
volcano...

Gast arrives at the landing platform from another side. He
has on his field trenchcoat , blowing in the breeze that is
picking up...

GEORGE KIRK
Finishing the job you started fifteen
years ago?

(disdain)
I wonder what will happen when Prath
finds out what a pawn he's been all
these years! And he will. You can't
hide the truth forever. Eventually
he will realize it.

SUDDENLY Prath's voice booms out...

PRATH (O.S.)
He does realize it!

Prath, along with a fully armed squad of his own SOLDIERS
from AAVIAN, surround Gast, his soldiers, and the rebel
prisoners. He reveals the data module in his hand.

Gast is surprised and obviously unnerved, but does his best
to cloak it...

PRATH (CONT'D)
(disillusioned, growing

rage)
All this time... you were the one! 

(MORE)



STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS "WAR AND PEACE" (12/25/2007) 201.

PRATH (CONT'D)
The bomb on my father's transport...
making me believe...all Klingons
believe...that my father's friend
would betray him. All lies.

The Klingon soldiers on both sides are frozen in anxious
opposition, yet riveted to the unfolding drama...

GAST
There are much greater forces at
work here than just the legacy of
your father. You do not understand--
but you will. It is your destiny.

PRATH
I understand everything! As will all
Klingons !

Prath hands off the data module to Kor, who takes it, but
then hands him an ORNATELY ENGRAVED BAT'LETH.

GAST
Your mind has been polluted by this
human trash, Prath!

Meanwhile, James Kirk, his father and the other rebel officers
watch this when something catches Kirk's eye...

Gary Mitchell, dressed in a KLINGON UNIFORM stands in the
SHADOWS of the boarding ramp to the Bird of Prey. Mitchell
widens his eyes and makes a silent impatient face to Kirk.

Kirk makes a slight nod of his head, puts his hand on his
father's arm to show him as well...

Prath regards the ornate bat'leth  he holds...

PRATH
My father's ceremonial bat'leth ,
given to him when he was elected
Chancellor. It can trace its origins
back to Kahless  himself...to one of
the Five. It has been passed down in
my family for thousands of years by
loyal Klingons ...

(angry outburst)
Loyal Klingons!

Prath continues to approach Gast, his former mentor...

GAST
(to his soldiers)

Arrest Commander Prath!

GAST'S BODYGUARD
(fearful)

Excellency, I cannot. He holds the
bat'leth  and demands satisfaction!
By the code of honor set down by
Kahless  himself, you cannot refuse!
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GAST
Kahless be damned!

Even Gast's soldiers react to this heresy...

GAST (CONT'D)
Don't you see? Don't you realize?

(losing it)
There can be no peace as long as
even one human remains alive! There
is only one solution--the complete
annihilation of the human species. I
am not alone, Prath! There are those
in the Klingon Empire that believe
as I do! 

Another KLINGON SOLDIER suddenly appears beside Gast, holding
another BAT'LETH...which he extends to Gast's hands...

PRATH
(resolve)

When this day is over, their numbers
will be one less.

Gast looks around to see all present await the inevitable
duel to the death. With an angry Klingon growl, Gast lunges
toward Prath and the two begin to fight with their bat'leths ,
which CASCADE SPARKS as they hit steel-to-steel...

SUDDENLY ANOTHER QUAKE, MUCH MORE VIOLENT, jolts through,
throwing many off balance...some Klingon soldiers are thrown
over the railing and fall to the trees far below.

In the confusion, Kirk grabs a Klingon disruptor pistol from
one of the Klingon soldiers absorbed by the bat'leth  fight
and likewise the rebel prisoners take the opportunity to
jump more soldiers.

KIRK
Come on!

Kirk leads his father and the rebels toward the ramp where
Mitchell stands!

KIRK (CONT'D)
This is the cavalry? I thought I
told you to get help!

MITCHELL
You're welcome!

ANOTHER VIOLENT QUAKE and pandemonium ensues on the rocking
platform as most of the remaining Klingon soldiers run for
the elevator...

GAST'S PERSONAL TRANSPORT SLIDES TOWARD THE EDGE OF THE
QUAKING PLATFORM...

In the chaos of the VIOLENTLY SHAKING AND SWAYING PLATFORM,
Gast flees away down a rampway  to the lower platform. Prath
pursues...
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THE SKY DARKENS, THE ISLAND SHAKES, THE VOLCANO ROARS AND
SPEWS SKYWARD...

THE TOWERING METALLIC PLATFORM GROANS, BUCKLES AND LEANS,
PARTS OF IT STRESSING AND BREAKING OFF...

As the rampway  raises and retracts, George Kirk sees Prath
pursue the fleeing Gast...

The Klingon transport's engines whine louder as it begins to
lift off the platform, making a 360-degree turn, it RIPPLES
BACK INTO THE Bird of Prey, then accelerates up toward the
pre-dawn  sky...

INT. BIRD OF PREY COCKPIT

James Kirk rushes into the cockpit to find Spock and Ross
once again at the flight controls...

Through the cockpit window the brilliant rays of the sun
underlighting  the volcanic ash cloud are being ever occluded
when suddenly...

THE VOLCANO ERUPTS VIOLENTLY, SPEWING ASH AND LAVA HIGH INTO
THE SKY!

EXT. REBEL BASE LANDING PLATFORM - MORNING

The platform beneath the hovering Bird of Prey lurches and
heaves sideways with a LOUD GROAN of METAL...

The Bird of Prey swoops skyward...

EXT. REBEL BASE PLATFORM, LOWER LEVEL - MORNING

The sky DARKENS from the ever expanding plume of ash from
the erupting volcano towering into the sky, but not this nor
the quakes nor anything else distracts Prath and Gast from
their epic bat'leth  fight that moves down stairwells, across
rampways ...

SPARKS SPEW from the force of every SMASH the bat'leths !

INT. KORRALLIAM/MAIN BRIDGE

An excited officer turns to Captain Toskk ...

KORRALLIAM OFFICER
Commander! Ships coming out of
hyperspace!

(turns)
Rebel warships!

KORRALLIAM CAPTAIN
Battle stations!

EXT. REJETTI  ORBIT

Some EIGHT VESSELS of older Klingon design, including earlier
design D-6 BATTLECRUISERS and other OUTDATED BUT COOL LOOKING 
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WARSHIPS SHOOT OUT OF HYPERSPACE and deploy against the newer
design ships of the IMPERIAL KLINGON STARFLEET...

A MASSIVE SPACE BATTLE ENSUES OVER THE PLANET REJETTI ...

INT. KORRALLIAM/MAIN BRIDGE

The excited officer turns again...

KORRALLIAM OFFICER
More ship exiting the wormhole!

(studies tactical)
Federation battlecruisers!

EXT. SPACE NEAR SAVO-REJETTI

The wormhole SPEWS out two familiar vessels... U.S.S .
ENTERPRISE and U.S.S . YORKTOWN!

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

Pike spins to face the helm...

PIKE
(into all-call)

Pike to Klingon rebel fleet!
Enterprise and Yorktown  stand ready
to assist!

INT. YORKTOWN/MAIN BRIDGE

CAPTAIN ROBIN ARCHER, a confident Sigourney  Weaver-type is
at the command chair.

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
Helm, full speed for Rejetti !

(into comm)
All hands, battle stations! Phaser
stations fire as guns bear!

Notice Annie is the X.O.

EXT. REBEL BASE PLATFORM, LOWER LEVEL - DAY

Prath relentlessly pursues Gast through the lower levels of
the SHAKING AND SWAYING PLATFORM. They battle relentlessly
with their bat'leths , sparks spewing as they smash
together...all as FIERY DEBRIS from the erupting volcano
RAINS DOWN from all directions...

EXT. REJETTI  ORBIT

The Bird of Prey sails up into orbit right smack into the
middle of the MASSIVE SPACE BATTLE...

INT. BIRD OF PREY COCKPIT

Through the cockpit window we see the Klingon Rebel Fleet
battling it out with the Imperial Klingon warships...
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GEORGE KIRK
(to Kirk)

Our fleet--such as it is.

Mitchell points out the cockpit window...

MITCHELL
(Kirk)

Happy now?

Spock activates the console comm-link ...

SPOCK
(into console)

Spock to Enterprise.

PIKE (V.O.)
(over comm)

Enterprise! Pike! Where are you Spock?

SPOCK
(into console)

I am aboard the Klingon Bird of Prey
at six-one-six mark twelve.

MITCHELL
(to himself)

Please don't fire.

PIKE (V.O.)
(over comm)

We'll disengage long enough to let
you land, but don't poke around!

EXT. REBEL BASE PLATFORM, LOWER LEVEL - DAWN

As the island CONTINUES TO DESTROY ITSELF, Prath has managed
to corner Gast out on an extension walkway some twenty meters
above ground level.

In a last furious clanging clash of bat'leths , Gast loses
grip on his and it falls from his hand, clattering off the
walkway and falling to the ground below. Both Prath and Gast
are exhausted and precariously hanging onto the steel walkway,
which is being SHAKEN ROUGHLY...

Prath clambers closer to Gast, who has backed to the edge...

GAST
Look at yourself, Prath! You're
willing to die just to destroy me!

Prath continues to clamber toward him, precariously
negotiating the falling debris, broken structure supports
etc. Gast inches further backwards to the edge of the extended
walkway in the trees.

PRATH
When were you going to kill me? How
much longer did I have?
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GAST
I'm disappointed in you Prath!

Prath moves closer...

GAST (CONT'D)
You should have killed me when you
had the chance! Now we'll both die
here and nothing will have changed.
Your father will be dead, there will
be no peace and the rebellion will
fail.

Prath stops short...takes a couple steps backward...

PRATH
Today is a good day to die.

(pauses)
But not for me.

Gast's face twists up, confused. There is a ROARING SOUND
behind him. Gast turns to face...

Another DINOSAUR like the one Kirk's party encountered earlier
towers above Gast, eyeing him hungrily. The creature lets
out a THUNDEROUS ROAR, bends down and snatches Gast off the
platform in its huge toothy jaws. Gast screams as he is
devoured by the terrifying creature...

The reptile lets out another BOOMING ROAR OF VICTORY as fierce
lightening FLASHES AND THUNDER echo through the dark rolling
ash cloud above...

The platform begins to GROAN, METAL SHEARING, pitching
downward. Prath activates his wrist comm-link ...

PRATH (CONT'D)
(into wrist comm-link )

Aavian ! This is Prath! Bring me up!

The SPARKLE of transporter DISSOLVES PRATH as...

The entire base platform pitches forward and magnificently
TOPPLES AND EXPLODES in a brilliant maelstrom of fire...

EXT. REJETTI  SPACE BATTLE

The rebel Klingon ships BATTLE IT OUT with the Imperial
Klingon warships and Yorktown ...

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

The bridge doors open and Kirk and George Kirk, along with
Ross, Spock and Mitchell emerge. Spock immediately takes
over his station from ANOTHER...

PIKE
All decks prepare for re-engagement!

(into all-call)
Phaser stations, fire at will!
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Pike notices Kirk's father...

GEORGE KIRK
George Kirk. Permission to come
aboard, Captain?

PIKE
I know who you are, sir, and please
forgive me if I forgo protocol--but
as you can see--we are in a bit of a
situation just about now.

GEORGE KIRK
How can I help?

PIKE
Our communications officer could use
help coordinating with the rebel
fleet out there.

GEORGE KIRK
Of course.

George steps off to the communications station where he and
the communications officer begin to work as Kirk and Mitchell
stand near Pike's chair...

PIKE
Helm, come to seven-seven-one mark
six! Attack speed!

HELM OFFICER
Seven-seven-one, aye!

PIKE
(aside to Kirk and

Mitchell)
We're in the thick of it now.

TYLER
Incoming!

A CLOSE SALVO HITS HARD and EVERYONE IS THROWN, including
Pike, who is hurled violently across and over the helm/ nav
console!

SPOCK
Hit on decks two and three!
Containment systems holding!

(turns)
For now.

TYLER
Klingon warship off the starboard
bow! He's coming in again!

Pike crawls, injured and holding his arm and there is blood
on his face. Kirk helps him up...
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SPOCK
Medic to the bridge! The captain's
down!

PIKE
(hiding pain)

I'm okay! As you were!

Pike notices the helm is still vacant as the helm officer
was injured.

PIKE (CONT'D)
Somebody take helm!

Mitchell jumps into the helm officer's chair and his fingers
expertly dance across the console as Kirk assists Pike back
to the captain's chair, where he painfully shoves himself
back and cradles an obviously broken arm...

EXT. SPACE BATTLE/ENTERPRISE AND KLINGON D-7

ENTERPRISE continues BATTLING the attacking D-7...

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

SUDDENLY the bridge shakes violently. Pike tries to stay
focused as he cradles his broken arm painfully...

Tyler spins from his tactical display.

TYLER
Captain! He keeps trying to target
lock our port nacelle! We move and
he re-acquires.

KIRK
He's just trying to scare us into
doing something stupid.

Kirk and Pike share a knowing look...

PIKE
Exactly right.

(to Mitchell)
Helm! On my mark I want you to cut
hard starboard and give him a straight
shot at our port nacelle! Make it
sloppy.

MITCHELL
(smiles)

You got it--skipper.

TYLER
Sir?

MITCHELL
(to Tyler)

Don't worry. 
(MORE)
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MITCHELL (CONT'D)
That captain knows if he hits our
nacelle he could ignite our plasma
stream and take out both of us. He's
not going to do it.

TYLER
But he'll still have a clear shot at
our bridge.

Kirk has stepped down beside Mitchell...

KIRK
(smiles to Tyler)

Exactly--and we'll have a clear shot
at his too .

MITCHELL
(winks to Tyler)

All Starfleet  skipper's are bastards.
Get used to it.

PIKE
(into chair comm)

Mister Scott...Stand by to divert
all port nacelle plasma to the
emergency vents and transfer control
to the bridge engineering station.

SCOTTY (V.O.)
(over comm)

Aye, sir.

PIKE
(to Kirk)

Kirk. Take engineering.

Kirk darts for the unmanned engineering console and quickly
adjusts some instrumentation, then turns back to Pike while
holding his index finger above one control...

KIRK
Ready!

PIKE
Mister Tyler! You're going to have
to manually target the bridge of
that D-7. No tone. Manual only. Wait
until my signal!

TYLER
Aye, sir.

DOCTOR PIPER, an older fifty-ish  man, the Enterprise's chief
medical officer, comes quickly onto the bridge with two
MEDICS. He scans the bridge, motions to the medics to direct
them to the wounded, then steps over to Pike and begins to
tend to his arm...

PIKE
Not now, doctor. I'm fine.
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Piper is unwavering in his attention, disregarding Pike
completely...

PIPER
Do I try to sit in your chair?

EXT. SPACE BATTLE/ENTERPRISE AND KLINGON D-7

The D-7 moves in for the kill...

INT. D-7/MAIN BRIDGE

Their inexperienced brash captain narrows his eyes as the
tactical officer gets excited...

D-7 CAPTAIN
(to weapons officer)

Hold target on the port nacelle.
(into all-call)

Weapons, manually target the bridge
and wait for my order.

D-7 TACTICAL OFFICER
Done!

D-7 CAPTAIN
(overconfidently cool)

Blow them into the next galaxy.

The weapons officer FIRES!

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

Pike sees the D-7 fire its disruptor torpedos!

TYLER
Incoming!

PIKE
Now!

Kirk jams his finger on a control and the ship SHUDDERS...

EXT. SPACE BATTLE/ENTERPRISE AND KLINGON D-7

Just as the D-7 FIRES, a STREAM of PLASMA SWOOSHES from the
rear of ENTERPRISE'S port warp nacelle and the disruptor
torpedos DETONATE point blank from the D-7 and she is BLASTED
IN TWO and EXPLODES and SPARKLES into magnificent oblivion!

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

Tyler almost leaps from his station...

TYLER
Yes!

EXT. SPACE BATTLE

The armadas of warships are engaged in a MASSIVE, CONFUSING
BATTLE OF PHASERS AND PHOTON TORPEDOS...
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INT. AAVIAN MAIN BRIDGE

Kor and the rest of the bridge crew...

AAVIAN OFFICER
The chancellor's flagship orders
that we cover her flank!

PRATH (O.S.)
No!

Prath strides onto the bridge. Kor immediately gives him the
command station.

PRATH (CONT'D)
Hard port, full speed! Forward
batteries, fire as guns bear on the
chancellor's flagship!

AAVIAN OFFICER
On our own ship?

KOR
Now!

The officer immediately operates the fire control...

EXT. SPACE BATTLE/ AAVIAN AND KLINGON FLAGSHIP

AAVIAN bombards Gast's former flagship in a BLAZE OF FIRE...

EXT. SPACE BATTLE/ YORKTOWN AND KORRALLIAM

Meanwhile, YORKTOWN is in a maelstrom of phasers  and
disruptors with KORRALLIAM...

INT. YORKTOWN/MAIN BRIDGE

Robin Archer is a bit of a hands-on type as she rushes from
station to station adding her own adjustments over the
shoulders of the crew manning them...

ANNIE
Hit on starboard decks nine and ten!
Primary containment system failure!
Switching to emergency backup.

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
Helm come about! Mark three-one-two!

ANNIE
Another D-7 to port!

(studies scope,
confused)

He's firing-- at the chancellor's
flagship!

EXT. SPACE BATTLE/ AAVIAN AND KLINGON FLAGSHIP

AAVIAN and the Imperial Klingon flagship continue their
BATTLE...
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INT. GAST'S FLAGSHIP/MAIN BRIDGE

THE WHOLE BRIDGE SHAKES AND SHUDDERS!

INT. AAVIAN MAIN BRIDGE

PRATH
(cool)

Starboard batteries...fire!

EXT. SPACE BATTLE

Prath's AAVIAN lays another crippling barrage of fire on
Toskk's  ship...

INT. GAST'S FLAGSHIP/MAIN BRIDGE

Commander Toskk  yells into the comm-net ...

COMMANDER TOSKK
Aavian ! What are you doing!? Cease
fire! Cease fire!

EXT. SPACE BATTLE

AAVIAN swings around, fires a BLITZ OF DISRUPTORS, exploding
across KORRALLIAM's hull. KORRALLIAM moves off, wounded...

INT. YORKTOWN/MAIN BRIDGE

The YORKTOWN bridge shakes and shudders under an onslaught
by another Klingon warship...

BOOM! A large overhead support EXPLODES LOOSE from
above...falling and striking Capt. Robin Archer...taking her
down hard!

Annie rushes to her side, sees she's barely conscious...

ANNIE
(to others)

Get her to sickbay !

YORKTOWN TACTICAL OFFICER
Main Engineering is hit!

(listens)
Warp core containment failure!

(fear)
Warp core is on critical buildup!

ANNIE
Jettison the cores.

AN UPPER CEILING SUPPORT CAVES IN under another salvo hit...

YORKTOWN TACTICAL OFFICER
We've lost all command and control!
I can't jettison the cores!

SMOKE and FIRES RAKE the consoles and stations! Annie stumbles
to the captain's chair...hits the intercom switch...
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ANNIE
(coughing, into all-

call)
Engineering this is the bridge! We
have no command and control! You
have to manually jettison the warp
core from there!

(listens)
Engineering?

(thinks, resolve)
This is the X.O to all decks! General
Order Thirteen! Evac  stations! Repeat,
evac  thirteen!

Annie pushes her way past to the helm and falls into the
chair to work the console as the bridge crew secures their
various duty stations and scrambles toward the elevator...

ANNIE (CONT'D)
Everybody out now! I'll set auto-
pilot! Advise all commands to move
away!

Suddenly the entire bridge virtually caves in, and all sorts
of SMOKE and DEBRIS come CRASHING DOWN.

Everyone is down now. One barely conscious crew member tries
to activate the elevator door, but it won't open. He falls
back, flips open a communicator...

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

Spock studies the tactical display...

SPOCK
Yorktown  has lost core containment.
They are on a build-up to overload.

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
They're X.O. has implemented General
Order Thirteen!

Kirk's face registers this.

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER (CONT'D)
(turns to Pike)

Their T.O. reports they are trapped
on the bridge.

PIKE
Bridge to hanger deck! Prepare to
receive evacuation shuttles from
Yorktown !

EXT. YORKTOWN

We see DOZENS OF SHUTTLES exiting the hanger deck...
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INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

Pike stands next to George and James Kirk as he leans over
the Communications Station...

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
(to James Kirk)

I lost whoever it was. They were
talking--something about Captain
Archer being down.

Kirk presses a console control...

KIRK
Yorktown , come in. Yorktown  bridge,
come in!

Pike reaches past, switches the comm to another channel...

PIKE
(into comm)

Bridge to transporter room! Lock
onto the Yorktown  bridge and prepare
to beam them out!

SCOTTY (V.O.)
(over comm)

Chief Engineer Scott breaking in
sir! Yorktown's  warp field
automatically deployed when her warp
core went critical! Transporters
won't work, sir!

PIKE
(into comm)

What about the Yorktown  access code?

SCOTTY (V.O.)
(over comm)

Not if the bridge command and control
is down!

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
It's down. That was the first thing
they told me.

Kirk turns to face Pike and they share a knowing look...

PIKE
Go!

KIRK
Gary!

Mitchell and Kirk sprint up and into the turbo  elevator as
the injured Pike shifts painfully in his chair...

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
(into console)

Medical team to the hanger deck!
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George catches James'  eyes as the elevator doors shut between
them...

EXT. ENTERPRISE/HANGER BAY

A SHUTTLE swooshes out of the Enterprise hanger bay and toward
the crippled YORKTOWN...

INT. SHUTTLE

Ross at the controls. Mitchell and Kirk crowd around while
we see several MEDICAL RESCUE PERSONNEL in the rear
compartment.

Through the cockpit window they draw closer to YORKTOWN'S
hanger deck. The space doors are open, but inside there is
SMOKE, FIRE and scattered EXPLOSIONS...

MITCHELL
I still can't raise the bridge!

KIRK
Take us in, Ross.

Ross shoves the controls forward...

INT. YORKTOWN/MAIN BRIDGE

BOOM! Another salvo hit COLLAPSES A LARGE SUPPORT STRUT down
onto Annie, and she is violently driven to the floor under
the blow and weight...

EXT. YORKTOWN/HANGER DECK

The shuttle sails into the hanger deck of the doomed YORKTOWN.
FIRES AND EXPLOSIONS RAGE THROUGHOUT...

INT. SHUTTLE

Ross expertly maneuvers the sleek craft swiftly through the
FIRE AND EXPLOSIONS to settle on the cluttered deck...

KIRK
Ross! If we're not back in nine
minutes, take off! Got it?

ROSS
Aye, Skipper.

INT. YORKTOWN/HANGER DECK

The access ramp lowers and Kirk and Mitchell scramble down
and run into several Yorktown  bridge officers, two of whom
have the unconscious Archer supported between them...

KIRK
Where's Commander Keller ? Where's
your X.O.?
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YORKTOWN TACTICAL OFFICER
(coughing)

Still on the bridge...with the
captain. Use the emergency crawl-way--
that's how we got out...

KIRK
(to one MEDIC)

You come with us! The rest of you
get these people onboard!

MEDIC
(to another MEDIC)

Anti-grav  stretcher!

ANOTHER MEDIC quickly hands the Medic a SMALL BRIEFCASE-SIZED
object, then Kirk, the MEDIC and Mitchell sprint from the
hanger deck into the corridor as the medical personnel tend
to the wounded...

INT. YORKTOWN/CORRIDOR

Kirk and Mitchell race through the DEBRIS CLUTTERED CORRIDOR
toward a hatch-like door. Mitchell presses a control and the
HATCH SLIDES ASIDE revealing a ladder rising up into a tubular
accessway .

Kirk enters first and starts clambering upward...followed by
Mitchell and the Medic right behind...

INT. YORKTOWN/SERVICE CRAWLWAY

Kirk and Mitchell climbing quickly up through the crawl-way...

INT. GAST'S FLAGSHIP/MAIN BRIDGE

The communications officer turns to Toskk  with shock on his
face...

COMM. OFFICER
(gravely)

Sir! Korralliam has surrendered!

Toskk  is shocked. Finally...

COMMANDER TOSKK
Order all ships retreat! Now!

COMM. OFFICER
Too late!

EXT. SPACE BATTLE

AAVIAN PUMMELS Toskk's  flagship relentlessly...

INT. AAVIAN MAIN BRIDGE

Patiently, and with cool firmness...

PRATH
Target the bridge.
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EXT. SPACE BATTLE

AAVIAN releases another RELENTLESS BARRAGE on the bridge
array of the flagship...

The ship is mortally damaged and in a SERIES OF CASCADING
EXPLOSIONS, the massive ship DISINTEGRATES and falls in FIERY
CHUNKS into Rejetti's  atmosphere...

INT. AAVIAN MAIN BRIDGE

Prath watches the remnants of Gast's flagship burn away into
the atmosphere...

AAVIAN COMM. OFFICER
Commander Prath! The rest of the
Imperial fleet is in retreat!

On Prath...who has the first satisfied look weÕve seen on
him.

INT. YORKTOWN/SERVICE CRAWLWAY

Kirk, the Medic and Mitchell arrive at the top of the tube
and crawl through onto...

INT. YORKTOWN/MAIN BRIDGE

The familiar Constitution Class bridge is in BAD SHAPE as we
have never seen before.

HEAVY SMOKE and large chunks of fallen support and other
DEBRIS make the room almost impassable.

KIRK
(into communicator)

Ross! Time?

ROSS (V.O.)
(over comm-net )

Five minutes, forty seconds before
warp core breach!

Kirk, the Medic and Mitchell crawl over some fallen support
struts and spot Archer...

KIRK
Captain! Where's your X.O.? Where's
Commander Keller ?

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
(groggy)

Helm...

KIRK
Don't try to move...

(Gary)
Get her out of here!



STAR TREK: SOLDIERS OF PAWNS "WAR AND PEACE" (12/25/2007) 218.

MITCHELL
(to Medic)

Help me!

Mitchell and the Medic carefully but urgently UNCOUPLE the
anti-gravity STRETCHER and in moments manhandle the wounded
Archer to a HOVER and then over to the crawl-way access while
Kirk stumbles and crawls over some DEBRIS...

KIRK
Annie! Annie!?

Kirk clambers over massive chunks of equipment and debris,
coughing from the thick smoke...

KIRK (CONT'D)
(into communicator)

Ross! How long?

ROSS (V.O.)
(over comm-net )

Four minutes!

He spots Annie trapped under a large support beam and leaps
over to her...

KIRK
Annie!

Kirk tries to move the huge support column pinning her, but
it won't budge.

He falls to his knees next to her and gently cradles her
head from the clutter on the floor.

KIRK (CONT'D)
It's me, Annie...It's Jim. Can you
hear me?

ANNIE
(gasping)

What...are you doing here?

KIRK
(forced smile)

I'm rescuing you.

ANNIE
(forced smile)

Where's your...white horse?

KIRK
Hold on...just hold on.

(into communicator)
Gary! I found Annie! She's trapped!

MITCHELL (V.O.)
(over communicator)

On my way back!

Annie tries to focus on Kirk...
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KIRK
(to Annie)

Don't try to move, Annie. We're going
to get you out of here.

ANNIE
Can't...feel anything...my legs...

Kirk tries to lighten things...

KIRK
(forced smile)

That's my job anyway.

ANNIE
(forced smile)

You always think...you're so
charming...

More EXPLOSIONS as the ship begins to destroy itself. Time
is short...

ROSS (V.O.)
(over communicator)

Skipper! You have three minutes!

Annie spots an indicator panel indicating buildup status.

ANNIE
(gasping)

He's right...you've got to go, Jim...

KIRK
We will... all of us.

Kirk is up trying once again to manhandle the support beam,
but it is just too massive.

KIRK (CONT'D)
(into communicator)

Gary!

MITCHELL
Right here!

Gary stumbles over carrying the anti-gravity stretcher...

KIRK
Help me move this support beam!

But even Mitchell's and Kirk's combined strength can't budge
the fallen beam.

MITCHELL
It's just too big, Jim!

Mitchell whips out the medical tricorder  and scans Annie
while Kirk snaps to his feet and yanks out his phaser...

KIRK
I'll cut it!
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Mitchell grabs Kirk's hand holding his phaser. He locks eyes
with Mitchell as he extends the medical tricorder  display
for him to look at. They share a look of dread.

MITCHELL
(whispers)

You can't, Jim. If you do, she'll
bleed out. That beam is all that's
keeping her alive.

KIRK
There's got to be a way to disengage
the warp field--

MITCHELL
Jim--

ANNIE
(gasps)

Gary!

Mitchell and Kirk spin to look at her...

ANNIE (CONT'D)
(gasping)

Get him out of here...

Kirk falls back to his knees again by Annie...

Annie moves her free arm to touch Kirk on the face...

ANNIE (CONT'D)
I'll see you around the galaxy...

(smiles through pain)
Second star...to the right...

The smile fades from Annie's face and her eyes glaze over.
She is gone...

KIRK
(crushed)

No.

Kirk is devastated, on the floor, cradling Annie's head in
his arms...

Meanwhile everything around him is going berserk, EXPLODING,
CRASHING, SPARKING, PITCHING...

MITCHELL
Jim!

Kirk looks at Mitchell, helpless, anguished...

KIRK
(emotional)

Help me!

The room SPARKLES AND EXPLODES all around. Mitchell bends
down and takes Kirk by the arm and pulls him to his feet...
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MITCHELL
We have to go, Jim. She's gone. Come
on.

(into communicator)
This is Mitchell! We're on our way!

Kirk's eyes don't leave Annie's body as Mitchell manhandles
him to the turbo , pushing and pulling him over the fallen
destruction...

Kirk takes a last anguished look across the room at Annie...

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

Tyler, Spock and the others watch a LARGE EXPLOSION rip
through a section of YORKTOWNÕS hull...

TYLER
She's starting to go!

PIKE
(into all-call)

Kirk you've got to get out now!

STATIC.

PIKE (CONT'D)
(into all-call)

Kirk!

Kirk's father's face betrays grave concern...

PIKE (CONT'D)
Helm, maneuver us to safe distance.

Pike glances at George, whose worried gaze is locked on the
viewscreen ...

PIKE (CONT'D)
They're on their own now.

EXT. YORKTOWN/HANGER DECK

The shuttle SWOOSHES away from fiery hanger deck of YORKTOWN
chased by an exploding ball of fire...

EXT. YORKTOWN

A series of SMALLER EXPLOSIONS rip across top hull of the
large circular hull followed by SEVERAL LARGER ONES, then a
bright, blinding, BOOMING SUPERNOVA OF FIRE AND DEBRIS blows
off much of the outer metal skin exposing the metal gridiron
framework skeleton which GLOWS HOT ORANGE...

What's left of YORKTOWN pitches forward and down, falling
toward Rejetti's  deep blue ocean of air, EXPLODING AND BURNING
METEORICALLY...like a ship of old going down at sea...
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INT. SHUTTLE

In the rear compartment of the ship, through a window, Kirk
watches as he sits, emotionally and physically drained,
watching the beautiful death throes of Yorktown . Other
survivors including Capt. Robin Archer are nearby on
stretchers being attended to by the medics...

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
(quiet)

She saved us...she saved us all.

Mitchell puts his hand on Kirk's shoulder...

EXT. ENTERPRISE/ REJETTI  ORBIT

The shuttle sails down toward ENTERPRISE'S hanger deck...

DISSOLVE TO...

INT. ENTERPRISE/ SICKBAY

Kirk, his father, Ross, Spock, Captain Robin Archer and
Mitchell approach Captain Pike, who is laid up pretty good
while DOCTOR PIPER tends to him...

PIKE
(to Archer)

There's just no getting rid of you
is there?

Pike looks at his physical condition and shrugs...

PIKE (CONT'D)
(serious)

Sorry about your ship.

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
Fortunately the crew...

(eyes dart to Kirk)
... Most of the crew...managed to
evac  safely.

Pike's eyes fall on George Kirk for a few silent moments...

PIKE
My former captain Robert April told
me stories about you.

GEORGE KIRK
Well knowing Bobby April they were
all exaggerated.

Piper pushes his way close to Pike...

DR. PIPER
Excuse me.

Pike watches Piper operate the old fashioned, inflatable
blood pressure device as he wraps Pike's arm and begins to
inflate it. 
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Pike then looks up at the high-tech medical scanner over his
head...

PIKE
What the hell is that?

DR. PIPER
Sometimes we do things the old
fashioned way.

PIKE
What the heck is that thing on the
wall above me for then?

DR. PIPER
(relents)

I'll just come back when your visitors
have left.

Piper walks back toward the inner infirmary...

PIKE
(frowns to Archer)

I miss Boyce.

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
A good ship's doctor is hard to
replace.

Pike's eyes shift from George to James Kirk...

PIKE
Now what? Something like this doesn't
just go back into the closet. We'll
always be looking over our shoulders.

GEORGE KIRK
Not necessarily.

KIRK
I ordered Mister Spock to purge the
ships records concerning this incident
including the location of the
wormhole. Without those coordinates,
space is a big place.

MITCHELL
But what about the ships that got
away?

GEORGE KIRK
It will be their word against Prath's. 

(smiles)
Something tells me the word of the
son of Arkanon carries more weight.

SPOCK
Having seen the names on that data
module--many of those implicated are
no longer alive. And, yet the
conspiracy thrives.
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GEORGE KIRK
As in who are they?

SPOCK
Yes.

GEORGE KIRK
It's possible we will never know.

PIKE
(to Archer)

Well my old friend, it seems the new
doctor here isn't going to let me
out of here anytime soon. Seeing you
don't exactly have a ship yourself,
why don't you stand in for me until
we reach Earth.

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
Yes, sir.

PIKE
Right. Okay then. Everybody go on
and get out of here so the good doctor
can come back and poke at me some
more.

The group heads out as Piper comes back over to Pike rolling
a WHEELCHAIR...

PIKE (CONT'D)
I don't think so.

INT. ENTERPRISE/MAIN BRIDGE

The turbo  opens on the bridge and Spock is the first to exit,
followed by Kirk's father and Mitchell. Kirk takes a moment
to compose himself, then steps out of the turbo ...

SPOCK
Captain on deck!

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
Acting captain...mister Spock.

Capt. Robin Archer, formerly Number One of the ENTERPRISE
walks to the captain's chair and stands with her hand on the
arm.

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER (CONT'D)
Secure from battle stations and
prepare for hyperdrive .

SPOCK
(into all-call)

This is the X.O. Secure from battle
stations and prepare for hyperdrive .
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CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
(into all-call)

Mister Scott we'll be needing warp
engines.

SCOTTY (V.O.)
(over intercom)

Aye, Captain. I think we got some
down here somewhere.

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
Mister Tyler, plot a course back to
the wormhole.

TYLER
Aye, Captain. Course plotted and on
the board.

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
Stand by.

George Kirk stands next to Archer on one side while Kirk and
Mitchell bookend the other...all gazing on the main
viewscreen ...

GEORGE KIRK
(looks around at the

crew and bridge)
Things sure have changed in fifteen
years.

ENTERPRISE COMM. OFFICER
Message coming in from Aavian ,
Captain. It's Prath.

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
On screen.

The front main viewscreen  coalesces. Prath stands on his
bridge with a few of his loyal officers.

PRATH (V.O.)
(on viewscreen )

Kirk.

Both Kirk and his father answer in unison..."yes."

PRATH (CONT'D)
The other one.

GEORGE KIRK
Prath. Looks like the resistance has
a new leader.

PRATH (V.O.)
(on viewscreen )

It seems I have been fighting the
wrong battle.
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GEORGE KIRK
It's time for you to restore your
father's legacy...for all of
us...Klingon and human.

PRATH (V.O.)
(on viewscreen )

It will not be easy. The Empire is
strong and this is but one battle.

(smiles)
My father was proud to have called
you his friend.

GEORGE KIRK
I am honored to have called him my
friend as well.

PRATH (V.O.)
(on viewscreen )

Qu'pla !

GEORGE KIRK
(smiles)

Qu'pla .

Prath's image on the viewscreen  dissipates...

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
Helm, best speed for the wormhole!

TYLER
Helm answering best speed, aye!

CAPT. ROBIN ARCHER
Let's go.

Kirk and his father watch quietly as Rejetti  rolls past the
front viewscreen ...

GEORGE KIRK
(to Kirk)

Nice ship. It's not Farragut ...but
it's a nice ship.

It is a nice moment...father and son, side-by-side. Mitchell,
standing on the other side of Kirk, leans in to Kirk.

MITCHELL
(leans in, whispers)

It is a nice ship.
(on his reaction)

I'm just saying.

Kirk smirks at his best friend...

EXT. ABOVE REJETTI

ENTERPRISE SWOOPS up and away from the victorious rebel
Klingon fleet in orbit above the magnificent blue planet
painted against the sprawling Milky Way Galaxy as the sun
gleams from behind. 
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All is well in the galaxy again as we sweep across the
stars...

DISSOLVE TO...

EXT. KIRK FAMILY HOME, CHRISTMAS EVE - NIGHT

...Which become stars in the cold winter night sky of the
Pennsylvania countryside...

Frosted windows glow into the crisp cold night winter air
from the cozy Kirk family home...

The front door opens and NICHOLAS, a small boy of around
seven years stands there looking up at Mitchell, Kirk and
George Kirk Standing outside. We hear others TALKING etc.
from inside...

NICHOLAS
Uncle Jimmy!

KIRK
And just what are you doing up so
late on Christmas Eve young man?

NICHOLAS
It's not that late.

A grab and hug.

KIRK
Oh it's not, is it?

AURELAN (O.S.)
Who is it, Nicky ?

NICHOLAS
(calls out)

It's uncle Jimmy!

Nicholas notices George Kirk...

NICHOLAS (CONT'D)
Who are you?

George Kirk Bends down to face his grandson for the first
time.

GEORGE KIRK
I'm your grandfather, Nicky . My name
is George.

NICHOLAS
How come I've never seen you before.

GEORGE KIRK
Well, I've been--away.

NICHOLAS
Are you Santa Claus?
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AURELAN, a pretty and youthful woman of 28 comes to the door
carrying an INFANT...

AURELAN
Nicky  don't make them wait outside
in the cold...

(sees Kirk)
Jim! Oh my God!

(yells inside)
They're here!

KIRK
Aurelan. Merry Christmas.

AURELAN
Merry Christmas, Jim. I'm so glad
you made it.

KIRK
It was close.

(notices baby)
And who do we have here?

AURELAN
Peter.

NICHOLAS
(proudly)

That's my baby brother!

KIRK
Yes, I can see that.

Aurelan sees, then offers her hand to George Kirk.

AURELAN
I'm sorry--you must be...

GEORGE KIRK
(shakes her hand)

George Kirk...George. Nice to meet
you Aurelan.

AURELAN
I've heard so many stories...

GEORGE KIRK
I can imagine.

MCCOY (O.S.)
Whose letting in all the damn cold
air?

DOCTOR LEONARD MCCOY appears in the doorway with an ATTRACTIVE
YOUNG WOMAN and instantly recognizes both Kirk and Mitchell...

MCCOY (CONT'D)
Jim!

KIRK
Bones! You made it.
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MCCOY
Well your mom called and told me you
were coming. I had to witness history
being made.

KIRK
Don't you start on me too.

The two old friends embrace, followed by a firm handshake
and hug between he and Mitchell...

MITCHELL
Hey Leonard.

MCCOY
Hey Gary. Good to see you.

AURELAN
Where's Win?

(to Nicky )
Nicky , go find your grandma Winona--
and you dad too.

Little Nicky  is off as McCoy looks back at Kirk, sympathy
sweeps his face...

MCCOY
I heard about Annie. I'm sorry, Jim.

KIRK
Thanks Bones.

McCoy puts a hand on his shoulder when another VOICE breaks
in...

McCoy notices everyone's eyes are locked on the woman with
him...

MCCOY
Oh--sorry. This is a colleague of
mine. Doctor Marcus.

Carol extends her hand to shake Kirk's...

CAROL
Hi. Carol Marcus.

KIRK
Kirk. Jim Kirk.

MCCOY
Doctor Marcus is working on a project
with me at Starfleet  Medical. Since
she wasn't going home, I dragged her
along with me.

CAROL
Carol, please. Somebody needs to
call me by my first name--and Leonard
here won't.
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Gary interjects his hand before George can...

MITCHELL
(flirting)

Hi there. Gary. Gary Mitchell.

CAROL
Hi Gary.

MITCHELL
Colleague did he say?

George and James roll eyes at one another. Finally George
extends his hand.

GEORGE KIRK
And I'm George.

CAROL
Hi George. Nice to meet you.

SAM (O.S.)
Alright now, what's all the ruckus...?

Sam appears in the doorway between McCoy, Nicholas, and
Aurelan...sees his father and utter speechless shock sweeps
his face...

SAM (CONT'D)
(incredulous)

Dad?

GEORGE KIRK
(eyes tear up)

Sam.

Sam and George Kirk embrace while Jim and everybody else
watch...

SAM
You're... early.

MITCHELL
Relatively speaking.

SAM
(to Kirk)

But you weren't supposed to be here
until tomorrow.

KIRK
Yes, I know. Oh well.

GEORGE KIRK
(at Sam)

Look at you...
(at Aurelan, Peter

and Nicholas)
All of you. A family.
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Sam's voice trails off as Winona pushes through to the people
crowding the doorway...freezes...stands in shocked silence
as she and George lock eyes for what seems to be an
eternity...

WINONA (O.S.)
(shock)

George...?

GEORGE KIRK
(emotional)

Hello Win.

Husband and wife gaze upon each other after fifteen long
years, their eyes pooling with tears...

GEORGE KIRK (CONT'D)
It's really me.

She approaches him hesitantly at first and finally they
embrace each other forever...

WINONA
(emotional)

You're...here already. They said
tomorrow...

GEORGE KIRK
What can I say?

She and George lock gazes once again...

WINONA
Need to work on your timing. You
look--thin.

GEORGE KIRK
Not a lot of time around the dinner
table where I was.

WINONA
You'll have to tell me about it.

They embrace again. Winona finally breaks the spell, notices
everyone's watching them...

WINONA (CONT'D)
You all must be freezing. Please...
Come inside... everyone come inside
and warm up.

It's a family reunion like no other. Aurelan follows, carrying
Peter, leads Nicholas with a hand on his shoulder. Gary is
about to pounce further on poor Carol when McCoy lands a
hand on his shoulder, pulling him back...

MCCOY
Slow down, Cassanova .

MITCHELL
What?
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MCCOY
She's a nice girl.

MITCHELL
Tell me about it.

MCCOY
Too nice for you.

MITCHELL
Yeah? Well here--Merry Christmas.

Gary hands McCoy a bag of something as the two head inside
after everyone else...

MCCOY
(knowingly)

Kafarian  apples?

MITCHELL
I heard one a day keeps people like
you away.

Meanwhile James Tiberius  Kirk lingers on the porch with a
smile of satisfaction on his face, taking in the scope of
what just happened. He glances up at the full moon glowing
brilliantly, high in the cold, starry December sky between
GATHERING CLOUDS...

His gaze falls to something in the distant darkness and he
steps down off the porch and walks off down the path...

THE TREE

The bark of the tree young James Kirk and Annie used to climb
is illuminated a hypnotic blue by the MOONLIGHT...

Kirk presses his palm against the cold bark of "the tree" as
a cold GUST OF WIND rustles the bare branches which SCRATCH
AND CREAK against each other above...

MITCHELL (O.S.) (CONT'D)
I'm going to miss her too.

Kirk turns to his old friend, smiles and changes the subject.

KIRK
I think it's going to snow. It's
cold enough.

KIRK'S BREATH CLOUDS as he speaks.

MITCHELL
Well, I for one have had enough snow
lately.

KIRK
(unfazed)

You watch. It's going to snow.

Mitchell puts a friendly hand on Kirk's shoulder and they
start back toward the house...
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MITCHELL
Come on my delusional friend. Let's
go inside and warm up.

The begin to walk toward the house with the warm orange
glowing windows as their voices trail off...

MITCHELL (CONT'D)
So anyway--Leonard's friend--

KIRK (O.S.)
Carol?

MITCHELL (O.S.)
Yeah. I call dibs .

KIRK (O.S.)
Dibs ? What are we? In grade school?

MITCHELL (O.S.)
She's nice, huh?

KIRK (O.S.)
Too nice for you.

MITCHELL (O.S.)
Oh don't be like Leonard now.

KIRK (O.S.)
Merry Christmas, Gary.

MITCHELL (O.S.)
Merry Christmas, Jim.

Kirk follows Mitchell inside and their voices are cut off as
the door SHUTS.

We hear the gentle TINKLING OF THE WIND CHIMES as we see the
GLIMMERING CHRISTMAS TREE TWINKLING through the FROSTED
WINDOW. Nicky  appears in it holding a rather worn toy between
his fingers--the NX-01 ENTERPRISE. He "orbits it" around a
TREE ORNAMENT decorated to look like THE MOON...

AURELAN (O.S.)
(from inside somewhere)

Nicky ! Come on. We're going to eat!

Nicky  runs off from the window. We move away...

...and we see that the BRASS WINGED PEGASUS hanging between
the WIND CHIMES is TURNED TOWARD THE BRIGHT FULL MOON...

...AS A FEW LONELY FLAKES OF SNOW SWIRL PAST IT...

FADE TO BLACK...

END OF PART FIVE

THE END


